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Iran: Aaceri war religious duty 

NICOSIA (R) — lean’s spiritual leader Ayatollah Ai Khamenei 
satdoi Saturday it was a religions duty for the people of 
Azerbaijan to defend their land against Armenians. The 
Iranian news agency IRNA said Ayatollah Khamenei told Azer- 
bman s President Haydar Aliyev ar a meeting in Tehran that “it is 
rehpons doty for the people of Azerbaijan to defend their own 
territory against die aggressors. The people of Azerbaijan have 
been theioctiii] of an aggression and the Armenian gover nman y fo 
me agg eaor party in this issue." Iran has pledged support for 
Azntaijan m the siK-yearoid tciritorial conflict with Armenia 
over Nagorno-Karabakh. Iran has a large Azeri mino rity. Both 
nations are largely Sfafhe Muslim, but refigioD has not played a 
major role in Azeri politics in recent times. IRNA said Mr. Aliyev 
toW Azeri diplomats attending a training course in Tehran 
unnamed big powers were helping the Armenians in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh war. “Aliyev... accused the big powers of supporting 
Armenia in its savage war on the Republic of Azerbaijan," the 
agency said. 
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Egyptians among due for release from jails 

CAIRO (AFP) — Seven Egyptians are among the prison- 
ers Israel is due to release in line with the Gaza-Jericho 
autonomy accord signed on May 4, a senior Palestinian 
official announced Saturday. Freih Abu Meddein, justice 
minister in the new Palestinian authority, told the Egyptian 
daily Al Ahram that “the release of all the prisoners will be 
the top priority of the Palestinian authority in the next 
phase” of autonomy. “Seven Egyptians are among the 
detainees,” Mr. Meddein said. It is the first time a 
Palestinian official has given a figure fox Egyptian prisoners 
being held by Israel. Under the Cairo accord on im- 
plementing Palestinian self-rule Israel pledged to release 
5,000 prisoners by Jane 8, but so far it has released no more 
than 4,000. Several hundred prisoners refused to go to 
Jericho or sign an oath renouncing violence. According to 
international aid groups, Israel is still holding some 7,000 
Palestinian prisoners. 
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Algerians sought 
for 40 murders shot 
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TUNIS (R) — Algerian 
security forces killed 10 
aimed militants wanted for 
about 40 murders, including 
the kilting last December of a 
Belgian national and his 
Algerian wife, the official 
news agency APS said on 
Saturday. The gang was also 
wanted for die murder of the 
nme-year-old daughter, wife, 
and son, 30, of a retired 
gendarme who had their 
throats slit in their home two 
weeks ago. Tbe agency said 
security forces, tipped off by 
local people, raided the mili- 
tants’ hideout in Oned Al 
. .. w _ , , -maj. Berdi village, some 90 

Mr. Vahavioiii^ kilometres southeast of 
"For reasons I can't &Z & Algier s and shot them dead, 
stand he seems to Security forces said that be- 
back down from this ' & sides weapons, they seized 
added that breaking ^ ^ the seals of a militant orga- 
could have serious' ‘com*? nisation called Islamic 
ences for Mr. Blasts X Armed Group-the Green 
“navy will demand consitW Death Company, in the raid 
able sums from him "Tv, 1“* Wednesday. 

Athens newspapers haw*, C|fl „ Emmfl*.* 
reported problems w«fcT Sm meets Egyptian 
sale. Mr. Spirou said he m Officials 
involved in the deal as', 41 . 

favour to Mr. Blasts unde T, 
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trt h,- M Vision said. Mr. Sifi arrived m 

Snk a ln h l> h £ ab ? J Cairo on Friday for three 
int S n M kacw n ? ,hl ? days of talks wftfa Egyptian 
officials. He met SSdeirt 
M,d he >* Hoad Mubarak shortly after 
heved Mr. Blastos u js some- ha arrival and passed on a 
where in Europe. The Chri* message from Al^an Prcsi- 
ina was originally a Canadia dent Uamine Zeroual. Sever- 
corverte. Onassis bought it ii ^ Algerian ministers accom- 
the l%Us ana refirted it »i4 Mr. Sifi on his visit to 
luxuries such as gold faucets. Cairo, including Foreign 
rare antiques, fine art and i. ^finfrt er Satah Dembri who 
seaplane. Among those *'howill attend a two-day coufer- 
cruised on it were his wife encc on Mediterranean coop- 
Jackic Kennedy Onassis. &s erationin Alexandria on Sun- 
longtime lover and open day. Algeria and Egypt have 
diva Mana Callas. movie su both been hit by a wave of 
Greta Garbo, singer Frail mifitant violence over the 
Sinatra, and British Prim past two years and more than 
Minister Sir Winston Ch® 3^700 people have been kiBed 
chill After his death in Wtyin the civil strife in Algeria, 
his daughter Christina, afta 
which it was named, gave fc 80 killed in 

ship to the Greek navy, fc Mauritania air crash 
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used to carry VIPs mcludiz NOUAKCHOTT (R) — 
the country's president. Eighty people were killed 

and 13 injured when an air 
S. African diver Mauritanie Fokker-28 
in crashed in Mauritania, an 
tries record Sit- official at the national hospit- 
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between 1.8 arid embezzlement of public 

kmc Mr. Wilmans saw- funds.- The prosecutor had 
said Mr. Whiley « ^ ^ called for Mr. Atia, wfio suc- 
*»1 lowed out of the ceeded Albania’s veteran 

I six hours even - 4 hoU [l«i ''Stalinist leader Enver Hoxha 
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his skin will T^i ministos and 
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and his hair mas also Mg mder Aha were also jailed 
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potential problem . Sudan election 
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Arafat visits cradle 
of intifada, calls on 
end to Palestinian rift 


Combined agency dispatches 

JABALIYA REFUGEE 
CAMP — Yasser Arafat vi- 
sited the birthplace of the 
Palestinian uprising Saturday 
and asked a wildly cheering 
crowd to help him bufid an 
independent state with Jeru- 
salem as its capital. 

‘The challenge is to be or 
not to be,” Mr. Arafat said 
from a balcony. “Can we 
really bmld a national author- 
ity mat will lead to a Palesti- 
nian state with Jerusalem as 
its capital?” 

Tbe crowd roared: “Yes. 
yes, yes.” 

Mr. Arafat saluted Jaba- 
liya camp, where youths 
fought Israeli soldiers with 
stones and bottles in a rebel- 
lion that paved the way for 
the autonomy agreement 
with Israelis and Mr. Arafat's 
own return. 

The speech recaptured 
some of the boundless 
euphoria among Pales tinians 
after gaming autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. At 
least 10, (XX) people turned 
out to see Arafat and 
swarmed around his security 
force. 

He called on Muslim fun- 
damentalists and other oppo- 
nents to join him in the self- 
rule government. - 

“This national authority is 
for all Palestinians and all 
Palestinian territory,” he 
said. 

He added that the self-rule 
accord was tbe best deal he 
could get 

“Maybe the agreement 
that we signed isn’t satisfac- 
tory for some people, but it’s 
tile best we could get in the 
terrible Arab circumst- 
ances.” 

Mr. Arafat again called on 
Israel to free thousands of 
Palestinian prisoners it still 
holds, many of them oppo- 
nents of the autonomy accord 
who have refused to sign 
statements renouncing vio- 
lence that Israel demands as a 
condition for their release. 

As Mr. Arafat spoke, an 
Israeli army helicopter ho- 
vered over the camp, where 
70,000 Palestinians live in 
crushing poverty amid open 
sewers, mounds of garbage 
and widespread joblessness. 
Earlier, Mr. Arafat vowed he 
was home for good after 27 


in exile, convened a 
session of his 
government, and pre 
Palestinians that a state waits 
at the end of tbe hard road 
ahead. 

bn remarks punctuated by 
first-thumping spurts of anger 
and quick smiles, Mir. Arafat 
told an early-morning news 
conference he was upset by 
tile World’s failure to mulre 
on promises of aid for 
self-rule government in 
Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

“All the international 
offers are only ink on paper 
and no thing has been im- 
plemented until now,*’ said 
the man who symbolises the 
cause of the world’s six mil- 
lion Palestinians. 

“My feeling is that they axe 
just promises, promises, 
promises.” 

Mr. Arafat wore his cus- 
tomary otive-drab uniform 
and black-and-white heads- 
carf. 

He was ringed by a cordon 
of nervous security men, who 
leaped at a reporter 
approaching Mr. Arafat’s 
table to flip over a tape in a 
tape recorder. Security has 
been a major concern, often 
given precedence over allow- 
ing people a glimpse of their 
long-awaited leader. 

During Mr. Arafat’s 
speech Friday afternoon to 
8u,000 people in Gaza’s 
square of the Unknown Sol- 
dier, there was an assassina- 
tion scare when a cameraman 
used equipment that looked 
like a pistol grip. Police 
arrested him. 

At* the seaside Palestine 
Hotel, his makeshift head- 
quarters in Gaza, Mr. Arafat 
convened members of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity for a midnight session. 

“The most imp ort an t chal- 
lenge is to bmld the new 
Palestinian authority which 
will lead to an indepe n dent 
Palestinian state,” he said. 

According to the peace 
pact signed by tbe Palestine 
-Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel last 
September, self-rule is to last 
five years, with the final sta- 
tus of the West Bank and 
Gaza to be negotiated two 
years from now. 

The authority is to run 
Gaza and Jericho until elec- 


tions are held in mid-October 
at the earliest. It will be 
sworn in Monday in Jericho, 
said Justice Minister Freih 
Abu Medein. 

Under the accord, Israel 
and the Palestinians also are 
to negotiate the expansion of 
self-rule to the rest of the 
West Bank and the withdraw- 
al of Israeli troops from West 
Bank towns and cities. 

Mr. Arafat said he hoped 
redeployment could be com- 
pleted tty August, paving tbe 
way for the elections. He 
promised that “our elections 
will be held as soon as possi- 
ble” and said he wanted to 
establish a democratic home- 
land. 

Mr. Arafat bristled when a 
reporter asked whether he 
was just visiting the Palesti- 
nian territories. 

“May God forgive yon. It’s 
not a visit, it's not a passing 
visit,” Mr. Arafat said, 
pounding on the table'. “I am 
coming back to my bome- 
.land.” 

Mr. Arafat prayed at the 
spot in JabaGya where 17-year- 
old Hatem Abu Sisi became 
the firat martyr of the intifada 
when an Israeli bullet pierced 
his heart on Dec. 9. 1987. 

Mr. Arafat also stopped at 
the home of Tmari Akel, once 
described as Israel’s most 
wanted man, shot by soldiers 
last December. Akel was a 
local commander of the milit- 
ary wing of Hamas, the group 
opposed to the peace deal 
with Israel . 

Mr. Arafat stressed the 
need for cooperation with 
Hamas and other opposition 
groups. 

“1 call from here to 
Hamas, the (Islamic) Jihad, 
the DFLP (Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine)... and Fateh, I call on 
them to help me lift the heavy 
burden. Come and help me 
lift it,” he said. 

“My brothers, this is a dif- 
ficult march, but it is the 
march of hcros, the mighty 
people,” he said. 

The crowd, mainly young 
men, raised clenched fists 
and nation alist sio- 


He repeated the pledge in 
his first speech on Friday that 
Palestinian rule would even- 

(Coutbmed on page 7) 


N. Yemeni oil field hit 
in war, stops production 


Combined agency dispatches 

NORTHERN YEMEN’S 
U.S.-operated Marib oil field 
will produce no more oil until 
damage from Thursday’s 
southern air rai d is repaired, 
a Yemeni oil ministry official 
said on Saturday. 

An ofi industry source in 
Sanaa said the damage meant 
neither side in the two- 
month-old war is now receiv- 
ing any revenue from oil. 

Ismail Al Daflanri, the oil 
ministry manager at Marib, 
told visiting reporters the 
pumping station which feeds 
the pipeline to the Red Sea 
terminal of Ras Isa was dis- 
abled, with its two water 
coolers wrecked. 

He said the cost might be 

about $1 milli on — well be- 
low the value of one day’s 
production — but had no 
estimate on when it will be 
fixed. “It could be done in a 
few days but we do not know 
bow long it will take to bring 
in replacements,” he said. 

No repair work has begun. 
Each of the wrecked coolers 
Is about the size of a small 
bus. It was unknown whether 
Yemen Hunt Oil Co. had 
replacements at band in Ye- 
men but industry experts said 
thew could be uown in. 

A Yemeni oil field worker 
was killed and 10 other 
Yemenis were wounded in 
the attack on the field. 

Some 1,100 Yemenis work 


at the northern-controlled 
facility along with 400 fore- 
igners, most of them Amer- 
ican, British or Canadian. 

Northern forces on tbe 
edge of Aden meanwhile, 
pounded the dty’s airport 
until rockets in a new bom- 
bardment which also killed 
seven civilians. 

Three children were 
among the dead and 53 more 
were wounded in shelling of 
northern and western sub- 
urbs near the frontline, hos- 
pital officials said. 

Northern troops hit the ci- 
ty’s airport with Katyusha 
rockets, setting hangars 
ablaze, as Planning Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Iryani said 
tiie main goal was to “neut- 
ralise” the airport. 

Dr. Iryani told London- 
based Arab newspaper Al 
Hayat:“Wc told the Amer- 
icans our only objective is to 
neutralise Aden airport, and 
not to lay siege to tbe dty.” 

The airport is dosed to 
civilian traffic but is still 
being used by the southern 
air fence for launching attacks 
on northern forces loyal to 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. 

Dr. Iryani, speaking during 
a visit to New York, also 
accused southern forces of 
using new MiG-29 warplanes 
Thursday to bomb the Marib 
oQ field. 

“Neither north nor south 
Yemen used to own MiG^9 


jets,” Dr. Iryani said. 

Civilian casualties Satur- 
day brought to 464 the num- 
ber of people lolled in the dty 
since the regular northern 
bombardment began on June 
11, with 1,395 wounded. 

Northern troops have adv- 
anced to within one 
kilometre of the dty and have 
cut off the south’s access to 
the oil refinery at Little 
Aden. 

Late Friday tbe breakaway 
southern presidential council 
appealed to the international 
community to “save Aden.” 

“The districts of Aden ... 
are burning, and the whole 
world is just appealing to the 
two sides for a ceasefire,” an 
official statement said. 

The Red Cross in Aden 
warned Saturday that the 
port dty was suffering an 
acute shortage of water. 

The Red Cross said in a 
statement that if the Bir Nas- 
ser pumpin g station were not 
repaired soon, there was a 
risk of epidemics and a 
“catastrophe” in Aden. 

About 50 foreigners 
boarded a Red Cross evacua- 
tion ship for the trip across 
the Gulf of Aden to Djibouti. 

Christina Fedele, a Red 
Cross spokeswoman in Gene- 
va, said it appeared the ship' 
had sailed, because she had 
not been informed of any 
last-minnte hitches. 

The nationalities of the 
evacuees were not given. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor 
are received upon thdr return home Saturday 


by Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prince ss Sarvatb 


King, Queen return home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties Kmg Hussein and 
Queen Noor returned home' 
Saturday evening following 
visits to Britain and the Un- 
ited States during which the 
King underwent medical 
checkups and held talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
senior administration officials 
and members of Congress. 

In a statement upon his 
return, tbe King described his 
trip as successful noting that 
the U.S. administration was 
“serious about the peace pro- 
cess and understands our 
position and stand.” 

The U.S. a dminis tr a tion 
has reaffirmed its keenness 


on maintaining strong ties 
with Jordan in a most positive 
maimer. King Hussein said. 

Asked to predict the future 
of the negotiations on the 
Jordanian-Israeli track, the 
King said: “I believe that we 
will soon embark on an 
arduous and tedious negotia- 
tions process to discuss all 
issues on the Jordanian- 
Israeli agenda that was en-, 
dorsed in Washington in 
September.” 

On Palestine President 
Yasser Arafat's current visit 
to the self-rule areas, the 
King said: “I wish him suc- 
cess and I wish tbe Palesti- 


nian people would retain 
their cohesion and achieve 
their objectives.” 

On Jordanian-Israeli nego- 
tiations, the King said: “1 
believe that we are starting 
the negotiations soon and it 
, would be ardous and hard to 
discuss all issues on the com- 
mon Jordanian Israeli agen- 
da. 

V “We are facing a 
v tremendous effort in the bat- 
tle for peace in the near 
future and I hope the results 
would be good, especially 
now that our brothers have 
marched along the path, with 
Egypt in the. lead and later 
tiie Palestinians.” 


Israel is ready to talk about 
extending Palestinian self-rule 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli leaders have said they 
were ready to begin negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians on 
extending Palestinian self- 
rule throughout the West 
Bank, an official here said. 

Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
began preparatory talks 
Tuesday at Erez, on the edge 
of the Gaza Strip, ahead of 
negotiations on the next stage 
of autonomy which was laun- 
ched by a Cairo accord on 
May 4. 

But the two sides have not 
yet discussed extending self- 
rule from the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho to the rest of tire 
occupied West Bank. 

Israeli military and govern- 
ment leaders told Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin dur- 
ing a meeting that talks could 
start on widening autonomy, 
the official said. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, Environment Minister 
Yossa Sarid, foreign ministry 
under-secretary Uri Savir, 
Deputy Chief of Staff Amnon 
Shafaak and General Danny 
Rothshild, Israel’s coordina- 
tor for tbe occupied territor- 
ies, took part in the meeting. 

A series of Israeli-PLO 
committees are to be set up 
to discuss issues left over 


from the Cairo agreement, 
official sources say. 

These include the early 
empowerment of Palestinians 
on the West Bank in health, 
tourism, social Welfare, taxa- 
tion and education, as well 
problems over freedom of 
movement between the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Under tiie declaration of 
principles for autonomy, 
signed last September, Israeli 
forces were to pull out of 
Palestinian population cen- 
tres on the West Bank not 
later than the eve of general 
elections. 

The vote was scheduled for 
no later than July 13, but has 
now been put off by the 
Palestinians until mid- 
October. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres 
were expected to review tiie 
entire autonomy question at 
talks with PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat in Paris on July 6, 
when all three receive a U.N. 
peace award. 

Thousands of Israelis con- 
gregated at Jerusalem’s west- 
ern wall on the Sabbath on 
Saturday to lament Mr. Ara- 
fat’s visit to Gaza and protest 
at a future pilgrimage to the 
Holy City. 

T hope be comes to Jeru- 
salem because if he does, he 
won’t get out alive,” said one 


right-wing Israeli, who did 
not give his name, at a tent 
camp set up by dozens of 
protesters on a hill opposite 
Mr. Rabin’s office. 

Palestinian sources said 
Mr. Arafat did not plan to 
visit Jerusalem on this trip. 

Jewish settler leaders had 
called on Israelis to flock to 
the wall for prayers to voice 
opposition to Mr. Arafat and 
what they believe to be the 
government’s sale of their 
birthright to the biblical land 
of Israel. 

Worshippers stood 20 deep 
the length of tbe wall in a sea 
of white shirts and dark 
pants. Ultra-orthodox sages 
wore fur-trimmed hats in the 
withering heat, as families of 
Jewish settlers pushed prams 
by the wall. 

West Jerusalem, its shops 
dosed and buses idled for the 
Sabbath from dusk on Friday 
until sundown on Saturday, 
was a picture postcard of 
tranquility a day after hun- 
dreds of Israelis opposed to 
the peace deal with the PLO 
scuffled with police. 

“It was a day of humilia- 
tion in the life of the state of 
Israel,” former Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon said 
about Mr. Arafat’s trium- 
phant entry to the Gaza 
Strip. 


Colombia self-goal World Cup 
star shot dead in Medellin 


BOGOTA (Agencies) — 
Gunmen early Saturday lul- 
led the soccer player who 
accidentally scored against 
bis own team, contributing to 
Colombia's surprise first- 
round elimination from the 
World Cup. 

Andres Escobar, 27, was 
shot up to 12 times in a 
parking lot outside a bar in 
his hometown of Medellin at 
3 a.m. and was pronounced 
dead at a hospital, said radio 
reports citing police. 

“Thanks for the auto- 
goal,” or own goal, one of 
the gunmen said before 
shooting Escobar, an uniden- 
tified witness told a radio 
reporter. 

In Dallas, Texas, a mi- 
nute’s silence was observed at 
Saturday’s World Cup match- 
es in memory of Escobar. 

FIFA, soccer’s governing 


body, condemned the act, 
which was apparently meant 
as punishment for Escobar's 
own-goal in CoIomb-'Vs 2-1 
defeat by tbe United States in 
the first round of the World 
Cup. 

“For tbe two round of 16 
matches on Saturday, Sf 
versus Switzerland and 
many versus Belgium, a mi- 
nute's silence will be 
observed in tribute to the 
victim of this dreadful 
crime,” FIFA President Joao 
Havelange said. 

“FIFA deeply condemns 
this cowardly and criminal act 
and hopes that the perpetra- 
tors will be brought to jus- 
tice.” 

U.S. organisers also re- 
leased a statement conde- 
mning the shooting. 

“We are horrified at the 
death of Andres Escobar and 


our deepest sympathy is with 
his family and all those who 
loved his stylish play,” the 
statement said. 

■‘■'“We deplore the violence 
which has taken this talented 
young man’s life.” 

In Colombia, President 
Cesar Gaviria, who attended 
the USA-Colombia match in 
Los Angeles on June 22, 
offered sympathy to Esco- 
bfu-’s family. 

-He said tiie player would 
be remembered for his talent, 
his dedication and his love of 
his country. 

Colombia reacted with 
shock that one of its best 
players was suddenly dead. 

The RCN national radio 
network said 3,000 people 
had gathered in front of the 
morgue in Medellin where 

(Continued on page 12) 


Border 
talks in 

mid- July 
— Anani 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jorda- 
nian and Israeli delegations 
will meet at the experts 
level at Wadi Araba north 
of Aqaba at the Jordanian- 
Israeli borders in the 
second half of July, Minis- 
ter of Information Jawad 
Al Anani said Saturday. 

FayezTarawneh, head of 
the Jordanian peace nego- 
tiations team and the King- 
dom's ambassador to the 
United States, will head the 
Jordanian side to the Wadi 
Araba meeting whose date 
has not yet been finalised. 
Dr. Anani told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Dr. Anani, who was 
speaking after a Regular 
Cabinet session, said that 
the first meeting by the 
Jordanian and Israeli teams 
of experts will define a 
mechanism for subsequent 
meetings and a mechanism 
for the work of the three 
joint Jordanian-Israeli 
committees which win tack- 
le the questions of borders, 
security, water, environ- 
ment and energy. 

These committees were 
decided on during His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
visit to Washington and are 
designed to work out a 
formula that would enable 
Jordan to regain its rights, 
tbe minister said. 

No time limit has been 
fixed for the meetings and 
tiie committees will con- 
tinue their discussions until 
definite agreements have 
been concluded. Dr. Anani 
said. 


The minister said that 
Jordan is keen on maintain- 
ing strong ties with Syria 
and has been careful to 
ensure continued strong re- 
lationships with Damascus 
based on mutual respect. 

Dr. Anani said that U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will visit Jor- 
dan in the second half of 
this month in tbe course of 
his shuttle trips between 
Syria and Israel to give 
momentum to the peace 
process. 

The King’s visit to 
Washington, which in- 
cluded meetings with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, came 
days after Jordan and Israel 
agreed in early June to 
accelerate steps towards 
their future peace. 

This included moving 
their talks to the region 
after holding them in 
Washington since the start 
of Arab-Israeli peace talks 
in Madrid in October 1991. 

Dr. Anani said Amman 
had proposed that the 
meetings take place in 
areas north of Aqaba — 
along the ceasefire line in 
tiie Wadi Araba valley. 

“Under the umbrella of 
this commission, three sub- 
committees dealing with 
borders, water, energy and 
the environment, and with 
security will meet at the 
same time in different sites 
along (Jordanian-Israeli 
sides of) the valley,” Dr. 
Anani said. 

The minister denied that 

an agreement was reached 
among Jordan and Israel 
and the United States on a 
date for holding the tripar- 
tite U.S. Jordanian-Israeli 
committee meeting. He 
said Jordan's official posi- 
tion regarding further 
meetings would be 
announced later 

On the siege on Aqaba, 
the minister said that Jor- 
dan has readied a final 
agreement with the Lloyds 
register firm which will 
conduct the observation of 
goods in Aqaba. 

He said that the agree- 
ment does not allow for any 
infringement on Jordan's 
sovereignty and at tiie same 
time meets tiie internation- 
al demands concerning 
sanctions on Iraq. 
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Orthodox Christians demand ends 
to patriarch’s real-estate dealings 


By P.V. Vivekanand « 

Jordan 77m es Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Eastern 
Orthodox Christians in Jor- 
dan and Palestine have 
stepped up their efforts to 
prevent the Greek head of 
their church in Jerusalem 
from disposing off church 
property in the Holy City 
and elsewhere in the occu- 
pied territories. 

The Eastern Orthodox 
Church commonly 
called the Greek Orthodox 
Church, is among the rich- 
est of all religious congrega- 
tions in the Holy Land. It 
owns dozens of churches, 
monasteries, schools, hos- 
pices. hotels, bouses 
(rented and otherwise), and 
shops in and around Jeru- 
salem and elsewhere in the 
occupied territories as well 
as within the boundaries of 
Israel as it was created in 
I«Mg. 



cases, although saddening 
to the hearts of the com- 
munity, has opened the 
eyes to the importance of 
keeping up the struggle so 
as to save the Orthodox 

legacy in the Holy Land,” 
Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

The Orthodox communi- 
ties in Jordan and Palestine 
art demanding that: 

— All deals related to 
orthodox church property 
be conducted in public and 
all details be made available 
to the community; and 

— Gear accounting be 
made of the proceeds 
the transactions. 



Found Farraj 


Raouf Abu Jaber 


The Greek leadership of 
the church has been locked 
in a running conflict with 
the Arab community for 
many years, with the com- 
munity accusing the 
Jerusalem-based patriar- 
chate of disregarding the 
rights of his congregation 
and following an autocratic 
way of dealing with church 
property and affairs. 

TTic disposal of land in 
the occupied territories is a 
highly sensitive issue, given 
the Israeli drive to acquire 
Arab land through all 
means and build settle- 
ments there. 


property. 

. “A 1958 Jordanian law 
gives the patriarchate its 
rights, duties and responsi- 
bilities." said Mr. Farraj. 
“The patriarch uses his 
rights, but does not respect 
his duties and responsibili- 
ties.” 

“The only authority that 
could do something about 
the state of affairs of the 
church is the government.” 
Mr. Farraj told the Jordan 
Times. “But, given the sen- 
sitivity of the affair, the 
government is treading very 
carefully.” 

“The clergymen are hav- 
ing a good time at the ex- 
pense of the community 
and church property,” said 
Mr. Farraj. “This has to 


between Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem. “Visiting the 
site now is a heart-rending 
experience,” Dr. Abu Ja- 
ber said. “Instead of the 
thousands of the Roman- 
called old olive trees, one 
sees roads being paved, set- 


tlements being constructed 
its of < 


The very fact that there 
are very few Arab clergy- 
men in the patriarchate — 
four Arabs as opposed to 90 
Greeks — is on indicator of 
the patriarch's approach to 
church affairs, community 
leaders say. 

During a recent annual 
general meeting of the ■ 
Orthodox Society, com- 
munity leaders voiced their 
deep concern over the “dic- 
tatorial way” Patriarch 
Diodoros 1 deals with 
church property and the 
affairs of the church. They 
renewed an appeal to die 
government to seek an end 
to such practices, said 
Raouf Abu Jaber, head of 
the society. 

“All members ques- 
tioned the right of the pat- 
riarch to dispense with land 
and property and the man- 
ner in which he has been 
doing recently through 
long-term lease,” said Dr. 
Abu Jaber. 

The patriarch has not 
been consulting the com- 
munity while handling 
church property despite the 
fact that he is obliged to do 
SO. said Dr. Abu Jaber. 

Found Farraj. a promin- 
ent member of the Ortho- 
dox Society and former de- 
puty representing Jeru- 
salem in the Jordanian par- 
liament, said that only the 
government could do any- 
thing to dissuade the pat- 
riarch from such unilateral 
way of dealing with church 


)ffirial sources said the 
government had conveyed 
to the oatriarch the con- 
cerns and asked him to doscly 
consult the community in 
his dealings. But in view of 
the Israeli occupation of the 
Holy Land, the government 
finds itself handicapped to 
go beyond such diplomatic 
means, the officials said. 

Dr. Farraj said the very 
. term “Greek Orthodox 
Church” is misleading. “If 
you go back in history, the 
term was only used to dis- 
tinguish between the West- 
ern and Eastern Roman 
empires.” and there is no- 
thing specially Greek about 
die church except that it has 
mostly been headed by, a 
Greek-origin cleric, he said. 

“There are some people 
who would like to remain 
within the Arab perspective 
and call it Arab Orthodox 
Church, while others would 
like to call it Eastern Ortho- 
dox Church since it indudes 
faithful beyond the Arab 
World,” Mr. Farraj said. 

Dr. Abu Jaber provided 
'several examples of the 
"flagrant violations of Laws 
of the land, the church code 
«md general standards of 
moral ethics” by Patriarch 
Diodoros I. who was 
appointed in 1981, and 
whose real estate activities 
are run by Jacob Kahati, an 
Israeli Jew and former in- 
telligence officer. 

These induded either a 
99-year lease or outright 
sale of more than 800 
dunums of church Land near 
Deir Mar Elias on the road 


and depots of construction 
machinery and material,” 
be said. 

In Nazareth, a 422- 
dunum plot was sought by 
the Orthodox community 
there to build a commercial 
centre and a housing sub- 
urb, but the patriarch sold 
the land to “a wheeler- 
dealer who was known to 
Jaffa brought legal action 
against this deal, but seek- 
ing justice from an occupy- 
ing force is like attack a bull 
with a needle,” he said. 

Among other examples 
of the patriarch's unilateral 
way of dealing with church 
property died by Dr. Abu 
Jaber were: 

— The patriarch's move 
to take control of 5,500 
square metres of land used 
by the Jaffa community for 
□early 140 years. “The pat- 
riarch claimed ownership, 
but even an Israeli court 
turned down his case,” said 
Dr. Abu Jaber. 

— A 1991 exchange of a 
large area of land near a 
Jewish settlement for a 
small piece of land else- 
where. Dr. Abu Jaber said 
the exchange was dearly 
aimed at giving the settle- 
ment “better control of the 
Jerusalem- Jericho road." 

— An Orthodox cemet- 
ery on Jabal Sabayun over- 
looking the Silwan neigh- 
bourhood of Jerusalem is 
now open for the burial of 
Israeli soldiers and Russian 
immigrants “who came to 
Israel as Jewish settlers and 
died as Orthodox Rus- 
sians.” 

“By entertaining such 
ridiculous daims, the non- 
Arab clergy undermine the 
Arab existence in Jeru- 
salem and its environs at a 
most crocial time,” Dr. 
Abu Jaber said. 

He said reports say that 
the patriarch is now en- 
gaged in negotiations to sell 
church land in the Mount of 
Olives, in the coast of Acre, 
on Jabal Tabor near 
Nazareth and in Ramleh. 

"The discussion of these 


The meeting of the 
Orthodox Society in Am- 
man, representing about 
200,000 Orthodox Christ- 
ian s in Jordan and Pales- 
tine, also dedded to send 
an (men letter to Patriarch 
Diodoros I warning him 
any more disposal 
church land. “The com- 
munities remember the 
solemn promise made by 
Patriarch Diodoros I during 
his election campaign in 
1981 when he made a prom- 
ise at tiie Abdali Orthodox 
Church that not an inch of 
church property will be dis- 
posed off,” Dr. Abu Jaber 
said. “They dedded to re- 
mind him of this in public.” 

The society also sent 
cables of thanks to His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
“who opened the eyes of 
the country to the import- 
ance of preserving and pro- 
tecting Awqaf property 
through his generous act 
towards the Dome of the 
Rock repairs,” Dr. Abu Ja- 
ber said. “They also thank- 
ed His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan for 
his keen interest and under- 
standing, and prime minis- . 
ter for the instructions he 
has given to safeguard the 
interests of the Orthodox 
communities and the pre- 
servation of their legal 
rights.” 

“The big questions is: 
How long will this sad situa- 
tion continue and will there 
be., a constructive change 
. like in other. Arab .churches 
such as the Latin, Greek, 
Catholic and Protestant?” 
said Dr. Abu Jaber. “Or 
will the confrontation con- 
tinue until the explosion 
occurs?” 

be a front for a big Jewish 
housing society,” and part 
of the land is “already the 
site of an Israeli armoured 
car factory,” Dr. Abu Jaber 
said. 

A subsequent court rul- 
ing favoured the church 
community and said that 
the patriarch, “as custo- 
dian, is under an obligation 
to give the orthodox com- 
munity details of deals.” 

In Jaffa, an Orthodox 
cemetery of 16.7 dunums 
was sold to an Israeli- 
Canadian construction 
company which has now 
built 250 housing units 
there. Dr. Abu Jaber gave 
another example. ‘"The 
Orthodox Committee in 





i A highway a|M * a on c hurch belonging originally to the Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem 


Iraq pledges to search for missing Kuwaitis 


GENEVA (R) — Iraq 
pledged on Friday to look 


iuay 

into the fate of oOO Kuwaitis 
missing since Baghdad's 
|UW_U| occupation of the 
emirate, officials from both 
countries said. 

But Western diplomats 
said (hey were sceptical about 
Iraq's cooperation, which 
seme suspected was aimed at 
gaining support for the re- 
moval of crippling United 


Nations economic sanctions. 

It was the first time sin« 
October 1991 that an Iraqi 
delegation had attended such 
talks, held in Geneva under 
the auspices of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the -Red 
Cross tlCRC). 

Kuwait submitted detailed 
dossiers on 609 nationals mis- 
sing since the end of the Gulf 
war and called for Iraq to 
report back its findings within 


two months, Kuwaiti officials 
said. 

Mohammad Al Haddad, a 
board member of Kuwait’s 
national committee for pris- 
oners of war and missing per- 
sons. said Iraq's mere attend- 
ance was a "change for the 
better." 

"It is a step forward,” he 
told Reuters. “But we are 
definitely still sceptical." 

Kuwait sought a promise of 


information about those mis- 
sing not larer than end of 
August, he said. “The Iraqi 
delegation said the time was 
short. But we expect in- 
formation by then.** be said. 


"The Iraqis promised to give 
a substantial answer.” 


Kuwait was backed by Bri- 
tain. France, Saudi Arabia 
and the United States, 


Key dates and events in life of Arafat 


The Associated Press 


Aug. 4, 1929: Arafat says he 
was born in Jerusalem, but 
independent researchers 
said his birthplace was 
either Gaza or Cairo, 
Egypt. He was boro to a 
prosperous Palestinian mer- 


chant who died fighting in 
the first Arab-Israeli war of 
1948. 

1951-1957: He was sent to 
Cairo University to study 
engineering ana soon be- 
came involved with the fun- 
damentalist Muslim 
Brotherhood after enrolling 
in 1951. He oigamsed the 
Union of Palestinian Stu- 
dents of which he was presi- 
dent in 1952-56. He got his 
first military training in 
Egypt, serving as a reserve 
second lieutenant and lead- 
er of a demolitions squad in 
the 1956 Suez war between 
Israel and the Arabs. Ara- 
fat’s ties to the fun- 
damentalists led to a war- 
rant for his arrest in early 
1957 while he was attending 
a student conference in Pra- 
gue, Czechoslovakia. He 
fled to Kuwait, where he 

got a job as an engineer and 
opened a private contract- 
ing business. 

1959: In Kuwait in October, 
Arafat and like-minded 
young Palestinians founded 



pumping station. Thereaf- 
ter, the Palestinians 
observed Jan. 1, 1965, as 
the beginning of the revolu- 
tionary movement even 
though the organisation was 
a creation of the Arab 
League m 1964 and the first 
rihairman was a Palestinian 
lawyer, Ahmed Shukairy. 
1967: The Arabs were defe- 
ated by farad in the 1967 
Middle East war. It was 
then that Arafat slipped 
into the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank of the Jordan 
River and organised resist- 
ance cells. 


Arafat 


Al Fatah, an underground 
group whose members be- 
lieved Palestinians should 
work independently for the 
return of their homeland. 
Moving to Beirut, Arafat 
began organising wi thin the 
refugee camps and raising 
fends to start a guerrilla 
group. 


1964: On New Year’s eve, 
Arafat took command of a 
squad of five guerrillas and 
crossed from Lebanon into 
northern .Israel where fee 
guerrillas attacked a warter- 


1969-1974: Arafat took 
charge of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) from Shukairy in 
February, 1969, and by 
1974 Arab heads of state 
declared Arafat’s PLO to 
be the “sole representative 
Of the Pales tinian people.” 
The same year he was in- 
vited to address the U.N. 
General Assembly and 
characteristically he arrived 
in battle garb with a pistol 
holster strapped to his side. ' 
1975-1980: Arafat is 
deemed a “terrorist," yet 
be dispatched his guerrillas 
to help evacuate U.S. 
citizens during Lebanon's 
1975-76 civil war and medi- 
ated with Iran’s Ayatollah 
Ruhoilab Khomeini for the 


release of U.S. hostages 
seized in Tehran in 1979. 
Arafat’s Al Fateh guerrillas 
in 1980 adopted a resolu- 
tion calling for the “liquida- 
tion” of Israel. 

1982: Although the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 
resulted in the expulsion of 
his PLO from Beirut, Ara- 
fat proclaimed it the PLO's 
“greatest victory.’* His 
guerrillas stood up to the 
Israeli army for 88 days, 
longer than any Arab array 
was able to do four previous 
wan. 

1985: In October, Arafat 
narrowly escaped death 
when Israeli warplanes de- 
molished the PLO head- 


:*■ 


quarters in a long-range air 
raid on Tonis, the Tunisian 


capital. 

1991: Arafat is married in 
Tunis to Suha Tawii, the 
daughter of a Palestinian 
activist and writer. She stu- 
died political science at the 
•Sorbonne in Paris. She was 
raised a Christian, but con- 
• verted to Arafat’s Muslim 
faith. 

1994: Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin sign the Cairo accord 
on May 4, which Introduced 
self-rule in Gaza and 
Jericho. Arafat made his 
historic return to Gaza on 
Friday. 


‘Rodeo’ skills help prepare air forces for any contingency 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Just as World Cup soccer is 
drawing international crowds 
to major cities in the United 
States, the international 
military air competition 
known as "Rodeo *94” is a 
similar magnet in Washing- 
ton state. 

The “star performers” in 
this June 25-July 1 competi- 
tion — described as the 
"Olympics” of air mobility — 
are the pilots and their crews 
from 13 nations. 

Teams from Australia, 
Belgium, Britain, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, Portugal, Singapore. 
South Korea, Spain and the 
United States are at 
McChord air force base 
(AFB). near Tacoma, com- 
peting in varied events de- 
monstrating such skills as 
short airfield landings, com- 
bat control tactics, aircraft 
maintenance, and aerial re- 
fuelling. 

The Italian team flew two 
Aeritalia G-222s to the 
Rodeo, the Spanish competi- 
tors brought an Airtecb CN- 
235, Transal! C-160s accom- 


panied the Germans and 
French, and the remaining 
international teams flew C- 
130 Hercules transporters. 
Participating U.S. airaaft in- 
duded the 017 Gtobemas- 
ter, 0141 Starlifter, 05 
Galaxy, KC-135 Straxotanker 
and KOIOA Extender. 

U.S. Air Force Major 
General Marvin Ervin, his 
year’s Rodeo commander, 
noting the serious nature of 
the competition, said the 
skills being evaluated are the 
same ones which would be 
used during a military de- 
ployment in either combat or 
peacetime. “Everything that 
we do in a contingency, we 
arepractising here,” he said. 

“These are the (same) air- 
craft, crews and support peo- 
ple we see,” Ervin explained, 
“when we go someplace 
around the world.” He said 
the Rodeo organisers could 
not accommodate all of the 
international teams which 
wanted to participate this 
year. However, Brazil. Chile, 
Egypt, Indonesia, Jordan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, the 
Netherlands. Thailand, Tuni- 


sia and Venezuela sent obser- 
vers, and Ervin said he ex- 
pects all of them will be able 
to compete next year. 

Exposing other countries 
to new or different proce- 
dures that are practised is 
part of the purpose of the 
Rodeo, according to Hewg- 

fey- 

Four Jordanian observers 
were scheduled to fly on June 
29 with the 37tb Airlift 
Squadron, which is normally 
based in Frankfurt and has 
been flying air drops to Bos- 
nia as part of Operation Pro- 
vide Promise. Royal Jorda- 
nian Air Force Captain 
Jameei Oudah said they 
would be flying on a C-130 to 
view firsthand a personnel air 
drop and to “see if there is 
anything new” in the squad- 
ron’s techniques. 

Hewgley noted that obser- 
ver nation Mexico was able to 
learn from American C-130 
crews bow to conduct tactical 
airdrops. 

“It would certainly have 
bwn nice to have some of the 
form er Soviet Union folks 
represented” this year, the 



commander added, predict- 
ing their participation in fu- 
ture competitions. 

U.S. Air Force General 
Ronald Fogleman, comman- 
der of headquarters at the 
U.S. Transportation Com- 
mand and Commander of the 
Air Mobility Command 
(AMC) at Scott AFB,; 
pointed to "the spirit of- 
camaraderi" taking place at 
the Rodeo, including the ex-'. 
change of flag and aircraft 
pins as well as squadron- 
patches and T-shirts. A nom-l 
ber of U.S. allies were invited; 1 
to the “world class event," he; ; 
said, with Singapore and-! 
South Korea responding toll 
the invitation by sending air;; 
force teams for tiie first time.-J 

Air Force Captain Troy*; 
Hewgley. director of internal 
tional teams for the competi-1 
tion, said global jsarticipation^ 
is "the most important”} 
aspect of the Rodeo. He said 
it builds a rapport and work-' 
ing relationship with possible; 
future military leaders while! 
perfecting skills which mayf 
be needed “for future scenar-; 
ios around the world. ** 
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By Ian Alalia 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Higher 
National Committee for the 
Jerash Festival, which is 
chaired by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, Saturday 
strongly rejected politically- 
based protests of this year’s 
programme. 

-J “The committee realises 
_ the major challenges and pro- 
l' ; ' found changes which face our 
. region ,* 1 said a statement re- 
leased to the press by festival 
-director Akram Masarweb. 
“There is no avail in con- 
fronting the reality of the 
path of history by calls for 
isolation or ideological 
screams," the statement said 
.alluding to calls by some wri- 
ters to bar prominent Arab 
poet Adonis from attending 
the festival because he 
attended a meeting with 
Israeli intellectuals late last 
year in Granada, Spain. 

During a press conference 

- to annouce the 13th festival’s 
programme for this summer, 
Mr. Masarweh reiterated that 

-< the festival “will be open to 
all Arab artists, regardless of 
• their politics." 

The Jerasb Festival is an 
open and democratic arena, 
he said, where artists are 
5 . chosen to perform, as was the 
_case with Adonis, “not for his 
Apolitical views, but for his 
I artistic merits.” 

To agree or disagree with 
j: Adonis’s views was one 
thing, Mr. Masarweh said, 

- but to block him born redt- 


kis FLO from Beirut. .\ :a . ing his poetry based on those 
fat proclaimed it the views was another matter 
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pledged that in the future the 
festival would “study with 
meticulous care” the artists 
chosen as a part of its prog- 
ramme, it stressed that above 
all, its goal was to see 
“awakened progress” in the 
festival’s programme “to 
strengthen aO which is human 
and true in our ... Arab 
cultural heritage.” 

The 13 th Jerash Festival 
has been expanded signifi- 
cantly -over those held from 
1991-1993. The festival will 
be returned to the hill scale it 
held before the advent of the 
Gulf War brought on finan- 
cial difficulties for the festival 
and the Amman-Jerash road 
was closed for reconstruc- 
tion. 

Now that the road is open 
again, Mr. Masarweh said, 
“we expect to receive 10,000 
to 20,000 visitors daily.” 

The 13th staging of the 
festival, which will last from 
July 20 to August 6 , will 
indude five theatrical per- 
formance areas in the ancient 
Roman city and 54 perform- 
ing groups, some 20 of which 
are Jordanian. 

Among major artists com- 
ing to the festival are Syrian 
singers Ah' Sabah Fakhri and 
George Wassouf, Qatari an- 
ger Ali Abdul Sattar, and 
Lebanese musician Mansour 
Rabbani as director of a 
musical entitled. “The Will 
Play.” Also coming is New 
Zealand opera singer Malvi- 
na Major. 

Mr. Masarweh confirmed 
that the noted Palestinian 
poet Mahmoud Darweesh, 
although until recently sche- 
duled to p e rf orm , is now 


ii 








Lebanese vocalist Rageb Alameh performs at the 
1993 Jerash Festival (File photo) 


unable to come. 

The festival includes a 
forum known as “Masrah A1 
Ibdaa” or “Theatre of a 
Creativity” which will serve 
as a “window” for the public 
to see talented Jordanians 
“who otherwise would not 
have had the chance to par- 
ticipate in the festival," 
according to Mr. Masarweh. 


Police release more names of dead in road accident 
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By Rana Hnasdni 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Police on 
Saturday released the 
names of two more people 
who were killed in the June 
27 Amman-Irbid road acci- 
dent. 

The deceased, Hussein 
Mohammad (29) and his 
wife Sana'a Suleiman (20), 
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were identified by rela- 
tives, the report stud. 

. The report also released 
the names of four other 
victims who were transfer- 
red to King Hussein Medic- 
al Hospital on Thursday for 
treatment. 

The injured are:Ribhi 
Ahmad (18), Ghazi Ahmad 
(24), Mohammad Kamal 
(9) and Mashonr Hassan 
(28). The four are listed in 


fair condition. 

The accident involved 
two passenger buses and a 
tractor which collided at 
the Naimeh intersection, 
killing 31 people and injur- 
ing 92 others. Other 
sources reported 32 dead. 

It was the second worst 
road accident in the coun- 
try in a two-month period. 

Meanwhile, the CrvB De- 
fence Department (CDD) 


weekly statistics report said 
42 people were killed in 
various accidents in the 
country. Of the 553 acci- 
dents the CDD responded 
to, 415 were emeigendes 
and 129 fires. 

According to Captain 
Abdul Ra’of Ma’aytab, 
director of public relations 
at the CDD, road accidents 
accounted for most of this 
week’s emergencies. 


Family medicine clinic opens at university 


. .USAID representative in 
Jordan Tom ' Oliver and 
Vincent Hunt of Brown 
University addressed the 
inauguration ceremony 
stressing the importance of 
the clinic’s services to the 
community. 

They said they hoped 
that the new clinic’s prog- 
ramme would contribute to 
the development of medic- 
al services in Jordan as a 
whole. 

Sami Kbouri, head of a 
committee in charge of 
family medicine at the Uni- 
versity’s Faculty of Medi- 
cine told the Jordan Tunes ' 
that the programme would 
cover as a first stage, staff 


and faculty members in- 
sured through the universi- 
ty. 

“We need time to recruit 
sufficient staff to ensure the 
continuity of the program- 
me because we are con- 
cerned with patient follow- 
up," said Dr. Khouri. 

He said that USAID has 
pledged $793,000 to be 
spent over four years by 
Brown University on the 
purchase of computers and 
the training of staff mem- 
bers. 

The programme requires 
staff members at the clinic 
to meet with each patient 
'for at least 30 minutes to 
obtain his/her background 


and medical history, and 
later have shorter follow- 
up meetings with these pa- 
tients during regular visits. 

The clinic will provide 
comprehensive and con- 
tinuous medical services to 
families covered within the 
programme at reasonable 
fees, according to Dr. 
Khouri. 

He added that the clinic 
will stress punctuality. 

“After we have estab- 
lished the right working 
mechanism and acquired 
sufficient staff for continui- 
ty, we plan to expand the 
services to indude other 
sectors of patients.” said 
Dr. Khouri. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 
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thrd youth theatre festival 

Jr Drama in Arabic entitled “A Face For Everything” at 
the the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:30 p.m. 


* Sculpture and ceramic exhibition by Iraqi artist Lafch A1 
Turk at the Orfafi Art GflBery in Umm Utindna (Tel. 
826932). 

ft Exhibition by Lebanese artist Gloria Tannonri at Phi- 
; fadelpbla Hotel (Tel. 607100). 

* Exhibition of Palestinian national heritage at the Phoenix 
. Gallery for Art and Culture (TeL 695291). 

* Two exhibitions by artists Khaldoun Abdul Razzaq and 
Abdul Jabbar Snkauan at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition by artist Rqj&’ Abu Ghazaleh entitled “Herit- 
age and Faces” at tiie Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft hinting exhibition by artist Fakhr Farzat at Bahwiwn 
Art Gallery (TeL 687598). 


☆ Exhibition by plastic artist Kbeiri HanaDah at the 
Jordanian Plastic Association in Shmeisani (Tel. 
699914). 

•fr Exhib ition by artists Hassan Abboud and Hadi Sa’id at 
tiie Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture (Tel. 695291). 

☆ Exhibition by artist Bishara Al Najjar at the Orient 
Gallery Cor Fine Arts, Gardens Str. (Id, 698513). 

☆ Painting undnliitinai by Iraqi painters “The Pioneers 
Group” at Al Ain Art Gallery — Wadi Saqra (TeL 
644451) 

fr Exhibition on the development of “Le Louvre” at the 
Frendi Cultural Centre. 

☆ Fainting exhlbitkm by artist George Babjouri at AlBalqa 

. Art Gallery (TeL 720677). 

ft Painting exhibition by Jordanian artist Abdul Ra’uf 
Sham'oun at Darat Al Fmum of the Abdul Hamced 
Sboman Foundation In Jabal Luwelbdeh. Abo showing 
“permanent” exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary 
artists (TeL 643251/2). 


Jordan to attend Bahrain meeting 
on regional electricity network 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
delegation will attend a 
July 9-20 meeting in 
Bahrain on a proposal for a 
regional electricity net- 
work, the bead of the Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) said Saturday. 

The meeting was origi- 
nally scheduled to be held 
in Kuwait, but the venue 
was shifted to Bahrain and 
invitees were informed of 
the move this week, offi- 
cials said. 

JEA Director-General 
Mohammad Arafah said 
the meeting, organised by 
the Arab Fund for Social 
and Economic Develop- 
ment (AFSED), will re- 
view studies made so far on 
linking the power grids of 
all Arab countries east of 
the Mediterranean. 

This would mean the six 
Gulf Arab states — Saudi 


Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Oman and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
— which make up the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC), Yemen, Syria, 
Lebanon and Jordan as 
well as Iraq. 

“It is a technical meeting 
involving the complex 
issues involved in linking 
the power grids of all these 
countries,” Mr. Arafah 
told the Jordan Times. 

No farther details were 
available on the proposed 
project. Mr. Arafah said 
studies had been going on 
“for many years,” and that 
details could be discussed 
only after the Bahrain 
meeting. He did not say 
whether he himself might 
be attending the gathering. 

Erstwhile considered a 
routine gathering of tech- 
nical experts, the meeting 
drew sudden attention 
when a Kuwaiti newspaper, 
the English-language Arab 


Tunes, reported Saturday 
that Jordan had been in- 
vited to the meeting to be 
held in the emirate. 

“A Jordanian delegation 
is scheduled to visit Kuwait 
... to attend a conference 
on the electricity linkage of 
eastern Arab states,” the 
Arab Tunes reported. 

Reuters quoted the pap- 
er as saying that the Jorda- 
nian delegation was invited 
by the Arab Fond for So- 
cial and Economic De-' 
velopment along with dele- 
gates from 11 other Arab 
countries. 

Had the meeting taken 
place as scheduled in 
Kuwait, it would have been 
the first official visit of a 
Jordanian delegation to the 
emirate after bilateral rela- 
tions were strained during 
the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Arafah confirmed 
that the meeting was sche- 
duled to be held in Kuwait. 
“But this morning I was 


informed that it has been 
shifted to Bahrain,” he 
said. 

No farther detail or ex- 
planation was immediately 
available as to why the 
venue was shifted. 

The Arab Fund for So- 
cial and Economic De- 
velopment is extending a 
loan of $115 million to help 
Jordan’s energy sector. 
Part of the loan will be used 
to finance an expansion 
project at the JEA’s Aqaba 
thermal power plant and 
part for completing the 
Aqaba segment of a link- 
age between the power 
grids of Jordan and Egypt. 

The Jordanian-Egyptian 
connection will be the fore- 
runner of the proposal re- 
gional network. Jordan, . 
Egypt, Syria. Iraq and Tur- 
key have signed an agree- 
ment under which then- re- 
spective networks would be 
linked. 


The re-expanded festival 
will also include some 38 
Arab and Jordanian poets, a 
handicrafts area which will 
feature Omani artisans, a 
book display and a seminar 
on Arabic poetry entitled 
“Foreign Effects on Contem- 
porary Arab Poetry,” among 
other events and perform- 
ances. 


Cabinet selects team to refugee host meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Satur- 
day announced that Jordan 
will take part in a conference 
by Arab states hosting re- 
fugees due to open in Damas- 
cus on July 16. 

The Cabinet formed a de- 
legation to take part in the 
week-long meeting headed 
by Asem Ghosheh, head of 
the Palestinian affairs depart- 
ment. 

The Cabinet also 
announced the appointment' 
of Mohammad Obeidat as 
secretary general of the Au- 
dit Bureau. Mr. Obeidat was 
serving as secretary general 
of the Ministry of Com- 
munications and Postal 
Affairs. 


The Council of Ministers 
appointed Hashem Abdul 
Razzaq Qudah ta replace Mr. 
Obeidat at the ministry. 

Last week the Cabinet 
appointed Abed Kharabsheh 
as head of die Audit Bureau; 
he was previously its secret- 
ary general. 

A statement at the end of 
the Cabinet meeting said the 
council also approved of 
jp 50 million worth of in- 
dustrial, trade and education- 
al projects as economic pro- 
jects exempt from taxes 
according to a law on en- 
couraging investments. 

It said the projects will 
employ Jordanian workforce 
and include food and drug 
industries, garment and tex- 


tiles, agricultural and medical 


equipment. 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment came under fire from 
several Parliament members 
who criticised its policies in 
appointing civil servants. 

Meeting in the Photos Hall 
at Parliament, 53 deputies 
listened to Mohammad 
Thuneibai, minister of state 
for administrative develop- 
ment and Abdullah Ulayyan, 
head of the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) outline 
the government’s policies and 
regulations for filling vacant 
positions in government de- 
partments. 

Some of the deputies said 
they were entirely dissatis- 
fied with the manner in which 


these policies are im- 
plemented, accusing the gov- 
ernment of bang unfair in its 
treatment of applicants. 

They presented ideas and 
suggestions on the process of 
appointments and agreed 
with Parliament Speaker 
Taher Masri and the minister 
that another meeting should 
be held to clarify some points 
and to put forth further prop- 
osals- to help improve the 
system. 

According to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, some of 
the deputies said they wanted 
to meet with Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majati to dis- 
cuss new political develop- 
ments. 


Minister, French envoy review economic prospects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Industry and Trade Rima 
Khalaf Saturday suggested 
that a mechanism be set up 
between Frendi and Jorda- 
nian businesspersons to help 
both sides get acquainted 
with" investment' opportuni- 
ties in Jordan. — -*■- 
Speaking during a meeting 
with French Ambassador to 
Jordan Bernard Bajdet, Dr. 
Khalaf said the entire Middle 
East region, including Jor- 
dan, is expected to witness 


major changes in die near 
future, which, she said, 
would have their impact on 
the economic sector. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the two officials 
focused their discussion on 
tourism, agricultural - inputs, 
plastics and fertiliser sectors, 
and the two sides agreed to 
follow up on these topics with 
further contacts between 
business sectors in France 
and Jordan. 

The agency reported that 


discussion also covered pros- 
pects for cooperation be- 
tween medium-size com- 
panies in both countries in 
joint investments. 

The meeting came in the 
wake of a series of visits to 
Jordan' by F re rich 
businesspersons last month 
during which discussion cen- 
tered on joint investments 

The French side met with 
government officials and rep- 
resentatives of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry to re- 


view ways of boosting trade 
and investments. 

In May, Dr. Khalaf depu- 
tised for His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. thg 
Regent, in ‘opening 'jj 
Jordanian-French - economy 
cooperation, conference ig 
Pans. 

The conference resulted in 
the creation of a Franco- 
Jordanian business council 
which was declared in Am- 
man last month. 


Alia Gateway Hotel posts JD 1.2m in profits in 1993 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — AKa Gateway 
Hotel, near Queen Aha In- 
ternational Airport (QAIA), 
Saturday announced JD 1.2 
million in profits for 1993. 

Hotel General Manager 
Nazih Dabbas said that in the . 
first three years after its 
establishment in 1985, the 
hotel suffered recurrent los- 
ses, but afterwards the facil- 
ity's financial condition pick- 
ed up and last year the hotel’s 
net profits amounted to 
JD 1.2 million. 

Between 1985 and 1987. 
the hotel suffered JD 705,000 
in losses which were covered 
by profits in the subsequent 

S , Dr. Dabbas told tiie 
in Times. 

He said the bote] so far 


accumulated profits totalling 
JD 4 million, of which JD 2 
million are being spent on 
renovating the hotel. 

Dr. Dabbas said that the 
renovation, which started last 
month, will cover all sections 
of the facility and take a year 
to complete. 

He said the largest portion 
of last year’s profits were 
earned from revenue on 
accommodations for transit 

Dr. ^Dabbas safd that the 
hotel has accommodated a 
total of one million guests 
from its establishment until 
the year end 1993. 

Noting that the hotel is' 
controlled by Royal Jorda- 
nian, tiie national carrier, Dr. 
Dabbas said that 275 Jorda- 
nians are currently employed 
at the facility. 






The Alfa Gateway Hotel near Queen AHa International 
Airport (File photo) 


Indian exporters see good potential in Jordan 


S*M"S «**-*'- 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Enough will ex- 
ists among Jordanians and 
Indians to expand trade rela- 
tions, and that is one of the 
keys to the search for in- 
creased business ties, visiting 
Indian manufacturers and ex- 
porters said Saturday. 

Vrneet Vhmani, president 
of the Punjab, Haryana and 
Delhi Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, (PHDCCI), 
said a seven-member Indian 
business team he is leading 
on a visit to Jordan got this 
impression from talks with 
Ministry of Trade and Am- 
man Chamber of Commerce 
officials Saturday. 

“They told ns they are very 
much interested in increasing 
trade relations with India, 
and are ready to remove any 
obstacles that stand in the 
way,” Mr. Vumani, leader of 
the team, told the Jordan 
Times. 

Hie Indian business de- 
legation, making the first of 
its kind visit to Jordan, is 
hi ghl y optimistic that Indian 
exporters can successfully 
compete with other suppliers 
to Jordan in foodstuffs, tex- 
tiles and engineering pro- 
ducts, he said, 

“All things being equal in 
terms of price, quality and 


delivery terms, we are sure 
that Jordanians will favour 
imports from India, given the 
excellent relations between 
the two countries,” said Mr. 
Virmani, referring to the 
large Indian imports of 
Jordanian phosphates and 
potash. 

Mr. Virmani, president of 
the PHDCCI, and other 
members of the delegation 
said the decline in Indian 
imports from Jordan in the 
last two years was the result 
of dramatic changes in the 
international market as well 
as fundamental shifts in Indi- 
a's import policies, but that 
the situation would improve 
soon. 

Punjab, Haryana and De- 
lhi are among the leading 
Indian provinces accounting 
for a sizeable part of the 
country’s agriculture and in- 
dustry. They are also among 
the richest. 

The three areas also con- 
sume huge quantities of ferti- 
lisers for agriculture, and, as 
such, could also, directly and 
indirectly, help increase Indi- 
an imports of Jordanian 
fertiliser-related items such 
as phosphate and potash. 

The visit of the delegation* 
comes at a time when fun- 
damental shifts in Indian im- 
port and export policies have 
led to a sharp decline in 


India’s purchase of Jordanian 
phosphates and potash; in 
1993, India’s imports from 
Jordan totalled JD 65 million 
compared with nearly JD 130 
million in 1991. 

“Indian imports from Jor- 
dan are going to rise, and this 
is a reality,” said T.S. Sun- 
da ram, deputy secretary 
general of the PHDCCI, re- 
ferring to the increased role 
that foe Indian government 
has given to the private sector 
in agricultural production 
where fertilizers are em- 
ployed. 

Samih Madani, director- 
general of the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company 
(JPMC), agreed with the 
assessment and said the com- 
pany was highly optimistic 
that Indian purchases of 
Jordanian phosphates were 
going to increase next year. 

Mr. Virmani and Mr. Son- 
daram said Indian business- 
men were counting on their 
country's good relations until 
Jordan to help them gain 
access to other markets in tiie 
region, including tiie West 
Bank and Gaza Strip as well 
as Iraq. 

“Jordan is the gateway to 
the region,” said Mr. Sundar- 
am, noting that all members 
of the visiting delegation 
were manufacturers and ex- 
porters and npt middlemen. 


“Some of them are willing 
to look into other possibili- 
ties, but the main fbois is on 
export of their own pro- 
ducts,” said Mr. Virmani. 

Indian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan A.K. Bodhiraja said the 
Indian government approach 
to trade with Jordan was very' 
liberal. “The objective is to 
expand trade ties despite the . 
imbalance,” Mr. Bodhiraja 
said, referring to the higher 
Indian imports from Jordan 
than exports to the Kingdom.. 

The ambassador said the 
Indian position was articu- 
lated to Jordanian officials, 
during the visit last month of 
Indian Agriculture Minister 
Balram Jakhar, a highly in- 
fiueutial figure in the ruling 
party in New Delhi. 

In a meeting with the visit- 
ing delegation on Saturday, 
Chamber of Commerce chief 
Haidar Murad also empha- 
sised the theme and called for 
increased trade relations. 

The delegation is sche- 
duled to meet with Chamber 
of Industry representatives as 
well as the Jordan Business- 
men Association on Sunday 
before leaving Jordan. 

In the meantime, Jorda- 
nian businessmen are holding 
one-to-one meetings with the 
visitors, exploring possibili- 
ties. 
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Bosnian rivals slam latest peace plan 


Senate backs Clinton on Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — Leaden 
of Bosnia's wamng Serb and 
Muslim factions have dismis- 
sed the latest international 
peace plan even before its 
details are due to be disclosed 
to them in Geneva next 
week. 

Bosnia’s Muslim govern- 
ment said it would not accept 
the break-up of the country 
and the Bosnian Serb lead- 
ership dismissed the prop- 
osed map dividing up terri- 
tory as "impossible.” 

while Bosnia’s opposing 
sides slammed die peace plan 
drawn up by the big powers, 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 


Dee Myers. 


scored a political victory 
when the Senate narrowly 
rejected an effort to order 
him to break die U.N. arms 
embargo on Bosnia so that 
the Muslims could better 
arms themselves against the 
Serbs. (See adjacent story). 

Presidential aides said lift- 
ing the embargo would wreck 
peace efforts by encouraging 
Bosnian Muslims to fight in- 
stead. 

"We believe it’s a con- 
firmation of the president's 
Bosnia policy," said White 
House spokeswoman, Dee 


Haris Silajdzic said his gov- 
ernment would not accept the 
break-up of the country and 
that an ultimatum from the 
five-nation "contact gro up ", 
which drew up the document, 
would only prolong die war. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic on Friday also 
accused the mediators of 
trying to prolong the war by 
presenting Serbs with an "im- 
possible" map of the coun- 
try’s ethnic envision. 

The plan, whose details are 

not yet known to the warring 
parties, is expected to be 
presented to them next week 
m Geneva on a take-it-or- 
leave-it basis, together with a 
package of threats and prom- 
ises. 

The plan envisages an 
ethnic carvc-up under which 
die Muslim-Croat federation 
would get SI per cent of 
Bosnia and the Serbs, who 
now hold 70 per cent, would 
get the rest 

“Legalising genocide and 
rewarding the aggressor 
opens the door for a long war 
in Bosnia." Mr. Silajdzic told 


Kohl to pressure Major to 
accept Dehaene 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) 
German Chancellor Hein 


German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl will bring heavy press- 
ure next week on British 
Prime Minister John Major 
to accept Jean-Lnc Dehaene 
as the next head of the Euro- 
pean Commission, the Geo 
man and Luxembourg fore- 
ign ministers said here after 
talks Friday. 

Mr. Major vetoed Mr. De- 
haene. the Belgian prime 
minister, at last month’s Cor- 
fu summit of the European 
Union, saying he would nev- 
er accept him because of his 
federalist views. 


“Mr. Dehaene most be 
nominated unanimously, and 
for that we must bend John 
Major." Mr. Poos said. “Mr. 


Major.' mt. roos saw. Mr. 
Konl will apply pressure on 
this occasion. Perhaps he 


Mr. Kohl, whose country 
took over the rotating EU 


presidency Friday from 
Greece, has called a soedal 


Greece, has called a special 
summit in Brussels for July 15 
to resolve the matter. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said here that 
Bonn had no other candidate 
but Mr. Dehaene to succeed 
Commission president Jac- 
ques Delon on January 1. 

"We must find a consen- 
sus, and for that rally John 
Major to the candidacy of 
Jean-Luc Dcbacnc,” be said. 

Mr. Kinkel acknowledged 
however that Mr. Major had 
repeated his opposition to 
Mr. Dehaene when they met 
Thursday in London. 

Luxembourg Foreign 
Minister Jacques Poos said 
Mr. Kohl would be telephon- 
ing all European leaders next 
week to try to achieve a 
consensus. 


this occasion. Perhaps be 
has a secret weapon up his 
sleeve.” 

Mr. Dehaene, while even- 
tually backed by all 11 other 
EU members in Corfu, 
admitted Friday that in the 
face of the British veto his 
chances of whining the post 
were now minimal, though he 
said he would not withdraw. 

However he told die Bel- 
gian parliament that a con- 
sensus was the priority, even 
if it meant a new candidate. 

Meanwhile, Dutch Prime 
Minkter Rond Lubbers said 
in an interview published in 
The Hague that he had main- 
tained his candidacy up to die 
Corfu summit to protest at 
the May 30 decision by Mr. 
Kohl and French President 
Francois Mitterrand to back 
Mr. Dehaene. 

He told the Dutch daily 
NRC Handelstriad that he 
had encountered resistance 
from Mr. Kohl the moment 
his candidacy was 
announced, and said his rela- 
tions with the German chan- 
cellor had suffered as a re- 
sult. 

Antipathy to the “Franco- 
German axis” was a factor in 
Major’s veto, as well as 


opposition from Eurosceptics 
in his Conservative Party at 
home. 


Murayama gets thumbs 
down from Japanese 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Japan's first socialist prime 
minister in 47 years. Tomiichi 
Murayama, woke up to the 
harsh' fact Saturday that he 
does not have the backing of 
the Japanese people. 

Two opinion polls pub- 
lished by the Yomiuri Shim- 
bun and Sankei newspapers 
carried out among 1 ,500 eligi- 
ble voters, showed that only 
37 per cent gave him their 
backing. 

His predecessor Tsutomu 
Hat a had a 56.8 per cent 
backing when he was sworn- 
in in April. 

The polls revealed a public 
clearly distrustful of the mar- 
riage of convenience he has 
made between his own Social 
Democratic Party and the 
former ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) and the 
New Party Sakigake. 

The Sankei poll showed 
that 55.3 percent of Japanese 
did not want Mr. Murayama 
and his cabinet while* the 
Yomiuri survey found 44 per 
cent disapproved. 

Some members of Mr. 
Murayama’s own party have 
criticised their leader for en- 
tering into an alliance which 
they see as a virtual political 
pact with the devil. 

The 70-year-old prime 
minister flies to Naples, Italy, 
next week for a meeting with 
other leaden of the world's 
seven leading industrialised 
nations. 


his coalition’s staying power 
but said he would work to 
make people feel "secure" 
about the new government. 

As he outlined his govem- 
ment’s policies, Mr. 

, Murayama appeared to be 
abandoning many long-held 
socialist party positions in 
favour of those of the LDP, 
which holds a majority of 
posts in the new cabinet. 


On the North Korean nuc- 
lear issue he said there would 
be no change in Japan’s poli- 
cy which to date has largely 
supported the U.S. stance in 
the standoff over Pyon- 
gyang’s nuclear ambitions. 
The Socialist party has long 
had friendly relations with 
North Korea. 


He also pledged the use of 
Japanese military in non- 
military United Nations 
peacekeeping operations, re- 
versing his own post cion on 
the issue. 


Mr. Murayama aho prom- 
ised not to delay implementa- 
tion of an electoral reform 
bill, legislation which has 


brought previous govern- 
ments to their knees, due in 


He does so without public 
endorsement for his policies 
and in the knowledge that his 
G7 partners will be wonder- 
ing just how long his unlikely 
coalition will last in Japan's 
current fevered political di- 
mate. 

In bis inaugural press con- 
fcrencc Friday, Mr. 
Murayama acknowledged 
that the public at home and 
abroad were worried about 


ments to their knees, due in 
part to the opposition of the 
LDP which sees a threat to its 
own political fortunes. 

But the immediate issue, 
for the new administration is 
the surge in the value of the 
yen. Mr. Murayama has 
promised “utomoist efforts" 
to stabilise exchange rates 
and hopes the issue will come 
up in Naples next week. 

New Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura would 
have liked to see “quick mea- 
sures'* taken before the sum- 
mit but admitted there were 
none around." 


"The only answer now is 
for ap p ro p r i ate and timely 
actions, including market in- 
tervention and Internationa] 
cooperation,” be said. 


die Croatian weekly Nedjelj- 
sa Dalamada. “We are not 
accepting the remits of the 
agre ssio n mid occupation. 
Why should we7” 

However, he added: “If 
the contact group comes up 
with something that can be 
talked about, we will certain- 
ty take it into consideration.” 

Mr. Karadzic told die Bos- 
nian Serb news agency 
SRNA the map was drawn 
“with the sole purpose that 
the Serbs would reject it and 
be blamed for the continua- 
tion of die war." 

The faction leaders’ man- 
oeuvring ahead of die next 
round of peace talks came 
against a background of con- 
tinued fighting on several 
fronts in Bosnia. 

The U.N. said die Serbs 
had counter-attacked and re- 
taken some ground lost in a 
major Muslim offensive in 
recent weeks. 

Both rides have, when it 
suits them, ignored a month- 
long temporary truce bro- 


kered by the United Nations, 
which hopes to extend the 


Attacks against 
U.N. forces at 


their highest 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Attacks against U.N. forces 
in Bosnia this week reached 
their highest level in four 
months, a U.N. Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) 
spokesman said here Satur- 


Thcrc were seven re- 
ported attacks on Friday, 
none of diem r esu l ting m 
any U.N. casualties, bang- 
ing the total to 39 for this 
week, said French Naval 
Commander Eric 
Chaperon. U.N. forces did 
not ret urn fire. 

A much-flouted cease- 
fire, which was to have 
lasted one month, has tech- 
nically been in effect since 
June 10. 

In the Sarajevo sector, a 
British Haison officer was 
shot at and a British army 
vehicle also came under fire 
when it wandered into a 
fire-fight on Mount Igman. 

In Zepce, a Muslim- 
coo trolled area to the south 
of the Ozren mountains 
where much of the recent 
Mnslim-Serb fighting has 
been taking place, a British 
camp was targeted by sever- 
al rounds of small arms. 

In Gorazde, in the east- 
ern Morihn-heid enclave, 
an observation poet where a 
British soldier was killed 
last week, twice came under 
fire during die day. 

And in Visoko, central 
Bosnia, a Canadian 
observation post twice 
came under sniper fire from 
a suspected Muslim fighter. 

Meanwhile, Friday 
night was reported to have 


been mostly calm, e xcept 
for the northern corridor of 


for the northern corridor of 
Brcko, where U.N. mom- 
tors counted 110 heavy 
weapon detonations in a 
sector east of Gradacac. 

It was not known wbo was 
doing die firing, but Muslim 
Bosnian forces have been 


increasing p re ssure on the 
Serb-held corridor which 


Serb-held corridor which 
links their western and east- 
ern territories in Bosnia. 

Fighting between 
Mnsfim-kid and Serb forces 
also continued in the Ozren 
Mo un t ain area with suc- 
cessful counter-attacks by 
the Serbs, and there were 
renewed dashes north of 
Braojno, in central Bosnia. 

In the western Bihac 
pocket, where Muslim gov- 
ernment forces are battling 
Muslim autonomists at a 
time when both groups are 
surrounded by Serb separ- 
atists, there was heavy mor- 
taring of the Pledgrad area 
and reports of numerous 
government casualties 


mander Eric Chaperon told 
r epor te rs in Sarajevo Serb 
forces had advanced on 
Thuisday around a strategic 
road running across Mount 
Ozren in central Bosnia. 

He said Serb sokfiera had 
not yet retaken all they had 
lost of the finger of Serb-held 
territory r unning south of the 
town of Doboj. 


Heavy shelling was also 
reported further west near 
the government-held town of 
Bngojno. Shelling in north- 
centra] Bosnia persisted on 
Friday morning. 

The truce was to pave the 
way for agreement on a long- 
term peace deal for the coun- 
try, which hinges on both 
rides accepting the new map 
setting out Bosnia’s ethnic 
division. 


which hopes to extend the 
ceasefire when it expires on 
July 9. 

U.N. spokesman Corn- 


Details of the map were 
agreed by officials tins week 
and are to be ratified by the 
foreign ministers of Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and the United States in 
Geneva on July 5. 

The warring parties are ex- 
/pected to be presented with 
the phm at a parallel Geneva 
m eeting. 


WASHINGTON (R) — In a 
major victory for President 
Clinton, the Senate Friday 
narrowly rejected an effort to 
order him to break the U.N. 
arms emb ar go on Bosnia so 
Muslims could better fight to 
defend themselves. 

By a vote of 50-50, the 
Senate tnmed back a propos- 
al to write the order into a 
$263 billion defence author- 
isation bffl for next year. A 
tie vote is a defeat in the 
Senate, 

The Senate approved the 
bill by voice vote. House- 
Senate negotiators must dow 
work out a compromise of 
the House of Representa- 
tives’ defence bill version, for 
Congress’s ap pr o val. 

The House had voted 244- 
178 to order Mr. Clinton to 
break the embargo. Senate 
approval and then final 
approval by Congress would 
have forced Mr. Cfinton to 
either veto the defence tail or 
lift the arms embargo. 

Mr. Clinton and his top 
aides lobbied senators by 
telephone to reject the order. 
They raid lifting die embargo 
would shatter current peace 
efforts by encouraging Bos- 


nian Muslims to fight instead. 
“We believe it’s a confirma- 
tion of the president’s Bosnia 
policy,” White House 
spokeswoman Dee Dee 


Myeis sad. 

Before the Senate vote. 
Democratic leader George 
Mitchell told the dumber. 
“If die embargo is lifted, the 
war will inevitably widen. 
There w 31 be many more 
d eatiffj much more ethnic 
deansing, and it wzD then be 
an American war” 

“The British and French 
have made it dear that if this 
passes, they are going to pull 
their forces oat,” be said. 

Senate Aimed Services 
Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn, a Georgia Democrat, 
said the United Nations and 
aiHed would be unlikely to 
help the United States halt 
North Korea’s nuclear prog- 
ramme if America defied the 
U.N. arms embargo. 

But s u pp orter s of tiffing 
the embargo said the United 
States has a moral obligation 
to aim the Bosnian Muslims 
to defend themselves because 
it is unwitting to send U.S. 
troops to defend them. 

"If we are not to defend 


and wanton kfllmg, it is 
morally wrong to deny them 
the means to defend them- 
selves," Senator Strom Thur- 
mond, a South Carolina Re- 
publican, said- 
ornate Republicans leader 
Bob Dole sad the Bosnian 
Muslims want to arm them- 
selves and fight rathe r than 
accept die peace plan prop- 
osed by die United States, 
Russia, Britain, and France. 

In other action on the bQl, 
the Senate: _ 

— Approved 55-45, $150 
millio n to keep alive die op- 
tion of building more than 
the 20 B-2 stealth bombers 
now planned. 

— Rejected 50-30, an 
effort to terminate peacetime 
draft registration system. 

— Approved 88-12, a $376 
milli on mcrease in military 

retirem ent to put it in line 
with civilian pension levels. 

— Voted by voce vote to 
resolve a marine corps-army 
dispute over tanks by requir- 
ing the army national guard 
to give 84 of its tanks to the 


marines, but also require the 
army to replenish army 
national guard s t ock s with 84 
other tanks. 



1 5Q-M1L1JON YEAR OLD FOSSIL — n* brad 

and part of the skefetoa of a large sea-reptile that tied 150 
yean ago have been unearthed in s o uth w es t 
England, archaeologists said here Friday. Bristol 
U ni v ersit y-based U-S. Prof es sor Glam Storrs said the 
creature was a plobnurus, a carnivorous sen reptile, with a 
head 1.8 metres in length. It was discovered three weeks ago 
in a quaiiy where the head, teeth and bones of another 
pUosaarus — smaBerand younger — were dug up in 1980. 
The archaeologists hope the latest skdetoo wffl provide one 


of the most enmptefe remains of this creature from the 
Jurassic period. They have already unearthed the dorsal 
spine and several ver te bra e, an 18 centimetre tooth and part 
of a fro. The foasfflaed remains wffl be removed from the 
quarry aloog with the earth and rocks they have rested in 
for the past mfflcnfai before being dusted out, cl eaned and 
exhibited at Bristol Museum. The work has been slowed 
down by recent good weather as the researchers have been 
forced to dampen the soil to prevent the fossil from drying 
out too quickly. 


French send more troops to southern Rwanda 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — France 
sent a large number of troops 
on Friday to reinforce its 
military strength in southern 
Rwanda where hundreds of 
terrified civilians remain 
threatened by pro- 
government militia. 

The move came after the 
French deployed under “Op- 
eration Turquoise” evacuated 
94 woundeo Rwandan civi- 
lians to its main base in east- 
ern Zaire. 

In Brussels, the medical 
charity Medians Sans Fron- 
tiercs(MSF) said an unidenti- 
fied helicopter in rebel-held 
southern Rwanda fired on a 


vehicle belonging to the orga- 
nisation on Friday. 


msanon on Friday. 

A French military spokes- 
man said he did not have the 
exact number of reinforce- 
ments dispatched from the 
base Goma. Zaire, to the 
southwestern town of Kibuye 
but described it as "a large 
force.” 

More than 1,500 French 
and 40 Senegalese troops are 
taking part in the Rwanda 
operation and more troops 
and equipment arriving this 
week are expect e d to bring 
the force to its full str en gth erf 
2,500. 

As world of their presence 


spread across the tiny Central 
African nation, hundreds of 
terrified civilians mainly from 
the minority Tutsi tribe are 
eme rg i n g from their hiding 
places and heading for safety 
under French protection. 

Those coining out of tbe 
bushes are survivors of a 
wave of massacres that 
erupted in Rwanda after Presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarimana 
was killed in a plane crash on 
April 6 . 

Aid workers say many as 
500,000 people sad more 
may have been killed by pro- 
government militia. 

On Thursday, a total of 94 
wounded Rwandans were 
evacuated by French helicop- 
ters from the district of 
Bbesero, about 25 km sooth 
of Kibuya, to Goma. 

Asked whether all were 
members of Rwanda’s Tutsi 
minority, a French military 
spokesman told Reuters: 
"All are humans and that is 
what matters." 

But military sources said 
virtually all were Tutsis. The 
Tutsis and Hutu government 
opponents have borne the 
want of the killings by the 
Hutu militias. 

He said he expected more 
casualties to be evacuated on 


Friday from the area around 
Bisesero, where French 
troops are protecting hun- 
dreds of Tutsis from attack by 
mifitiamen. 

U.N. officers said the eva- 
cuation of Tutsis, tiie first 
since France's intervention 
began lask week, would test 
relations between French 
forces deployed in 
government-held western 
Rwanda and tbe local Hutu 
population which had wel- 
comed them as saviours. 

Paris has traditionally 
backed the Rwandan govern- 
ment, which has been forced 
to abandon large swatches of 
territory in tbe dv3 war. 

Tbe French insist they are 
on a humanitarian mission to 
help both Tutsis and Hates 
-loyal to the government and 
wm avoid conflict with either 
side. 

Tbe rebel Rwanda Patrio- 
tic Front (RPF) initially 
vowed to figjit French forces 
as invaders, saying tbe opera- 
tion was a bid to block rebel 
forces from defeating govern- 
ment troops in their western 
stronghold. 

However RPF officials 
have said they are not 
opposed to tbe French opera- 
tion as long as it remains 


purely humanitarian. 

Mystery surrounds the 
identity of a helicopter That 
fired on an MSF vehicle deep 
inside RPF-held area on Fri- 
day. 

“The helicopter fired what 
' we think were two shells — 
one of them landed in tbe 
‘bush and another exploded in 
a tree just in front of the 
vehicle, splitting the tree in 
half,” MSFs Dr. Pierre 
Haize told Renters by satel- 
lite telephone from Rwanda. 

Dr. Haize said a Rwandan 
MSF staff member and his 
companion travelling m the 
car were not hurt in the 
attack, which took place ab- 
out 10 km from the southern 
town of Nyamata in the 
Buguesera area. 

“There was no other vehi- 
cle on the road and the heli- 
copter was travelling very low 
when it attacked the car," 

Tbe doctor said tbe car bad 

the medical charity's stickers 
pasted all over it as well as an 

“It was dearly an aid agen- 
cy vehide,” be said. 

There has been no com- 
ment from either the RPF or 
the interim government 
rased in the north-western 
city of Gisenyi. 


Germany takes control of Nazi document centre 


BERLIN (R) — The Un- 
ited States handed control 
of the world’s most impor- 
tant collection of Nazi re- 
cords to German author- 
ities at a solemn ceremony 
on Friday, nearly a half a 
century after their capture. 

The Berlin document 
centre, a rich store of 75 
million Nazi records that 
has played a vital role in 
prosecuting war criminals 
aronnd the world, was 
transferred from tbe U.S. 
State Department to Ger- 
many’s Federal Archives. 

The handover has 
alarmed Jewish groups, 
historians and Nazi hunters 
who fear Germany cannot 
be trusted with tbe docu- 


ments, but the director of 
the Federal Archives said 
he believed those fears 
would prove groundless. 

“I can understand that 
victims (of the Third 
Reich) .are mistrustful," 
said Friedrich Kahlenberg, 
president of tbe Federal 
Archives at a news confer- 
ence after a brief and pri- 
vate handover ceremony. 

“But I believe much of 
die mistrust as reflected in 
the U-S. media steins from 
the feet that too little is 
known about tbe work of 
tbe Federal Archives," be 
continued. "I hope that our 
work in the future will allay 
the lack of trust and the 
fears." 


Tbe document centre has- 
helped Nazi hunters prose- 
cute hundreds of war cri- 
minals and was used exten- 
sively for the Nuremberg 
trials after World War 0. 


The records contain ev- 
erything from marriage ap- 
plications from SS officers 
to the guest list of a 1919 
Nazi bar hall rally where 
Adolf Hitler scribbled fes 
name, his first association 
with tbe party. 


But opponents of the 
transfer arc worried Ger- 
many may restrict access to 
the documents. 

U.S. and German scho- 
lars and officials said the 
concerns were unfounded. 


German laws and policies 
governing access to the 
centre wifi be nearly iden- 
tical to those of the U.S. 

Moreover, officials from 
both tbe U.S. and Ger- 
many said there was vir- 
tually no chance that scho- 
lars and Nazi hunters 
would be hindered in their 
access to tbe files. 

“I firmly believe that re- 
quests for access to the files 
will be handled as liberally 
in the future as in the 
past,” said Siegfried Buett- 
ner. vice-president of tbe 
Federal Archives and head, 
of the agency’s Potsdam 
branch office that will over- 
see the document centre. ’ 

Requests, however, from 


peopl e who are neither in- 
terested in scholarly nor 
criminal research to see re- 
cords of Nazi party mem- 
bers not in public lire or not 
yet dead at least 30 years 
could in some circumst- 
ances be blocked, officials 
said. 


But they stressed that 
U-S. directors of the centre 
bad also tamed down re- 
quests deemed insufficient- 
ly senous. 


The doeumeA have 
oeen nncroSmed over the 
last five y ears, and copies 

wDbtetmeayaflable^e 

U.S. National Archives in 

J^and over the next two 


Tail, 45, was arrested in 
Texas on Thursday, said 
Anthony Odom, duet depnty 
U.S. marshal in Dallas. Mr. 
Tot was deputy assista nt efis- 
trict d ir ector in the Immigra- - 
tion and Naturalisation Ser- 
vice (INS) office in San Fran- 
cisco, bat bad been on tem- 
porary assig nm e n t in Dallas 
for the past month. Philip 
Waters, wbo heads the INS 
office in San Francisco, said 
tbe arrest caught hzm by sur- 
prise. “It was totally out of 
the bine,” said Mr. Waters, 
who acknowledged Mr. Tbit 
had control over faming re- 
sidency visas in his San Fran- 
cisco fob. Tbe San Francisco 
Examiner reported Friday 
that Justice Department in- 
vestigators believe Mr. Tak 
made from 8300,000 to SI 
millio n in foe scheme. Start- 
ing in 1983, he allegedly 
helped one San Frandsco- 
area man obtain 15 cards for 




Taple lawyers hit at 
police surveillance 


PARIS (AFP) — Legal writs 
will start flying Monday over 


will start flying Monday over 
the police surveillance of 
French businessman and 
politician Bernard Tapie be- 
fore his arrest last week. Ins 
lawyers said here. In a state- 
ment issued late Friday they 
said no magistrate had re- 
quested the close-range 
watch on Mr. Tape’s lu x ury 


and infra-red cameras name 
his parliamentary imm u n ity 
from prosecution was lifted 


last Tuesday. Mr. Tune was 
dragged from bis bed by 
police at dawn Wednesday 
and charged with serious 
fraud, indudmg misuse of 
co mpan y assets and tax eva- 
sion. The lawyers also com- 
plained that a tap had been 
ordered on the telephone of 
Mr. Tapie’s daughter Natalie 
even though she had nothing 
to do with tbe charges against 
her father. 


Rare early printed books 
from German castle 
sold in London 


controls. That man is now ,, 
cooperating with authorities, 
the Examiner reported. ■ v 


LONDON (AP) — Early 
printed books from one of 
the great aristocratic collec- 
tions in Europe sold for more 
than £3 million ($4.5 million) 
on Friday. New York dealers 
H.P. Kraus bought the four 
top-priced lots ofthe collec- 
tion owned by tile Feurstea- 
bere family of Gezmany and 
sola by Sotheby’s auction 
house in London. The 300 
works came from the court 
library in the family castle at 
Donanesdringen where two 
streams meet in the Black 
Forest to form the source of 
the River Danube. The head 
of tiie family, Jo achim Prince 
zu Fnerstenberg, also sold 
many manuscripts and books 
from tbe library in 1982- and 
again last year. American, 
German and other European 
book dealers and collectors 
crowded the saleroom Fri- 
day . Ge rman universities, 
nrosetuns, libraries and town* 
archives were pro min ent 
among the purchasers of the 
incunabula — ■ books issued 
from the start of the p rinting 
in Germany in the 1430s up 
to 1500. Tbe sale realised 
£3,217,532 ($4,954,999). 
Krans paid £221,500 
($341,110) each for two 
items. - One was tbe only sur- 
viving copy of the first dat- 
able piece of printing in Vien- 
na a single-sheet calendar 
for 1402 showing sup po se dly 
good and bad days for letting 
blood and taFrng medicines 
and purgatives. Blood-letting 
calendars were commonly ; 
pet tro on a wall for quick 
cons ultation and then db- 
c arfed when a year passed, 
so few of them survived. This 
one was torn in half and used 
as the pasted down endpap- 
ers of a book. It was disco- 
in the 19th ce n t ur y 
when the no long er identify- ; 
able book was taken apart in ■ 
a search for old manuscripts. 
Kraus paid a similar sum for a 
“ 2 ® cook of 26 woodblock 
PHflts about a battle between 
cevus and angels for tbe soul 
of a m an on Ids deathbed, 
prated fa the 1470*- Kraus 
Paid £177,500 
(5273350)) for a 1477 ffios, 
Stated poem on the death of 
Charles foe Bold. Duke of 
Burgundy, who was slain in a 
a *ge in France eaxfier that 
and $155,500 
(* 25 , 470 ) for a 1477 printing 
2 * German eptcpoem, 
Paizival." 
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police surveliianca 

PARIS (AFP) — Legal writ, 
wfll start flying Monffy^Jf 
the police surveillance of 
French businessman and 
politician Bernard Tapic be- 
fare his arrest last week hk 
lawyers said here. In a seal* 
meat issued late Friday thn 
said no magistrate had re- 
quested the close-range 
watch on Mr. Tapie's luxury 
Paris home using microphone 
and infra-red cameras before 
his partiamentary immunity 
from prosecution was lifted 
last Tuesday. Mr. Tapie was 
dragged from his bed by 
police at dawn Wednesday 
and charged with seriov 
fraud, including misuse of 
company assets and tax eva- 
sion. The lawyers also com- 
plained that a tap bad bees 
ordered on the telephone of 
Mr. Tapie's daughter Natalie 
even though she had nothing 
to do with the charges against 
her father. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese President Jiang Zemin has 
reaffirmed, for the second time in three weeks, that the 
Chinese Communist Party has absolute power over the 
military. In a speech Friday delivered in the presence of 
high-level People's Liberation Army (PLA) officials in 
Beijing on the 73rd anniversary of the Chinese Communist 
Party, Mr. Jiang said: ‘Tire Chinese military is under the 
direct management of the Communist Party.” The speech 
by Mr. Jiang, who is also party secretary-general, was 
quoted at length on the front page of the official People's 
Daily and other major newspapers. “The party organisa- 
tions within the PLA play a vital role,” said Mr. Jiang, who 
is also the chief of the military. “In the new period, 
particular attention must be paid to the study of Deng 
Xiaoping's theories on socialism with Chinese characteris- 
tics and on building the military,” he said. This is the 
second time in three weeks that the likely successor of 
Deng Xiaoping, who will be 90 in August, has insisted that 
the military must be loyal to the communist Party in the 
“new period.” On June 8, he made a similar speech during 
the unusual promotion of 19 PLA officers to the rank of 
general, which brought to 42 the number of generals in the 
Chinese military. The increasingly frequent use by Mr. 
Jiang of the expression “new period” means that for some 
communist leaders the post-Deng era has already begun, 
political observers said. The decline in the patriarch’s 
health in the last year has seen Mr. Jiang try to reinforce, as 
quickly as possible, his control over the military so as to 
have its unequivocal support for him to succeed Mr. Deng 
and remain in power. 

New nominee for U.S. Forces Pacific commander 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Clinton has nominated 
Vice Adm. Richard Macke, director of the joint staff, to 
the post of four-star admiral and commander in chief of 
U.S. Forces in the Pacific, the Pentagon said Friday. The 
move came one week after the navy withdrew the name of 
the previous nominee, Adm. Stanley R. Arthur, after 
objections arose in Congress over his handling of a sexual 
harassment case. Adm. Macke, a three-star admiral, had 
been nominated to take Adm. Arthur's place as the No. 2 
admiral in the navy, and the process of congressional 
approval had already begun for that post. One reason navy 
officials cited for withdrawing Adm. Arthur's name was the 
potential delay in filling the Pacific post at a time of tension 
with North Korea over its potential nuclear arsenal. Adm. 
Macke, 56, is a veteran of more than 150 combat missions 
in Vietnam, and once served as commander of the aircraft 
carrier USS Dwight Eisenhower. Sen. David Durenberger 
bad threatened to place a bold on Adm. Arthur's required 
Senate confirmation because of a sexual harassment case 
involving a navy officer from Minnesota, Mr. Durenber- 
ger’s state. Lt. Rebecca Hansen, 28, filed the complaint last 
year against her instructor during helicopter flight training 
in Corpus Christi, Texas. Hie officer was disciplined and 
later left the navy.’ But in the meantime, Lt. Hansen was 
ordered to undergo a psychiatric evaluation. She later 
failed at the navy helicopter pilot school in Pensacola, 
Florida. Adm. Arthur reviewed the failing grade and 
affirmed the decision last April. Mr. Durenberger didn’t 
object to Adm. Arthur’s decision but questioned the navy 
response to bis questions about why Lt. Hansen has been, 
pat through psychiatric evaluation, said aide Rick Evans. 
Mr. Durenberger was also concerned that the navy bad not 
adequately explored' the possibility that her failing grade 
was tied to her filing the sexual harassment complaint. The 
navy's action raised -eyebrows among many senior officers, 
who delivered Adm. Arthur, a noted leader m the U.S. 
effort in the Gulf war, had been treated unfairly. Defence 
Secretary William Perry said he had chosen not to 
intervene on Adm. Arthur’s behalf. 

More Pakistani troops leave for Bosnia duty 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Two hundred more Pakistani troops 
have left to join U.N. peacekeeping operations in war-tom 
Bosnia, an army spokesman said on Saturday. He said the 
200 troops, who left on Friday, would go directly to Bosnia 
without the customary two-weeks' training in the Slovak 
Republic given to the 600 soldiers in the previous two 
detachments of Pakistani troops already -there. Pakistan, 
which has offered a total of 3,000 troops to U.N. forces in 
Mustim-dominated Bosnia, is one of a number of countries 
with large Muslim populations which have sent troops to 
U.N. peacekeeping operations in the former Yugoslav 
republic. 

Taiwan sentences second officer in arms scandal 

^TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s military court has sentenced a' 
second military officer in a growing scandal over arms 
procurement that has already toppled the island's navy 
chief, the Defence Ministry said on Saturday. Kuo Yt- 
Cfaung, a language training officer, received seven years in 
prison on Friday for leaking classified military documents 
to arms dealer Chang Chia-Cheng, one of 10 Taiwanese 
arms dealers indicted in the scandal, a ministry statement 
said. Fourteen generals have been punished administrative- 
ly in the scandal and nine officers have been indicted. Kuo 
was the second navy officer to be sentenced. A navy 
commander was given life imprisonment last month. 
Taiwan launched a probe into its arms procurement policy 
following the murder of Yin Chin-Fung, 48, chief secretary 
of the navy's Procurement Office. Yin is believed to have 
been murdered because he was about to reveal bribes paid 
for the awarding of weapons contracts. His killers have not 
been identified. 

‘Ending church-state link threatens constitution’ 

LONDON (AFP) — Moves to separate church and state 
would be “difficult and dangerous” and could jeopardise 
the entire British constitution, inducting the monarchy, the 
Archbishop of York warned in The Times Saturday. 
Archbishop John Habgood, the second most senior figure 
in the Church of England, was responding to speculation 
that die Prince of Wales might not wish to become bead of 
the church on becoming king. “The prince said recently 
that be preferred the title “Defender of the Divine” to 
“Defender of the Faith" — the established Church of 
England — - introduced by Hemy VUI. Archbishop Hab- 
good said it would require parliamentary approval to 
amend the coronation oath, in which the sovereign pledges 
to maintain “the Protestant reformed religion established 
by law” and declares “I am a faithful Protestant.” This 
might lead to “a situation which could become uncontroll- 
able in terms of what might happen in parliament. This is 
why it would be a difficult and dangerous thing to start 
tampering with it because in the process of picking out 
some threads you do not know what else will unravel." 
Archbishop Habgood said that major constitutional issues, 
such as the union between England and Scotland, could be 
at risk and added: “The worst that might happen would be 
the rejection of the monarchy itself.” In a much-publicised 
interview broadcast earlier this week, the prince also ess of 
Wales had broke down. But Archbishop said tins did not 
affect his eligibility to be supreme governor of the Church of 
England. 

Moderate earthquake jolts Japan 

TOKYO (AFP) — A moderate earthquake measuring 4.6 
on the Riditer scale jolted north era Japan Saturday, the 
Meteorological Agency said here. The epicentre of the 
quake, which struck shortly before 8 a.m. (2300 GMT), 
was in Hokkaido Prefecture, the agency said, adding that 
there was no fear that the tremor had triggered a Tsunami 
Mai wave. 


U.N. Council calls 
for genocide inquiry 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) 
— The Security Council on 
Friday called for a commis- 
sion of experts to investi- 
gate genocide and atroci- 
ties in Rwanda, paving the 
way for a possible war 
crimes tribunal. 

More than 200,000 peo- 
ple, mostly Tutsi dvihans. 
are estimated to have been 
killed in politically moti- 
vated ethnic violence by 
government forces, para- 
military and pro-Hutu mili- 
tia. 

The 15-nation council 
voted unanimously to re- 
quest the secretary general 
to urgently establish a com- 
mission to investigate re- 
ports of genocide and other 

violations of international 
humanitarian law. 

In four months, be would 
report on its conclusions 
and make recommenda- 
tions about further action. 
This could mean establish- 
ment of a trib unal to try 
those accused of genocide 
and other crimes, though 
the council did not specifi- 
cally mention creation of a 
tribunal. 

“We think this will dear 
the way for a war crimes 
tribunal and we welcome 
it,” said Claude Dusaidi, 
spokesman for the rebel 
Rwandan Patriotic Front. 

Rwanda, a council mem- 
ber, voted in favour of the 
resolution, but made no 
comment. 

The council already 
established a war crimes 
inquiry commission and tri- 
bunal for war crimes in 
Bosnia and Croatia. 

Spain spearheaded the 
effort to pass the resolution 
and was joined by Argenti- 
na, Britain, the Czech Re- 
public, France, New Zea- 
land and the United States. 

“We want a complete 
and detailed account and 
want to bring to justice 
those responsible for the 
atrocities,” Spanish 
'Ambassador Joan Antonio 


Yanez-Barnuevo said later. 
He added that France 
would cooperate in provid- 
ing information from its 
humanitarian intervention . 

Last week the Security 
Council authorised France 
to deploy a 2-month huma- 
nitarian mission in Rwanda 
to save civilians from atro- 
cities being committed by 
both sides. 

French Ambassador 
Jean-Bernard Merimee 
told the council that for 
months the world has beard 
of systematic violations of 
human rights In Rwanda. 

“This has aroused the 
indignation of the entire 
world and it is introlerable 
for the perpetrators to re- 
main unpunished. The in- 
ternational community de- 
mands that those who have 
committed these atrocities 
be held accountable," be 
said. 

U.S. Ambassador Ed- 
ward W. Guehm, deputy 
U.N. envoy, told the coun- 
cil: “We can transform re- 
venge into justice, affirm 
the rule of law and hopeful- 
ly bring this horrible cycle 
of violence to a merciful 
dose." 

Chinese Ambassador Li 
Zbaoxing expressed re- 
servations about the resolu- 
tion and the increasing in- 
volvement of the Council in 
human rights and matters 
which are entrusted to 
other U.N. bodies. 

“The Chinese delegation 
holds that establishing the 
commission of experts in 
this resolution is an excep- 
tional action... and should 
not be considered a prece-j 
dent.” 

China is sensitive about 
criticism of Its own human 
rights record in Tibet and 
its suppression of political 
dessidents at home, 
arguing that international 
community should respect 
its sovereignty and not 
meddle in its internal 
affairs. 



Rwandan Tuts refugees from the Besero village, west of Rwanda eat military rations at the Goma airport in Zaire 
(AFP photo) 

16 dead, 20 wounded in rebel shelling 


KIGALI (AFP) — Rwandan 
rebels fired three shells into 
the government-held Kigali 
market on Saturday killing 16 
people and wounding about 
20 others, witnesses and hos- 
pital sources said. 

The shells crashed into the 
market around 0730 GMT. at 
a time when it was crowded 
with shoppers, the witnesses 
said. 

Several of those wounded 
were in serious condition 
when they arrived at the 
overcrowded hospital run by 
the International Committee 
the Red Cross. The, hospit- 
al is also m government-held 
territory. 

Fighting between the main- 
ly Tutsi rebels of the Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
and the Hutu-led government 
forces picked up during the 
night and sporadic shelling 


persisted on Saturday in the 
Rwandan capital. 

An estimated 200,000 to 
500,000 people, most of them 
members of the minority Tut- 
si tribe, are estimated to have 
been slaughtered in the tribal 
warfare which broke out on 
April 6, following the suspi- 
cious death of the Rwandan 
president in a plane crash. 

On Friday, the U.N. 
Security Council voted to cre- 
ate a commission to investi- 
gate alleged acts of genocide 
in Rwanda, a move that 
could lead to the creation of 
an international tribunal. 

The U.N. Assistance Mis- 
sion for Rwanda (UN AMIR) 
said Saturday it was halting 
food aid to homeless people 
in Kigali because it was run- 
ning low on supplies, as the 
capital’s airport is closed and 
stocks most be transported by 


truck from Entebbe airport in 
neighbouring Uganda. 

“We only have a small 
reserve which we are keeping 
for emergencies,'' said the 
UN AMIR military spokes- 
man, Major Jean-Guy 
Plante. “We are waiting for a 
greenlight from the RPF to 
open the airport." 

Rebel Tutsi forces had 
opened fire on two planes 
flying over Kigali Thursday 
and banned use of the run- 
way, which lies in RPF-held 
territory, because of fears 
that French troops currently 
engaged in a humanitarian 
mission in the south-east will 
be airlifted into the capital. 

The RPF, which currently 
holds more than half the 
country, accuses France of 
supplying and training the 
mainly Hutu government and 
army and suspects it of being 


ready to airlift troops to the 
government’s aid. 

Maj. Plante said UN AMIR 
was also negotiating with 
government forces to restart 
the evacuation of the home- 
less, prisoners of war and 
potential hostages. 

“We have the green light 
from the RPF (for this) but 
we are having coordination 
problems with the govern- 
ment forces,” said Maj. 
Plante. 

Meanwhile Saturday, some 
250 French troops began de- 
ploying around Kibuye, in 
western Rwanda on Lake 
Kivu, a Fench military 
spokesman said. 

The soldiers who left 
Goma, Zaire, on Friday, 
were to relieve commandos 
who had been protecting ab- 
out 800 Tutsi refugees in 
Gyshiyta. 


Fighting resumes in trouhled township 


JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — Gun battles 
between longtime antagonists 
in the Tokoza black township 
killed four people Saturday 
before a funeral for four peo- 
ple killed in a previous 
attack. 

The shooting began after 
midnight — reportedly with 
an attack on a house that 
killed two people — and con- 
tinued through the morning, 
according to residents and a 
military spokesman. 

Army troops patrolled the 
area and conducted house-to- 
house searches after daylight, 
but sporadic gunfire con- 
tinued. 

A spokesman at Natals- 
pruit Hospital on the 
township border confirmed 
two people bad died and four 
others were being treated for 
ballet wounds. Journalists 
saw two other bodies in the 


streets^ . 

The violence pitted resi- 
dents of a workers dormitory 
against people living nearby, 
including members of local 
militias set op by the African 
National Congress as self- 
defence units. 

Such fighting has erupted 
regularly iri Tokoza for the 
past four years as part of a 
power struggle between the 
ANC and the Zulu national- 
ist Inkatha Freedom Party, 
which dominates the workers 
dormitory. 

But similar political vio- 
lence nationwide, which 
claimed thousands of black 
lives in recent years, has de- 
creased dramatically since In- 
katha decided to take part m 
South Africa’s first all-race 
election in April. 

The ANC won the vote to 
head the first post-apartheid 


government, while* “Inkatha 
finished third and won 
enough votes for some 
cabinet seats in President 
Nelson Mandela's unity gov- 
ernment. 

An attack last week on a 
house near the Inkatha- 
dominated hostel killed four 
youths believed to have been 
linked to the ANC militia m 
Tokoza, southeast of Johan- 
nesburg. It occurred the night 
before a planned peace meet- 
ing of all such militia or pro- 
tection groups in the region, 
and officials said the attack 
appeared intended to under- 
mine the meeting. 

The fighting caused most 
people to stay away from the 
funeral Saturday of the four 
killed in last week’s attack. 

ANC fighting caused most 
people to stay away from the 
funeral Saturday of the four 
killed in last week's attack. 


ANC gunmen fired their 
automatic rifles in the air 
when the four coffins arrived 
at a church up the road from 
the fighting, then returned to 
their battle positions instead 
of joining about 25 people 
made the church. 

Despite the relative calm 
nationwide since the vote, 
criminal violence and some 
political fighting have occur- 
red in some squalid 
townships. Deep-seated ani- 
mosity between rival groups 
in Tokoza and other places 
was unlikely to dissipate 
quickly, despite peace efforts 
by tire new ANC-led govern- 
ment. 

Some of the militia groups 
have become criminal gangs 
in their areas operating out- 
side the control of the ANC 
or other groups that founded 
them. 


Li Peng defends Tiananmen 


VIENNA (AFP) — Chinese 
Prime Minister Li Peng on 
Friday defended the bloody 
repression of the pro- 
democracy movement on 
Tiananmen Square in 1989 as 
“inevitable” to guarantee the 
nation's stability. 

Mr. U, who ends his offi- 
cial visit to Austria on Sun- 
day, said in an .interview with 
the Austrian news agency 
APA: “In 10 or 20 years you 
will see that these measures 
•were inevitable to guarantee 
the stability of China and 
peace in the world, and that 
we were forced to take 
them." 

Meanwhile various groups 
in Vienna continued to pro- 
test Mr. Li's visit. The 
Greens strongly criticised the 
human rights situation in Chi- 
na and denounced the Au- 
strian government’s ban on 
demonstrations against the 
Chinese premier's presence. 

One banner unfurled by 
the Greens in front of the 
national assembly building 
read: "Li Peng, you are not 
welcome in Austria.” 

Mr. U, who on Friday met 
parliamentary president 
Heinz Fischer in his hotel 
instead of at the parliament 
building as originally plan- 
ned, told APA that "history 
will judge (Tiananmen) and 
has already done so.” 

He added: “we had to take 
these measures. We did not 
want to. Without these mea- 
sures China would have faced 
a situation worse than in the 
former Soviet Union or East- 
ern Europe.” 

Mr. Fischer said he had 
gone to Mr. Li's hotel to 
’facilitate" things and to 
avoid giving an opportunity 


“to those seeking confronta- 
tion." 

Questioned by APA as 
to the many arrests and ex- 
ecutions in China, Mr. U 
stressed that “China is a legal 
state with a constitution and 
an independent judiciary” 
whose laws the Chinese gov- 
ernment respects. 

Robert Francan, an 
Amnesty International offi- 
cial in Austria, noted that 
2,564 people had been sent- 
enced to death in China in 
1993, of which 1,419 had 
been executed. “These are 
the highest figures ever re- 
corded by Amnesty Interna- 
tional," he said. 

And the president of the 
Liberal Forum, Heide 
Schmidt, told journalists that 
she was upset at the Austrian 
government's ban on demon- 
strations against Mr. Li’s 
visit. 

Liberal Forum spokesman; 
Friedhelm Frischenschlager, 
said: “Li Peng must not think 
that Austrian men and 
women are indifferent to the 
fact that 70 per cent of capital 
punishments in the world 
take place in China.” 

Mr. Li, meanwhile, added 
that he considered it a “suc- 
cess” that China has man- 
aged strong economic growth 
while maintaining political 
stability. • 

"China will pursue its poli- 
tical and economic reforms but 
will take the country's speci- 
fic circumstances into 
account and will not imitate 
the West,” the premier said. 

“Chinp will not follow the 
example of the Soviet Union 
which tried to introduce re- 
form in 500 days," he said.” 


‘Russia launches plan to 
up powers of CSCE’ 


VIENNA (AFP) — Russia 
launched a diplomatic initia- 
tive to increase the powers of 
the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) across the region co- 
vered by its 53 member coun- 
tries, diplomatic sources have 
said. 

The move came in a letter 
from Russian Foreign Muns- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev to his 
Italian counterpart, Antonio 
Martino, various diplomatic 
sources here told AFP. 

In the letter Mr. Kozyrev 
told Mr .Martino, who is also 
CSCE president, that the 
■organisation must take re- 
sponsibility for keeping peace 
and reinforcing democracy 
and stability in its mem- 
bership region that covers 1 
territory from Valdrvostoc to 
Vancouver. 

According to the head of 
the Russian diplomatic team, 
the role of the CSCE as 
partner to the United Nations 
for resolving regional con- 
flicts should be strengthened. 

Under the proposals, Mos- 
cow aims to transform the 
CSCE into an international 
organisation with its own 
charter and an efficient 
decision-making process. Mr. 
Kozyrev envisages a sort of 
U.N. -style security coundl 
for the CSCE, to be called 
the "executive committee,” 
the sources said. 

The committee would have 
no more than 10 members, 
some of which would be 
permament and . others 
appointed in rotation. 

Decisions would be arode 
unanimously and have the 


same power as those of the 
Coundl of ministers of the 
CSCE. 

Russia has expressed its 
wish to see a larger role for 
the CSCE many times, most 
recently last month, when it 
signed up to the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation’s 
(NATO) partnership for 
peace programme. 

The programme provides 
for closer cooperation be- 
tween NATO and former 
Warsaw Pact countries, with- 
out giving the latter mem- 
bership of the Atlantic 
alliance, which is currently 
die region’s leading multina- 
tional military body. 

But the letter marked the 
first time Russia has put de- 
tailed proposals in writing, 
said the sources. 

According to the letter, 
these new proposals should 
be contained in a “major 
political declaration” which 
will be adopted by the sum- 
mit of the heads of state of 
the CSCE. 

Moscow suggested a “divi- 
sion of labour” between the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS), the North 
Alantic Cooperation Coun- 
dl, the European Union, the 
Coundl of Europe and the 
Western European Union — 
the EU's military wing — in 
which the CSCE would play a 
coordinating role. 

Russia also proposed a 
charter to defend the rights of 
national minorities. The 
CSCE should organise a spe- 
cial meeting on agressive 
nationalism, said Mr. 

Kozyrev. 


Guinea-Bissau prepares for 
first-ever free election 


BISSAU (AFP) — The peo- 
ple of Guinea-Bissau are pre- 
paring to go to the polls 
Sunday to choose a president 
and new parliament, in their 
first-ever free national elec- 
tion since independence 20 
years ago. 

On the eve of polling 
Saturday campaigners had re- 
turned to Bissau for a show of 
force in the capital, where a 
quarter of the West African 
country’s 400,000 registered 
voters — half the total 
population — have their 
home. 

Huge posters of the eight 
presidential candidates bung 
along the main roads and cars 
decked out in different party 
colours criss-crossed the city 
as rallies heightened the par- 
ty atmosphere. 

The excitement was tinged 
with anxiety, however, at the 
headquarters of the National 
Electoral Commission which 
is concerned about the logis- 
tical problems of distributing 
voting papers, booths and 
ballot boxes in the mud of the 
early rainy season. 

In some voting centres, 
material would arrive only by 
Saturday or Sunday morning, 
one commission member told 
AFP. 

Some 100 international 
observers from Brazil, Cana- 
da, France, Portgual and 
Sweden, and from other Afri- 
can countries were already 
installed in the former Portu- 


guese colony to supervise the 
electoral process and help en- 
sure fairness. 

The authorities want to 
prove to the world that 
Guinea-Bissau democracy is 
not a “stuttering baby,” 
sources here say. 

The incumbent president 
Joao Bernardo Vieira, in 
power since a coup in 
November 1980, is standing 
for the ruling African Party 
for the Independence of 
Guinea-Bissau and Cape 
Verde (PAIGC), the only 
legal party until recently. 

Mr. Vieira is being chal- 
lenged by seven different 
candidates and diplomats 
based here say he may be- 
nefit from the divisions beset- 
ting the opposition. 

The challengers are former 
premier Victor Saode Maria, 
former PAIGC member 
Koumba Yalla, businessman 
Carlos Domingos, opposition 
figure Mendy Kankoila, 
'Domingos Fernandes of the 
Bah-Fatah Movement, 
lawyer Antonieta Rosa 
Gomes and Bubacar Djalo, 
candidate for the opposition 
coalition “Union for 
Change." 

In the parliamentary poll 
1,136 candidates representing 
eight parties are fighting for 
100 seats in the national 
assembly, which has existed 
before with only indirect- 
tly elected representatives. 


Macedonia embargo still on 


SKOPJE (AFP) — Macedo- 
nia’s President Kiro Gligorov 
warned Friday of serious con- 
sequences arising from the 
refusal of the European 
Court of Justice to order the 
immediate lifting of the 
Greek trade embargo on his 
country. 

The court refused last 
week to rule on the case, 
brought by the European 
Commission, saying it 
wanted to study the matter in 
depth, but Mr. Gligorov said 
the expected delay of up to 
two years before a definitive 
ruling was too long. 

The result could be a des- 
tabilisation of Macedonia, 
bringing about a war in the 
former Yugoslav republic 
which might drag in neigh- 
bouring countries, he 
warred. 

Mr. Gligorov called on 
Greece's European partners 
to put pressure on Athens to 
end the embargo imposed 
five months ago. He did not 
specify how but noted that 
the European Union gave 
enormous financial aid to 


Greece. 

By refusing to allow goods 
to and from landlocked 
Macedonia to pass through 
its ports Greece aims to force 
its neighbour to change the 
country's name, flag and con-, 
stitution. 

Athens says it should have 
exclusive use on the “Greek" 
symbols on the Macedonian 
flag and on the name of 
Macedonia, borne by 
Greece's northern province, 
and accuses Skopje of expan- 
sionist aims. 

Mr. Gligorov said he was 
prepared to discuss ail the 
points at issue, but accused 
Greece of continually setting 
preconditions. He dismissed 
the accusations of territorial 
ambitions by his country as 
absurd, saying it had practi- 
cally no army. 

He also questioned if it was 
reasonable to demand a 
change in the name of a. 
country or people. 

Mr. Gligorov said there 
was already trouble on Mace- 
donia’s border with Serbia. 
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Logic to border talks 


THERE IS logic to the agreement between 
Jordan and Israel on moving negotiations on 
their border dispute to the area. Having 
decided to enter into serious negotiations on 
border demarcation, the two countries, by 
doing business as dose as possible to the 
geographic areas around which the talks 
centre, could make them more realistic and 
fail safe. The bitter memories of past border 
issues between the two sides remain vivid in 
the minds of many Jordanians- During the 
Rhodos armistice talks many errors were 
committed simply because the venue of the 
negotiations was far removed from the geog- 
raphic areas affected by them. Moreover, the 
negotiations between the two delegations 
would become so much more promising 
when held in the vicinity of the disputed 
frontiers. Suffice it to recall that whenever 
there are genuine controversies about any 
dimension of the border talks, a visit to the 
territory would no doubt shed additional 
light on which way the talks should be 
heading. It is one thing to examine border 
matters in abstractum and quite another to 
do it on the ground- Besides, there are no 
more justifications for the continuation of the 
complexes about dealing with Israel straight 
in the face and in the most forward manner 
possible. But having said that, the Jordanian 
delegation must continue to be wary about 
the real Israeli intentions of drawing the 
international border on their own terms. It is 
common knowledge that Israel does not offer 
anything or reject anything unless there is an 
ulterior motive behind it. Consequently, 
border rectification or adjustment between 
the two countries must he studied with 
maximum attention and care. 

Perhaps it would be far-fetched to include 
parliament in the process of such negotia- 
tions but any changes on Jordan’s historic 
borders must get the blessing of the people 
through a parliamentary process. 

Then there is always the border issue 
between Jordan and the Palestinian seif-rule 
area. It is doubtful that the bilateral Israeli- 
Jordanian border talks can be conducted in 
isolation from the Palestinian side as well, 
since the Palestinian self-rule territory would 
conceivably (ouch the international border 
line between Palestine during the British 
mandate and Jordan. The inter connection 
between Jordanian and Palestinian territo- 
rial interests makes it incumbent on Israel to 
deal with the two parties concurrently. 
Granted that the Palestinian self-rule course 
has yet to acquire definitive shape or form, 
still (he parties concerned need to put before 
them as well the impact of any future 
agreement on any Palestinian boundary lines 
in the region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WITH THE return ot Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat to 
his homeland, the Palestinians have taken the first step 
towards regaining their homeland and establishing their 
statehood, said Al R»'l daily Saturday. The Palestinians 
have suffered for a long time and the forces of evil and 
aggression have joined forces in conspiracies against them 
for so many years, said the daily. Since the beginning of the 
20th century, the Palestinians' have been suffering from 
Israeli occupation for 27 years, with many of them living m 
camps after having been displaced from their hometowns, 
said the paper. In the face of the atrocities committed daily 
bv the Uraeli authorities, the Palestinians had no altema- 
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home their Is-oderi \vc felt proud of the sacrifices they 
offered to achieve liberation, and our spirits rose with the 
flattering of the Palestinian flags hung everywhere in 
Palestinian lands, the paper continued. The enthusiastic 
welcome accorded to Mr. Arafat reflects the Palestinian 
people's yearning for peace and stability in their homeland, 
said the paper. It said Mr. Arafat's return could make the 
beginning of the long march towards independence. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour urged Jordanian political 
parties to do more than talk for helping end the U.N. 
imposed sanctions against Iraq. Taher Al Adwan said that 
many of Jordan’s parties have some son of connection with 
’Syria, which is in a position to influence Arab Gulf states 


;ihd other countries into ending the embargo on Iraq. Syria 

.... : jv ‘Tiructcc within the Arab League and has '—r 
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i jars. Bui if the relations were strained between Damascus 
and Baghdad over side issues, they ought to improve under 
the present situation, which requires a show of solidarity 
between Arab people in the two countries, especially as the 
Ironis face starvation and continued sufferings. sa:d the 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


The peace dividend; what not to expect 


THE ECONOMIC impact of peace on Joran will definitely 
be positive, but we should not exaggerate the benefits or 
expxt too much. Some factors will place limitations on 
most economic benefits that may accrue to Jordan as a 
result of peace with Israel. 

The economic benefits of peace that are usually pointed 
out are the results of: The flow of foreign investments, the 
access to the West Bank market, the freedom of movement 
of labour and capital, the recovery of a fair share of the 
water of Yarmouk and Jordan nvexs and the boom in 
tourism. 

As far as foreign investments are concerned, little is 
expected due to the heavy external indebtedness amount- 
ing to some $7 billion, forming 134 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP). The limit for creditworthiness of 
a country is generally agreed to be less than 75 per cent of 
its GDP. Under the circumstances, foreign investors may 
not like to come in unless Jordanian indebtedness was 
somehow reduced to below the level of 75 percent of GDP, 
which means that at least S3 billion of Jordanian debts 
should be written off to make Jordan attractive to prudent 
foreign direct investors. Will peace bring about this debt 
reduction? It is a question which is still open for specula- 
tion. U.S. President Bill Clinton's commitment to extend 
debt relief to Jordan is too vague to be convincing to 
foreign investors. 

The growth of trade and exports to the new growing 
markets of the West Bank and Gaza Strip is severely 
limited by harsh barriers imposed by Israel as expressed in 
the recent economic accord, reached in Paris on April 29, 
between Israel and the PLO. This means that Jordan 
should renegotiate these limitations with Israel with a view to 
obtaining full access to the West Bank market on. equal 
basis with Israeli access. But will Jordan succeed in this 
endeavour? This is another question which remains open 
for the time being. 

It is not yet known which direction will the movement of 
labour and capital through the bridges take. Will a large 
number of people and displaced families take yp the 


opportunity to return to the West Bank and Gaza? Some 
analysts suggest that the opposite may Cake place in view of 
the 48 per cent rate of unemployment, bad Irving conditions 
and lack of security in the occupied territories which may 
aggravate the economic and demographic situation in 
Jordan through the influx of more refugees. In any case, a 
huge movement of people will carry a high cost of 
adjustment on both sides of the river. Will qeac e gjvc ^n sc 
to massive movement . of _ people and capital eastwards) or 
westwards? This is another unknown which Jordan can, but 
is not likely to do something about it. 


True, Jordan is in dire need for water. Jordan is now 
living under the line of poverty if not the starvation line of 
water. Lifting objections against Al Wahda Dam on 
Yarmouk River, and giving the go-ahead signal for its 
financing and construction will be a small but welcome 
step, bin will Israel agree to give Jordan back its foil rights 
in the water of the Jordan River? And, equally important, 
will Syria give Jordan its fair share in the water of Yarmouk 
River? Will peace bring back to Jordan its water which was 
seized by the two states. 

It is also believed that hundreds of thousands of tourists 
will flow into Aqaba and Petra. That is the good news. The 
bad news is foe fact that most of them will be one-day 
visitors which makes the expected income from tourists less 
than enough to offset the environmental costs involved. 


There will be peace dividend but it may be a meagre one. 
It takes plenty of understanding, vision and political will to 
benefit economically from peace. Unfortunately those 
qualities are in short supply. 

In conclusion, the historical deal, which we are about to 
strike, must be good on its own merits from a national and 
political view points. The economic sweetener is not sweet 
enough to justify political concessions. Short of frill land 
recovery, recognised borders, meaningful security guaran- 
tees, water rights and the right of return of the displaced 
Palestinians, Jordan should not sign a peace treaty or 
normalise economic and political relations with Israel. 


M. KAHZL 



Arafat in Gaza: Stallions, 
donkeys and other symbols 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Editor’s note; The follow- 
ing piece by Jordan Tones 
columnist Rami G. Khouri 
was published in the Los 
Angeles Times Saturday 


IT WAS, in the end, a 
spectacle in which symbols 
mattered as much as subst- 
ance. In Yasser Arafat's re- 
turn to Palestine Friday, 
after 27 years in exile lead- 
ing the Palestinian struggle 
for national rights, the sym- 
bols spoke much of tire im- 
pending reality of product 
politics, and less of the re- 
lish and zest of national 
triumph. 


The symbols are glaring 
in their awkwardness for 
Palestinians. He bad to se- 
cure detailed Israeli 
approval for die timing and 
manner of his return to- 
Palestine. He had to post- 
pone bis symbolically 
charged visit re Jerusalem. 
He travelled from an Egypt 
caught in die grip of stul- 
tifying domestic tension, 
while his relations with 
other key Arab states re- 
main tense and erratic. He 
entered a Palestinian home- 
land plagued by the legacy 
of Israeli occupation, rav- 
aged by socio-economic dis- 
tress. and humiliated by die 
bard reality that Palesti- 
nians enjoy only partial au- 
thority on small bits of their 
land, and that only with 
explicit Israeli tutelage. He 
travels in & Palestine pock- 
marked by hundreds of 
Jewish settlements enjoying 
Israeli extraterritorial 
sovereignty. He faces se- 
rious challenges within the 
Palestinian community, 

from progressive, 
republican-minded activists 
on the centre and left to 
Islamists on the right. And 
he wanders the worid as be 
.il* ays has. seeking not so 
much diplomatic support as 
hard cash re pay his guards, 
pals, and employee.. t 


He returned re Palestine 
this week riding not a shin- 
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limp diplomatic donkey. 
Nevertheless, for those in 
the Arab Worid, including 
myself, who support the 
Arafat/Fateh political 
approach and the Arab- 
Israeli peace process now 
underway. Arafat repre- 
sents something far more 
important than the sum of 
the petty humiliations that 
be and bis people endure. 
He represents the triumph 
of realism over idealism, of 
pragmatism over romantic- 
ism, and of hope over de- 
spair and de gen erate vio- 
lence. Sometimes is life, for 
particularly rigorous jour- 
neys, donkeys are more 
appropriate than stallions. 

The beast he rode home 
upon is the PLO-Israel 
peace agreement that was 
negotiated in Norway and 
signed in Washington last 
year — an accord that is 
nniversmtly accepted as 
deeply flawed, grievously 
skewed in favour of Israel, 
and a humiliating shell of 
the nationalistic demands of 
the Palestinian people since 
the early decades of this 
century. Nevertheless, this 
is a small triumph to build 
upon for a Palestinian peo- 
ple who have savored few 
victories other than the 
heroic achievement of 
asserting their identity, 
their rights, their human- 
ism, and their communal 
vigor for the foil span of the 
past long and catastrophic 
century. 

Realistic pragmatism, tm- 
Hke bombastic and idealis- 
tic romanticism, drives us re 
recognise and then to cele- 
brate t be inherent value of 
<ar,all victories, and seeks re 
build upon them to achieve 
our larger national goals: 
initially, a Palestinian state 
living side by side with 
brad. Jordan, Syria, and 
the other modern states 
that were born in the 
Huropean-midwived Mid- 
dle Eastern political order 
of 1920; and after that, 
mutual co ope ration among 
Arabs and Israelis, in order 
re rekindle the dynamism, 

nlnnlicm and rrrndnctivitv 


of the ancient yet stiD op- 
erative Semitic family of 
Christians, Muslims and 
Jews. 

Arafat’s return borne 
marks the start of this enor- 
mous and moving historic 
challenge, for he and his 
movement symbolise the 
ascendancy or the politics of 
realism in the Arab Worid. 
Clearly, his strategy enjoys. 
the support of a majority of 
Palestinians — a predomi- 
nantly silent majority that 
accepts the fact that, given 
the state of the Arab World 
and of global power, we will 
attain onr Palestinian 
national rights only through 
a process of compromise, 
patience and moderation. 
The truly significant Arab 
and Palestinian political 
dynamic today is that we 
accept compromise, pati- 
ence and moderation as the 
inevitable mechanics of our 
achievable national aspira- 
tions, rather than only as 
the degrading attributes of 
a grieved and forgotten 
folk. 

Leftists, “nationalists” 
and I slamis ts from the foil 
spectrum of Palestinian and 
Arab politics have vehe- 
mently opposed both die 
Madrid peace process laun- 
ched in 15)91 and the Oslo 
accord agued in 1993 — but 
they have been stunningly 
ignored by the majority of 
Arab people and govern- 
ments as either irrelevant or 
unrealistic. The Arab and 
Israeli majorities have 
spoken out dearly for a 
continuation of the peace 
process, despite its flaws, 
imbalances and mutual 
compromises. Arafat’s re- 
turn home represents the 
culmination of the first and 
easiest phase of peace malfag 
ing. 

The second phase will re- 
quire significantly more de- 
manding and potentially 
hazardous domestic politic- 
al battles, within both 
Palestine and Israel, as Fri- 
day’s symbols clearly 
affirmed: Israeli police 
clashed witb rightwing 

Israeli nrntKtnrc. while 


Arafat’s homecoming 
speech was top-heavy with 
olive branches to his 
domestic opponents (espe- 
cially Hamas), and to ins 
OQce-and-potential Arab 
financiers and diplomatic 
s u p porter s . He wffl use his 
considerable political drill* 
and his control of his sud- 
denly rejuvenated political 
patronage and Palestinian 
finances to keep delivering 
on the high ex pect a t i ons 
and hazy promises of the 
peace process — greater 
Palestinian political author- 
ity, ending the Israeli 
occupation, rising living 
standards for Palestinians, 
i.e. peace, freedom and 
prosperity. 


Is his case, he is likely , 
Yeltsin-like, to a cc ep t just 
enough d em oc rat ic plural- 
ism to attract Western aid 
mid prevent a domestic cri- 
sis, while providing the 
strong, centralised, top- 
heavy leadership that is 
consistent with Arab poli- 
tical culture and that may 
be required to assure stabil- 
ity, attract investments, and 
prod significant and Speedy 
socio-economic p mgm ^ 
Arafat’s great challeng e 
now is not to make the 
transition from guerrilla 
fighter to statesman; it is, 
rather, to make the transi- 
tion from a political opera- 
tive on a global stage to a 
poutical operative on a loc- 
al stage. No wonder that Us 
homecoming speech in 
Gaza sounded less like the 
triumphalist oratorical 
zenith of a historical figure, 
and more like the accept- 
ance spee c h of a political 
party presidential candidate 
trying re rally his forces for 
the partisan battles that fie 
ahead. Arafat’s return 
essentially marked the end 
of the ArabTstaeli conflict, 
and the start of a dramatic 
new era of ideological 
struggle and development 
challenges xbai will be play- 
ed out — in the coi nin g 
decade at least — within the 
countries of the Levant, in- 
stead of amon? them. 


The case 


for Arafat 



By Ludwig w. Tamari 


THE SIGNING of the 
Oslo accord in September 
was. hailed by almost every- 
one in the international 
c o m muni ty as a diplomatic 
triumph for the Palesti- 
nians and the peace loving 
people in the world- The 
appearance of PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat in Washing- 
ton was enough to convince 
even the most sceptical 
observers that a new era 
was dawning in the Middle 
East, that now there was a 
real chance for peace in the' 
region. 


But in some ways, no- 
thing seems to have 
changed. It is no secret that 
prior to Oslo, Arafat was 
viewed as a pariah by his 
enemies — Israelis, Arabs, 
and others alike. That is 
still true. Today, fully nine 
months after the declara- 
tion of principles was 
signed in Washington, Ara- 
fat is still under enormous 
pressures. As before he is 
feeing buffeted from every 
ride — for delivering too 
little, or too much, of 
anting Kke a dictator, or 
•lacking in quality lead- 
ership, the reasons seem 
endless. But this time most 
of the criticism is coming 
from the Palestinian com- 
munity itself. And if s get- 
ting more strident. 

Recently, for instance. 
Dr. Hisbam Sharabi of 
Georgetown University 
called on Palestinians to 
join ranks, before it is too 
late, with a view to force 
Arafat to sign a “Magna 
Carta’’ of sorts. Dr. Shar- 
abi, a venerable and much- 
respected voice in the 
Arab- American commun- 
ity, gave Arafat very low 
maria for his (alleged) end- 
less and useless policy of 
marking time. Dr. Sharabi 
is not alone: Arafat is now 
faced with mounting critic- 
ism from the Palestinian 
intelligentsia and business 
c ommunity in the United 
States and Europe. Mr. 
Arafat has become an anvil 
for the hammerlike strokes 
of his opponents (including 
a number of his closest 
supporters), who are now 


beating him ceaselessly. 
At this 


stage it is almost 
immoral not to sympathise 
with Arafat. He is the per- 
son, after all, who signed 
the Oslo accord and who 
now must deliver on the 
promises it contained. Nor 
is til ere any doubt that the 
PLO leader is sometimes 
forced to act undemocrati- 
cally — and that he makes 
decisions that few of us 
agree with. 

It is easy, in the name of 
democracy, to call on 
others to build barricades 
against Arafat. But we 
should make no mistake 
about what is at stake here. 
.The call for a strong stand 
against Arafat is a call for 
deepening the rift between 
the PLO leader and the 
people. It will pit Palesti- 
nian agai nst Palestinian — 
again. 

I am a realist and so is 
Chainnan Arafat. Palesti- 
nians who live in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip have 
suffered under Israelf fo- 
fransigence even before 
1967. The Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
and not us — the intellec- 
tuals. the businessmen, 
those in America and 
Europe — are the ones 
who led the intifada, who 
fought incessantly to throw 
off the yoke of Israel, who 
paid exorbitant taxes to 
their occupiers. 

Arafat had no choice. As 

chairman of the PLO 

and representing all 
Palestinians — he had to 
walk a tightrope. He had re 
cognise the sacrifice of 
these in the occupied terri- 
tories and concurrently 
guard against vitiating the 
enthusiasm of the intellec- 
tuals and the moneyed 
community. 

It is time to be blunt. Our 

movement has succeeded. 
For me first time since 1948 
thePalestinian people have 
a chance to govern them- 
selves and establish their 
own srate. This was not 
something that was granted 
by Israel — it was w Qn by 
the t ribulations and 
tiiuuipbs of the people of 
Rzrmdlah, Hebron, Beth- 
lehem, Nablus, and Rafah. 

h* the generous 
contributions and heroic 
Fjcnfiees by the Arab and ’ 
Muslim worlds and tfa e 
ranks and file of the 

Palecrmi^Ac- . .. 


that could be claimed by 
the PLO alone or the 
armchair strategists in die 
drawing rooms of the 
world's capitals. The sign- 
ing of the Oslo accord was 
nothing less than an apolo- 
gia for the injustice of 1948. 

But with this victory 
comes a stark realisation. 

The Palestinian people can- 
not defeat Israel by force of 
arms. That vision, cloaked 
in the blood of Israelis, 
Arabs, and Palestinians 
alike, has been buried fore- 
ver. Good riddance. Ara- 
fat, the national leader, 
whatever his faults, has 
committed his people re 
living side-by-side with the 
Israelis in the land of Pales- 
tine. This long national 
struggle has not ended, it is 
just beginning. Should we 
criticise Arafat now, be- 
cause be has not single- 
handedly recreated the 
world we knew in 1948? 
Because he is unable to 
reverse the hand of time? 
Because things as they^d 
were no longer are — but^Yl 
should be? What a delu- 
sion. 

Yasser Arafat is the one 
being made answerable and 
accountable for Palestinian 
actions by tfae worid com- 
munity, not his critics. He 
is the one who has made 
the promise to deliver 
peace. And his critics and- .. 
detractors should trader-! ~~ 
stand that Arafat has taken 
a great risk in doing so. 

It is time to end his frac- 
tious debate, between 
those who are Arafat’s cri- 
tics and those who s up port 
him , Arafat need not re- 
main alone and lonely at 
the apex of the Palestinian 
national movement. Arafat 
should abandon the illusion 
that he and be alone can ' 
manage the newly created 
realities. Arafat should 
note that the criticism of 
the intellectuals and the 
business community is 
given in good faith and 
those who took to criticise 
the Oslo accord (like'Dr. 
Sharabi, Haidar Abdul 
Shari," Edward Said and 
many others) have a role to 
play in the new Palestinian 
entity . Arafat should .a 
accept their challenge by * 
inviting their participation 
in the realisation of the 
world’s newest state. I am 
certain that they will be 
true to their word and all of 
us will be proud of their 
contribution. 

To" the 
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critics I should 
add that it is not what you . 
say chat is as important as 
how you say it. The con- 
tinual hammering on Ara- 
fat must cease. Those who- . 
criticise have a responsibil- 
ity to provide an allema- ■' 
tive. So far, they have not 
done so. Arafat is not free 
from mistakes, but he is the 
leader of the PLO and the 
symbol of Palestinian 
nationhood. 

As a practical matter, the 
criticism of Arafat is a re- 
flection of the deep divi- 
sions in our own society — 
between those who con- 
.ceived of our revolution on 
the outside of the territor- 
ies, and those who fought 
for it on the inside. There 
ought to be a way to reach 
a conciliation between the 
two. 

Whatever the answer to 
our current problems, our 
future lies in winning the 
battle for peace. The time 
for sacrifice by blood is 
over, the time for a new 
sacrifice — of conciliation^ 
— * is beginning. Right now, “ 
Palestine — the nation-to- 
be — is in dire need of 
international funds. There 
are literally thousands of 
people in tfae West Bank 
and Gaza without visible 
means of support. The 
hope for their future is 
being dimmed while we 
endlessly debate the useful- 
ness of what Oslo has 
A y rou ght. The next genera- 
tion of Palestinians is being 
^uibittered and impover- 
ished by our endless nig- 
gling and our infinite ability 
*? exchange volleys of cri- 
ticism. It is time for the 
Palestinians to step down 
from their pedestal of 
^frned struggle as a con- 
gous process and look at 
the realities of the present 
situation. -^4 

It is time for us to realise 
r hat there is only one 
alternative and one option, 
and that is the one pre- 
sented to us by Arafat the 
leader — peace. 

Jhe writer is a Jordanian- 4 
Palestinian businessman ■ 
based in Murvlun/t. U.S.A. 
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By Affson Smale 

The Associated Press 

SARAJEVO — As the 
world unfurls yet another 
Balkan peace plan, Bosnia 
and Crotia bristle with evi- 
dence that war is about to 
flare with fresh fury. 

Three years into fighting 
that has claimed more than 
200,000 lives, diplomats 
and U.N. officials are 
deeply sceptical that any 
side wants peace. 

In Bosnia, a 3-week-old 
truce is being broadly 
ignored. The government is 
talking belligerently of de- 
feating the Serbs and the 
Serbs promise a counterof- 
fensive. In Croatia, Serb- 
Croat talks have collapsed 
and brought the foes back 
to the brmk of war. 

Serious figthing could 
spell the end of the NATO 
presence in Bosnia's U.N. 

I force, and call the whole 
peacekeeping mission into 
question. 

Ironically, a deal that en- 
ded nearly a year of 
Muslim-Croat fighting in 
Bosnia may mean more 
war. 

The government has 
moved IS brigades of 
fi g hin g Croats to face the 
Serbs m northern Bosnia, a 
senior U.N. source said. In 
Sarajevo, government 
forces have dug new tren- 
ches to build on their infan- 
try advantage. 

; The new federation also 
’ has meant «n»u arms and 
ammu nition are pouring in 
through Croatia, said the 
U.N. source, who insisted 
on anonymity. 

New arms and pinprick 
successes against the Serbs 
have emboldened the gov- 
ernment, the victim for 
much of the 26-month war. 

Moreover, the U.S.- 
backed Muslim-Croat fed- 
eration appears to be func- 
tioning. Tension remains 
high, bnt leaders unex- 
pectedly have allowed one 
another’s hard-liners into 
the federation government. 

Bosnian army comman- 
der General Rasim Dehc is 
openly urging a joint effort 
by the federation and 
Croatia proper against the 
Serbs. In Bosnia, Serbs 
bold about 70 per cent of 


the territory. In Croatia, 
they control about a third. 

“Until now, we have 
waged a defensive war," 
Gen. Dehc said. “Now, we 
are moving to... a war for 
liberation.' 

Gen. Dehc appears on 
Bosnian TV at the front 
lines with his forces. In 
Sarajevo, everbody talks of 
fighting' to regain lost land. 

U.N. officials say Bos- 
nian government troops 
have done more than Serbs 
to violate a June 10 truce 
that was supposed to usher 
in a peace plan offered by 
U.S., Russian and Euro- 
pean negotiators. 

“The only way is the 
military defeat of the Serb 
aggressor,” Gen. Dehc told 
the Croatian daily Vecemji 
List. “I think this is also the 
only way for Croatia to get 
what it needs, a united 
Croatia in its international- 
ly recognised borders.” 

A two-pronged attack 
could stretch the better- 
armed Serbs, but would in- 
vite bitter retaliation. 

The latest international 
peace plan, with a formula 
giving Muslims and Croats 
51 per cent of Bosnia and 
the Serbs 49 per cent, is to 
be unveiled m early July, 
then endorsed at the G-7 
Naples summit. But it 
appears doomed. 

The Bosnian government 
wants at least 58 per cent. 
The Serbs vow never to 
cede eastern Bosnia or a 
narrow northern corridor 
that links their conquests 
with Serbia proper. 

Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic says he 
doubts the [dan wm be 
acceptable. 

Some European officials 
mutter the plan might stand 
more chance if Washington 
poshed foe Bosnian gov- 
ernment harder. 

The United States finds it 
as hard as Bosnian leaders 
to allow Serbs to keep 
occupied land. Congres- 
sional moves to lift the 
arms embargo also suggest 
to the Bosnian government 
it doesn’t have to settle. 

. Washington.- ha*, en- 
dorsed a carrot-aud-stick 
approach: Easing sanctions 
against Serbia if the Sobs 
accept and the government 


Says no; lifting Ihe arms 
embargo against Bosnia if 
the Serbs refuse. 

But fixe Bosnian govern- 
ment is unimpressed, not- 
ing Serbia has survived de- 
spite two years of economic 
sanctions. Failure this time 
could scuttle the entire in- 
ternational effort. 

Spain, Britain and 
France could withdraw 
forces from the U.N. force 
by fall if peace does not 
materialise. UN officials 
bint that if Bosnia were 
free to buy arms, their mis- 
sion would be over because 
one side would be openly 
preparing for war. 

Meanwhile, there is dan- 
ger of more war in Croatia, 
where U.N. troops have 
patrolled an uneasy peace’ 
since early 1992. 

Serbs and Croats agreed 
in March to end their 1991 
war over Croatian inde- 
pendence. Bnt talks on Ihe 
details collapsed and rela- 
tions now are at ground 
zero. 

Croatian President Fran- 
jo Tudjman sees that Slo- 
bodan Milosevic, the 
powerful Serbian presi- 
dent, cannot or will not 
force Serbs in Croatia to 
settle. At die same time he 
is under domestic pressure 
to make progress on rein- 
tegrating Serb-held land. 
Attacking the Serbs would 
be popular. 

U.S. ambassador to 
Croatia Peter Galbraith has 
publicly warned against it, 
suggesting economic sanc- 
tions eventually will ruin 
die Serbs. 

Ooatia should not take 
unilateral action with, “a 
high risk of failure,” he 
said at Zagreb University. 
Decisions to fight," have to 
be based on cold, hard poli- 
tical analysis, not on emo- 
tion.” 

But logic does not role in 
the Balkans. Croatia has 
been arming despite a 
weapons embargo, and 
now reportedly has 16 MiG 
jet fighters. 

On June 20, a MiG 
. screeched over Zagreb air- 
port, Its pilot ■ waggling- 
wings and turning rolls in a 
display of 'the machismo' 1 
that could yet drive much 
more bloodshed. 
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U.N. soldiers accompany an aid convoy in Bosnia (AFP photo) 


UNHCR says money shortage threatens Bosnia aid 


By Philippe Nanghton 

Reuter 

GENEVA — The United 
Nations refugee agency 
warned Friday that funding 
shortages could bring its re- 
lief convoys in former 
Yugoslavia to a halt by the 
end of this month. 

Separately, a spokesman 
for the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said it was be- 
coming increasingly con- 
cerned about foe Bosnian 
Muslim enclave of Bihac, 
cut off from -U.N aid since 
May because of a blockade 
by Serbs hi neighbouring 
Croatia. 

The agency said high 


commissioner Sadako Oga- 
ta was to send major donor 
governments a letter on Fri- 
day urgently appealing for 
at least S50 million to get 
through the summer 
months. 

The UNHCR is the lead 
humanitarian agency in for- 
mer Yugoslavia, where it 
looks after some four mil- 
lion people, most of them in 
Bosnia. 

Although an upsurge in 
commercial traffic to the 
region has eased some of 
foe pressure on foe agency, 
millions still rely on ,.the 
U.N. aid effort. .. 

So far in 1994, the 
UNHCR has received-only 
S42.5 million in new dona- 
tions, compared with $200 


million at the same time last 
year, foe agency said in a 
statement. 

Its total budget in former 
Yugoslavia this year is $338 
million, but it is facing a 
shortfall of some $200 mil- 
lion. 

In the letter to donors, 
Mr. Ogata wrote: “I am 
concerned that due to the 
summer recess in donor 
capitals we may not receive 
contributions until the 
month of September, unless 
fonds are contributed 
shortly. 

“This would oblige me to 
halt the humanitarian 
assistance programme in 
the former Yugoslavia, sev- 
erely affecting foe well- 
being of refugees and dis- 


placed persons.” 

A UNHCR spokesman, 
Ron Redmond, said the 
UNHCR was also worried 
about the northwestern en- 
clave of Bihac. 

The UNHCR has tradi- 
tionally taken supplies to 
the Bihac pockety home to 
about 200,000 Bosnian 
Muslims, through adjoining 
areas of Croatia held by 
ethnic Serbs since 1991. 

But Mr. Redmond said 
Serbs in the so-called Kra- 
jina enclave have not 
allowed any convoys 
through since May, forcing 
the U.N. to cancel around 
70 aid convoys and causing 
a severe shortage of staple 
foods. 

The Bihac pocket is cur- 


rently the scene of fighting 
between forces loyal ro loc- 
al Muslim leader Fikret 
Abdic, who has declared 
independence from 
Sarajevo, and the Muslim- 
led Bosnian government 
army. 

Mr. Redmond said the 
Krajina Serbs — who U.N. 
officials said on Thursday 
were providing Abdic with 
weapons — had not given a 
reason for their blockade 
and UNHCR officials had 
so far been unable to per- 
suade them to lift it. 

He added: “We have 
asked the Bosnian Serb au- 
thorities in Pale to get foe 
Krajina Serbs to cooperate 
but we have had no sue- 


Democrats pound away at ‘radical right’ 


By John King 

The Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Lis- 
ten to Democrats these 
days, from President Bill 
Cfinton on down, and it 
would appear that the Re- 
publican Party has changed 
its name to the radical par- 

ty* 

There certainly are deep 
fissures in the Republican 
ranks, deepest among them 
the differences between 
cultural conservatives and 
moderates over issues like 
abortion, gay rights, and 
school prayer. 

Bnt as the Democrats try 
to foil that fight and attract 
disenchanted Republican 
moderates, there’s a more 
immediate reasoning be- 
hind the effort to paint 
Republicans as radicals: 
Democratic turnout has 
been pathetic this year, and 
the attacks are an effort to 
persuade liberals to vote. 

“They only do well in 
low turnout,” California 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi re- 
minded fellow Democrats 
this weekend as she railed 
against “the radical right” 
— a label Democrats are 
using more and more these 
days as they search for a 
successful midterm election 
strategy. 

At a party gathering this 
weekend, leaders stressed 
that only positive accom- 
plishments would help 
Democrats limit their los- 


ses in foe midterm elec- 
tions. 

Heading that wish list is 
health care reform. If ma- 
jor reforms aren't passed 
this year, “we're going to 
be Mamed for being in- 
effective,” Democratic 
Rep. Bill Richardson 
warned. 

Bnt with foe outcome of 
that debate still uncertain, 
and other dynamics about 
foe Call elections stiD un- 
clear, Democrats are 
spending much of their 
time trying to paint Repub- 
licans as a party controlled 
by far-right radicals. 

Mr. CUnton himself took 
issue recently with those he 
said “come into foe politic- 
al system and then say that 
anybody who doesn't agree 
with them is godless, any- 
one who doesn’t agree with 
them is not a good Christ- 
ian.” 

Those criticisms were re- 
peated again and again at a 
gathering as Democrats 
pointed to the Christian 
conservative control of 
state Republican conven- 
tions' recently in ' Texas, 
Virginia and Minnesota. 
This faction of die Republi- 
can Party, in the Demo- 
crats' view, is hellbent on 
destroying the Clinton 
presidency. 

“Christian bashing” is 
Republican Chairman 
Haley Barbour’s label for 
the Democratic attacks, a 
fine repeated by Senate Re- 
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(Continued from page 1) 

tnally be extended beyond 
Jericho to all the West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat criticised in- 
ternational donors for with- 
holding promised aid to his 
cash-strapped organisation, 
which must face the 
monumental task of rebuild- 
ing the decayed mfrastroo 
pre of impoverished Gaza 
vat I Jericho. 

“The World Bank and-foe 
donors are proposing condi- 
tions on yon, and I refused 
these conditions... I win new- 
er accept allowing someone 
dse to control foe Palestinian 
economy... all the promises 
we were given evaporated.” 

“You must know that this 
Palestinian nation is a great 


nation. It' is omnipotent... 
with our own sample abilities, 
with our hunger and anguish 
and pain, we will build this 
authority... our road is hard 
and the challenge is to be or 
not to be.” . 

The PLO chief said Palesti- 
nians would have to rely on 
their own meager resources 
to rebuild their economy, 
which has languished under 
decades of Israeli occupation. 

Many of Jabalya’s refugees 
turned out for a glimpse of 
the leader most had never 
seen. But Mr. Arafat, for the 
second consecutive day, <fid 
not move among them. 

He emerged from a high- 
speed motorcade and was 
whisked away by body- 
guards, ever nervous of assas- 


puMican leader Bob Dole 
in a television interview. 

Not so, say the Demo- 
oats. 

“We want to compete for 
the votes of people of 
faith,” said Democratic 
National Committee Chair- 
man David Wilhelm. 
“What we take issue with is 
the suggestion that one 
group's political views are 
ordamed by God and that 
all others are un- 
christian.” 

Some disillusioned Re- 
publicans have aided the 
Democrats' attacks on Re- 
publican radicals. 

“If we say that every 
woman who has an abor- 
tion is a “baby killer,” and 
that every son and daugh- 
ter who is gay is an abo- 
mination, when we imply 
that women who demand 
equality are somehow 
violating their fundamental 
natures, well then we rele- 
gate ourselves to the a de- 
fine,” former New Jersey 
Repobtican Governor Tho- 
mas Kean admonished a 
Republican gathering in 
Iowa dominated by Christ- 
ian conservatives. 

Mr. Kean’s blunt re- 
marks earned him just two 
of the 1,349 votes cast at 
Iowa’s 1996 presidential 
straw poll, obvious evi- 
dence of the influence 
Christian conservatives 
have in many state Repub- 
lican parties. 

Because of that, many 

smation attempts. 

Some residents said they 
were disappoin te d he had not 
stopped to talk and shake 


His adviser Nabil Shaath 
said Mr. Arafat was ecstatic 
about the trip and his recep- 
tion in his homeland. 

“He is in a state of euphor- 
ic happiness. He has been 
traveling all day (Friday) but 
I don’t seen any effect of the 
fatigue on him,” said Dr. 
Shaath. 

Palestinian official Saeb 
Erakatsaid Mr. Arafat would 
visit Jericho on Monday for 
the swearing in of the 24- 
member Palekinian authority 
that will run the autonomy. 

Mr. Arafat is expected to 
leave for France On Tuesday. 
He is to meet Israeli Prune 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
Paris in Wednesday. 


Republicans with presiden- 
tial ambitions dance de- 
licately around foe subject 

For example, former 
Housing Secretary Jack 
Kemp said he did not 
approve of harsh personal 
attacks on foe Clintons, a 
staple on foe television 
programmes of religious 
broadcasters Pat Robert- 
son and Jerry FalweO. But 
be did not criticise either of 
them directly, and said 
Democrats have unfairly 
“demonised” Mr. Robert- 
son’s Christian Coalition. 

The Republican split will 
be an issue in many cam- 
paigns tins fall, as Demo- 
crats try to pot Republicans 
in awkward spots. 

“It can motivate some of 
our people to vote,” said 
Mr. Wflhehn. 

Many Republicans pre- 
dict that intra-party ten- 
sions will work themselves 
out. But many Democrats, 
and some Republicans as 
well, aren’t so sure. 

Stanley Greenberg, a 
Democratic pollster, said 
one in three Republicans 
feels alienated from the 
party because of the rising 
influence of Christian con- 
servatives. 

“This obviously helps 
Democrats, but It is not 
just a tactic or strategy on 
our part,” Mr. Greenberg 
said. “The Christian right 
stuff is underscoring a fault 
line in foe Republican Par- 
ty that is fundamental.” 

In other developments: 
Palestinian broadcasting cor- 
poration radio went on the 
air for the first time Saturday 
beaming test programmes of 
classical Arab music out of a 
studio in Jericho. 

“Brothers and sisters all 
over Palestinian land, this is 
the voice of Palestine," the 
speaker announced as broad- 
casting began mid-afternoon 
on medium wave at a fre- 
quency of 702 kilohertz. 

Right-wing Israelis staged 
a protest against Mr. Arafhfs 
visit, holding a sabbath pray- 
in Saturday in Jerusalem. 

Heavily guarded by hun- 
dreds of police deployed 
throughout the old walled 
city, about 4,000 men and 
boys in'dark pants and white 
shirts swayed as they recited 
afternoon prayers at the 
western wall. 


Damascus a mausoleum 
for Assad’s dead son 


By Kate Donrian 
Reuter 

DAMASCUS — Five 
months after foe death of 
President Hafez Al Assad's 
eldest son in a car crash, 
Syria remains a nation in 
mourning and its capital a 
giant mausoleum to Basse! 
Al Assad. 

Posters of Bassel, aged 32 
when he died on January 21 
this year, are still being 
pasted on every wall in 
cities across the country in a 
national effort to immortal- 
ise the young man they call 
foe “golden knight of 
Syria.” 

Airports, hospitals, milit- 
ary academies, mosques, 
streets, gardens and squares 
are being renamed after the 
army major anointed 
national hero and martyr. 

Was he foe heir appa- 
rent? Opinion among diplo- 
mats is divided. 

Some believe he was 
being groomed for high 
office or even as a successor 
to his 64-year-old lather, 
who has ruled the country 
for nearly a quarter of a 
century. 

The diplomats say he had 
the qualifications for step- 
ping into his father’s shoes. 

The eldest of Mr. Assad's 
four children — three boys 
and a girl — Bassel had the 
leadership credentials. He 
was an army major with a 
degree in engineering, a pa- 
rachutist and master eques- 
trian with a string of succes- 
ses on the turf. He also had 
a passion for fast cars. 

“Don’t forget that you 
cannot have a leader in 
Syria who does not have a 
base in the army.” said a 
weil-informed Syrian 
source, acknowledging that 
even in official circles Bas- 
sel was considered a qual- 
ified candidate. 

“People had hopes that 
Bassel would make things 
better. He was already 
'looking at ways to crack 
down on corruption,” the 
source said. "Now they are 
afraid that there will be 
chaos if Assad goes because 
they cannot see who can 
replace him.” 

Shortly after Bassel died, 



Bassel Al Assad 

attention turned to his 
younger brother Bashar, a 
soldier and a doctor. 

But Bashar has kept a 
relatively low profile except 
for a brief public appear- 
ance recently when he re- 
ceived a team of Cossack 
horsemen who rode all foe 
way to Syria from southeast 
Russia to pay their last re- 
spects to Bassel. 

That Bassel was widely 
.admired among the popula- 
tion of 13 million is appa- 
rent. Private cars and taxis 
have pictures of the 
bearded Bassel glued to 
their windows and wind- 
screens. 

“His death was a blow 
because people really be- 
lieved that Bassel would im- 
prove things.” said another 
diplomat. 

Like Mr. Assad’s other 
children, Bassel was 
brought up strictly and was 
never seen as foe privileged 
son of a powerful president, 1 
the diplomats say. 

Bassel on horseback, in 
parachute outfit, wearing a 


suit and tie or sporting dark 
glasses are some of the im- 
ages proliferating around 
the country. Some of the 
posters also show a tearful 
eye with the words “Syria”. 

Bassel has become a 
national icon, lionised as no 
other man in recent Syrian 
history. 

An exhibition has opened 
at foe renamed martyr Bas- 
sel Al Assad Academy, 
where he trained as a young 
cadet. Among dozens of 
portraits, some drawn by 
children, is a mural of Bas- 
sel in army uniform on 
horseback, surrounded by 
horses on the- ground and 
angels in the sky as he 
ascends to heaven. 

Some Syrians are even 
attributing healing powers 
to the dead Bassel. A Sy- 
rian woman says her maid 
recently asked for a holiday 
so she oould visit his grave 
at Qardaha in northern 
Syria because she had beard 
the sick were being healed. 

His death on January 21 
while driving in thick fog on 


foe Damascus airport road 
came as a shock to most 
Syrians. His very name — 
which translates as valiant 
foe lion — suggested invin- 
. ability. 

“People are now worried 
that the stability they nur- 
tured so painstakingly for 
so long could go up in 
smoke,” said one diplomat. 

But a senior government 
official, presidential aide 
Bahjat Sulieman, said re- 
cently people saw brother 
Bashar as a symbol and 
guarantee for stability and 
continuation of President 
Assad’s policies. 

And Defence Minister 
Mustafa Tlas, speaking 40 
days after Basset’s death, 
declared that Bashar had all 
foe qualifications to follow 
in the steps of his brother. 

Syrians generally ack- 
. no wl edge that Mr. Assad 
brought political stability to 
the country when he took 
power in 1970, ending foe 
dark years when coup d'e- 
tats were a fact of political 
life. There were once three 
in one year. 

In Mr. Assad’s Syria, a 
decade is not a long time in 
politics. Mr. Assad has kept 
most of bis key ministers 
since his Baath Party came 
to power. Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam has 
held the job for 10 years, 
having served earlier as 
foreign minister. 

Mr. Tlas has been de- 
fence secretary since Mr. 
Assad relinquished the 
position soon after becom- 
ing president. 

One name not mentioned 
m political circles is that of 
Rifaat Al Assad, the presi- 
dent’s estranged younger 
brother who is neither seen 
nor heard in Damascus. 

Rifaat still holds the title 
of vice-president but has 
not appeared in public since 
his return from exile two 
years ago. Having once 
challenged his brother, he 
now wields no power. 

The diplomats say that if 
Mr. Assad goes, then Mr. 
Khaddam as the elder 
statesman would most like- 
ly be asked to preside over 
a ruling council for an in- 
terim period. 


J. 













World 

Bank 


Egypt to sell state-owned 
company shares on bourse 


Fund seeks easier terms to boost Arab trade 


cuts 

back 


on new 
loans 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank said Friday it cut 
back sharply on new loans in 
(be past fiscal year as de- 
veloping nations in Latin. 
America and southern Asia 
were able to cum to the pri- 
vate sector for money. 

The international lending 
organisation said it promised 
J2U.8 billion in new loans in 
die fiscal year that ended 
June 30 — down from S23.7 
billion the previous year. 

“In the past year, the 
availability of private capital 
to developing countries has 
expanded considerably,'* it 
said. “This has contributed to 
a sharp drop in adjustment 
lending as countries have not 
required (as much) balance 
of payments support from the 
bank.” 

World Bank President 
Lewis Preston welcomed the 
news. As developing coun- 
tries have succeeded in re- 
forming their economies, 
they're been able to turn to 
the international markets and 
private sector for money — 
sources of finance once 
dosed to them. 

Much of the drop in World 
Bank loans occurred in South 
Asia and Latin America. 
N-jw loan commitments for 
the ..user fell to $4.7 billion , 
frc.tr. $ 0.1 billion. 

"Because many Latir. 1 
American count net have sue- j 
ce:->;'i:!ly moved beyond the j 
adjustment phase's, there 1 
were few large bank loans i 
(for that purpose),*’ the 
Werid Bunk said. 

New loans for South Asia 
dropped to $2.4 billion from 
13.4 trillion. The region bene- 
fited from a substantial influx 
of private capital, allowing it 
to cut back on its borrowing 
frera the bank. 

"India... continued with its 
reform programme, but the 
strengthening of its foreign 
reserves meant that it did no: 
need to rely on quick disburs- 
ing loans from the bank,” the 
lending organisation said. 

Lending for the Middle 
East Africa also fell, to $1.2 
billion from 51.S billion. The 
drop reflected reduced lend- 
ing so Algeria, because of its 
domestic economic difficul- 
ties, and to Egypt, which 
lapped «thcr sources for aid. 

Hie World Bank said it 
promised African nations 
billion in new loans in 
1^3 -»)4. the same as the year 
before. Lending. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt, raising 
the pace of its slow-moving 
privatisation programme, 
aims to offer shares in two 
major state-owned firms to 
private investors later this 
month, officials said Satur- 
day. 

The shares will be the first 
government stock to be sold 
off on the Cairo Stock Ex- 
change under the govern- 
ment's World Bank and IMF 
backed economic reform 
programme. 

Brokers, itching for new 
stock issues to revive the 
near-dormant bourse, have 
welcomed the promised sales 
but say the two companies 
offer mixed investment 
opportunities. 

The officials said the gov- 
ernment planned to sell two 
million shares in Ameriyya 
Cement Company, with a 
nominal value of five Egyp- 
tian pounds (SI. 47) and 
250,000 shares in Paints and 
Chemicals Industries, at a 
nominal value of 100 pounds 
(S33.9). 

The sales are being hand- 
led by two separate holding 
companies responsible for 
preparing hundreds of state- 
owned firms for privatisation 
and overseeing their transfer 
into private ownership. 

“The (Ameriyya) offer will 
go ahead in the second half of 
July,*’ an official at the Hold- 
ing Company for Metallurgic- 
al Industries said. “The date 
will be fixed in the next 10 
days.” 

An official at the Holding 
Company for Chemical Com- 
panies said the Paints and 
Chemical Industries sale was 
also due to rake place before 
the end of July. 

So far. the few sales of 
shares in government owned 
stock liave involved direct 
sales of entire companies to 
international investors, or 


transfers of blocks of shares 
to workers* consortia known 
as Employee Shareowner 
Associations. 

Brokers, who hope t he pri- 
vatisation programme will 
help the Cairo bourse emerge 
as a vibrant financial market 
after 40 years in the dol- 
drums, expect the paint com- 
pany shares to be priced at 
between 150 and 200 pounds 
(S44.2 to $59.0). 

“That would be a very fair 
value... it looks like a good 
bet,** said broker Amr Hoss- 
ny of Triple A Securities. 

But investors are withhold- 
ing judgment on shares of the 
debt-ridden Ameriyya Ce- 
ment. which the bolding com- 
pany says will be priced at 27 
to 30 pounds, until the gov- 
ernment announces an ex- 
pected restructuring of its fi- 
nances. 

“As of July 1993, Amer- 
iyya was in debt to the tune of 
600 million pounds ($177 mil- 
lion). Until we know what 
happens to the debts, its 
stock is going to be a specula- 
tive investment/* said one 
broker who declined to be 
named: 

The Ameriyya shares ear- 
marked for sole represent a 
quarter of the company's tot- 
al stock, while the two mil- 
lion shares in Paints and Che- 
mical Industries make up just 
10 per cent of the 20 million 
shares held by the holding 
company. 

Public Sector Minister Atef 
Obeid last mouth said 
Egypt's privatisation process 
had exceeded the targets set 
for it by the World Bank, and 
promised further acceleration 
in sales. 

“From July 10 you will see 
announcements inviting peo- 
ple to buy stocks every day, 
every month/' he said, liken- 
ing the process to an unstopp- 
able express train. 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
Arab World's main trade fi- 
nance programme is relaxing 
its credit terms and linking 
Arab exporters and impor- 
ters to try to shore up flag- 
ging inter-Arab trade, its 
chairman has said. 

Jassem A1 Manai, head of 
the Arab Tra de F inance 
Programme (ATFP), said 
inter-Arab trade — about 
eight per cent of total Arab 
trade — was stymied by poor 
productive sectors and simi- 
larity in manufactured goods. 

“Arab trade is so deficient 
mainly because the economic 

environment is unhealthy and 

we are not producing soph- 


isticated products,” he told a 
news conference. “Arab eco- 
nomies produce mostly prim- 
ary and intermediate pro- 
ducts which resemble other 
Arab productive sectors.” 

He said Arab countries 
starting with Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Tuni- 
sia, Egypt and Jordan will be 
linked in a database network 
ax the Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF) before the end of this 
year lb match importers and 
exporters. 

“We are trying to fill the. 
information vaccum about' 
what goods Arab countries 
have available to trade,” he 
said. 


The Arab Monetary Fund, 
the Arab World’s main finan- 
cial institution, set up the 
ATFP in 1990 to develop 


flexible. It is considering 
lightening the interest rates 
which will differ- according 
to the time period,” Mr. 


Arab economies by financing Manai said. _ 

their non-oil trade with each He did not give figures. It 


other. 

Last year the ATFP issued 
credit lines to four countries, 
less than half of about 20 
Arab League countries it is 
supposed to be reaching 
through the programme. 

Mr. Manai said be hoped 
relaxing credit terms would 
be one way to bring more 
Arab countries into the prog- 
ramme. 

"The board agreed to re- 
consider its terms to be more 


was the second time this year 
the ATFP has met on revising 
its credi t term s. 

The ATFP currently offers 
credits at a rate of one-eighth 
per cent above the London 
interbank offered rate on fi- 
nance terms up to 60 months. 
It bas also eased other condi- 
tions. 

The ATFP’s 1993 annual 
report showed it approved 
594 million of $139 million in 
finance requested. 


Of the $55 million paid in 
1993 about half went to 
Algeria. Morocco rereived 
$13 million, Oman $10 mil- 
lion and Saudi Arabia $4 
million, the report said. 

From January to May 1994 
the fund has already 
approved $72 milli on in cre- 
dit lines, an ATFP statement 
said. 

Abdul Rahman Taha, 
trade finance department 
director, told reporters that 
fund has received 14 requests 
for financing so far this year 
and be expected total financ- 
ing requested to almost dou- 
ble to $220 million by the end 
of 1994. 


China blasts 
‘capital 
games’ of 
foreign 
investors 


Kuwait told to cut budget despite price rise 


Christopher outlines 
ambitious U.S. global 
economic agenda 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Secretary of State Christ- 
opher says President Climcrt 
is advancing “the most ambi- 
tious international economic 
agenda” for the United 
States in nearly 50 years, and 
will concentrate on “ratifica- 
tion of the Uruguay Round 
and initiatives to open new 
markets in Latin America 
and Asia.’’ 

Testifying before the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, Christopher placed 
this issue at the top of the list 
of challenges which the 
administration will be addres- 
sing in its future agenda. 

He said the others include; 

— “An expanded NATO 
that advances the integration 
and security of a wider 
Europe:” 


— *‘A comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East, 
with Israel secure and fully 
integrated in the region’s 
political and economic life;’* 


— "A strong non- 
proliferation regime, includ- 
ing indefinite extension of the 
NPT, a comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty and a ratified 
Chemical Weapons Conven- 
tion;’’ 

— “A United Nations bet- 
ter able to respond effectively 
and rapidly to crises;*' 


■ 

— “An Africa in which an 
increasing number of demo- 
cracies cooperate to resolve 
conflicts and achieve sustain- 
able development;” and 

— “International action on 
population and global climate 
change." 


BEIJING (R) — China 
Saturday sharply criticised 
the “capital games” of fore- 
ign investors who whisked 
their profits out of the coun- 
try through accounting de- 
ceptions and tax evasion. 

“We welcome foreign 
businessmen's investment in 
China and will protect their 
lawful rights and interests,” 
the official People's Daily 
said. “But we will absolutely 
not allow foreign business- 
men to seek exorbitant pro- 
fits, to violate our country’s 
laws, or to use all sorts of 
illegitimate means to extract 
(profits).” 

Tbe article, entitled “capit- 
al games and profit leaks,” 
accused some foreign inves- 
tors of using many fraudulent 
methods to deny China its 
rightful share of taxes and 
profits and to secretly spirit 
foreign currency abroad. 

hi one survey, the news- 
paper said, more than half 
the foreign-funded ventures 
had foiled to pay in their full 
amount of registered capital. 

Some foreign firms had 
jacked up foe price of the 
equipqient they put into the 
Chinese investment or used 
poor-quality machinery to 
artificially boost the size of 
their investment. 

Some foreign ventures ex- 
aggerated their rate of di- 
vidend or foe prices of tbe 
raw materials they used, foe 
article said. Others padded 
their local expenses and ship- 
ped their finished goods back • 
to head office at below cost. 

Tbe article admitted Chi- 
na’s frenetic emphasis on 
foreign investment, as part of 
economic reform, had led to 
some of the abuses. 

“In recent years, many 
places hnked the number of 
established foreign-funded 
ventures with foe achieve- 
ments of local leaders, which 
gave rise to false enter- 
prises,” it said. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
should remain committed to 
cut state spending to curb its 
Gulf war-inflated budget de- 
ficit despite a recent rise in oQ 
prices, an economic consul- 
tancy said Saturday. 

“It is hoped that the minis- 
try of finance and the govern- 
ment are not influenced by 
any short term rises in foe oil 
market,” AJ Shall Consultan- 
cy said in a weekly commen- 
tary. 

“We believe that to deal 
with the deficit, expenditures 
must be tightened down be- 
low the four billion dinar 
($13.5 billion) level with a 
. promise of a ■ continuous, de- 
crease. regardless of any rise 
in revenues," it added. 

Oil prices have risen by 40 
per cent since five year lows 
in February on better than 
expected demand and buying 
by hedge funds among other 
factors. February’s prices 
translated into real terms, ad- 
justed for inflation, were the 
lowest since the early 1970s. 

Kuwaiti ofl receipts make 
op 90 per cent of state re- 
venue. 

The government has prop- 
osed spending in the 1994/95 
fiscal year that started Friday 
of 4.39 billion dinars $14.8 
billion) and proposed re- 
venue of 2.537 billion ($8.6 
billion), leaving a net deficit 
of 1.853 billion ($6.28 bil- 
lion). 

The proposals represent 
only a 1.19 per cent reduction 
in spending in 1993/94, leav- 
ing aside spending on arms 
which in 1994/95 bas been 
included in the budget for foe 
first time. 

Parliament’s finance and 
economic committee has 
asked the government to cut 
the spending proposals by 
432 mution dinars ($1.46 bil- 
lion). Tbe budget bill, as is 
customary in Kuwait, will be 
passed retroactively in com- 
ing weeks. 

Al Shall did not say which • 
sectors of state spending 
would be cut. 

The ministry of finance is 
reported to nave proposed 
reducing foe planned 1994/95 
spending by 200 million di- 
nars ($677 million) and rais- 


ing 100 million ($338 mDlion) 
in new revenue through new 
or increased fees on public 
services. 

“The government will most 
likely take the path of least 
effort, which is to accept foe 
ministry of finance's propos- 
al/* Al Shall commented. 

Any spending cats will be 
politically sensitive. Kuwaitis 
are accustomed to an all- 
enveloping welfare state that 
provides public services free 
or at minima] cost and gov- 
ernment jobs for virtually all 
nationals who want one. 

Hie deficit soared their 
Kuwait spent over half its 
foreign reserves on costs 
associated with the Gulf war, - 
including a $20 billion pay- 
ment towards Operation De- 
sert^ Storm, and further bil- 
lions on oil sector repairs and 
handouts to citizens. 

Tbe Supreme Planning 
Council’s economic commit- 
tee has said that without re- 
forming the state- 
orchestrated economy the 
budget deficit would grow by 
almost 50 per cent by the year 
2000 and the dinar could be 
seriously affected. 

Al Shall also said that 
Kuwait lacked a timetable for 
its long-awaited privatisation 
programme and obstacles re- 
mained in the way of a key 
sale.. 

“In spite of foe govern- 
ment's efforts the issue stfll 
lacks a declared, definite and 
scheduled programme, not 
even one relating to a single 
sector or group of com- 
panies,” Al Shall said. 

Officials began discussing 
privatising the state- 
dominated economy five 
years ago but have started 
few projects because of dis- 
ruption caused by Iraq’s 
1990-91 occupation and un- 
certainty about the overall 
shape of economic reform. 

Additional obstacles to 
marketing state assets include 
civil service overmanning. 

Economists say foe tele- 
communications sector is 
likely to be the first major 
state service due to be sold 
and a World Bank report on 
privatisation last year recom- 
mended foe partidpatiojm of 


foreign operator in any new 
company. 

Al Shall said the sale posed 
a major test. 

Communications ministry 
officials themselves say the 
ministry is overmanned by 
Kuwaitis and acknowledge 
this poses political problems 
for any potential sale. 

“This sale might require 
about $500 million, and a 
foreign partner might partici- 
pate. Facing this major 
choice are some obstacles: 
The 40 per cent labour sur- 
plus — mainly local citizens 
(Kuwaitis) — weak manage- 
ment and legal structure and 
foe potential political re- 
sponse,” Al Shall said. 

Ever since the Gulf war the 
government has said it wants 
to sell of the government’s 
stakes in 66 local firms, mini- 
mise the government's role in 
the economy generally and 
broaden the emirate's domes- 
tic investment base. 

Al Shall said foe jury was 
still out on foe performance 
of two funds linked to priva- 
tisation efforts. 

“The Kuwait Investment 


Authority (KIA) bas mar- 
keted some of its stocks and 
real estate through publicly 
traded funds in Kuwait stocks 
exchange, delegating imple- 
mentation to financial and 
real estate companies,” Al 
Shall said. “We still do not 
know the extent of their 
acceptance and it is difficult 
to judge their success before 
foe initial performance re- 
sults are out.” 

One fund, launched earlier 
this year to sell chunks of 39 
KIA-owned firms, ■ was be- 
lieved to have bad a luke- 
warm reception but no offi- 
. rial statement on its perform- 
. ance has been made. 

Applications for foe 25 mil- 
lion dinar ($82 million) first 
investment fund expired on 
May 30. On June 25 it won 
rtock exchange approval but 
. no date bas been set for the 
listing. 

A property company also . 
launched a 20 million dinar 
($67.5 million) property fond 
open to Gulf Arabs and resi- 
dent foreigners as. a way of 
. marketing KIA-owned prop- 
erty. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 3, 1994 

! By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

' GENERAL TENDENCIES: good friend and improve your 
i A day and evening when you relationship. The evening is 
can quietly study foe imagma- foie for {Measure, whether at 
five plans under which you home or elsewhere. 

y b t U asso °f cd LIBRA: (September 23 to 
with m tbe future. Show others October 22) This is a good day 
ttoyouhaveaflfoeneassary w ^ surroundings 

ddBs and that you wffl use mon attractive ^ co^fort. 
them wisely. able. Plan how to have ereater 


ARIE& (March 21 to April 19) 
Try to understand tbe needs of 
male and be more helpful than 
in tbe past. Take time for 
meditation early in the day and 
be less stressed out later. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) This is a good day 
to make your surroundings 
more attractive and comfort- 
able. Plan bow to have greater 
income in foe near future. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Do whatever will make your 
position with friends more 
ideal. The evening can be hap- 
py from a soda! standpoint, 
especially with fo?se of influ- 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Study ways to 
gain personal ahns and make 
plans to go after them in a 
positive manner. Don't retire 
too late tonight since t o m orr o w 
is another work day. 



GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Plan how to get the most out of 
the coming week's activities 
and schedule them well. Take 
no risks with your reputation 
which could get damaged. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Get in touch with 
good friends and plan recrea- 
tions far into foe future. Ex- 
press happiness with loved one 
you adore. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Make your home more harmo- 
nious by doing those thing* 
which wfll please family mem- 
bers. Make plans for the future 
and follow through with them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Txy to help a 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Contact a 
business expe r t and gain the 
advice you need at fob time. 
Spend more time with the one 
you love in a romantic setting. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 


to January 20) Contact good 
friends too can give you fine 
ideas on how to advance in tbe 
days ahead. Strive for happi- 
ness with mate and loved ones. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Engage in those 
outside activities which could 
give you added prestige in your 
community. Do something 
kind for a dose tie. * ' 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Conditions are not 
favourable in the mourning, 
but happiness is in store for you 

later m the day. Study career 
natters to advance ah»a d 


Egypt requests U.S. 
military support 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The Department of Defence 
on June 23 released foe fol- 
lowing memorandum for cor- 
respondents: 

The Department of De- 
fence informed the Congress 
today the government of 
Egypt has requested the 
purchase of shipyard support 
services for the turnover and 
post transfer activities related 
to foe lease of two Knox class 
frigates from the navy, and 
the rework, overhaul and up- 
grade of ten excess SH- 
zFLAMPS MK -1 anti- 
submarine warfare (ASW) 
helicopters to the SH-2G 
confi guration.- The estimated 
cost of the support services 
package is $380 million. 

Included in foe s u pport 
services contract would be 
test range services, 4,000 
rounds of 5754 ammunition 
(includes training and tracer 
rounds), 40,000 rounds of 
20mm catridges for foe Pha- 
lanx Close-in Weapon Sys- 
tem, chaff catridges, sono- 
buoys a nd other related 
ammunition items, four spare 
helicop ter engines, personnel 
training and training equip- 
ment, spare and repair parts, 


support equipment, publica- 
tions and technical data J 
drawings, U.S. government 
and contractor technida and 

logistics personnel services 

and other related programme 
elements to sustain the oper- 
ational requirements of the 
frigates and helicopters. 


Egypt will use the Knox 
dass/figates , which are being 
leased from ttie U'sT'Navy, 
and supporting ASW helicop- 
ters to modernise its defen- 
sive naval capabilities. They 
will enable Egypt to provide 
for foe security of the Suez 
.Canal and is shipping lanes 
into the Mediterranean Sea. 

Tins sale would contribute 
to the foreign policy and 
national security of the Un- 
ited States by helping to im- 
prove the security of a friend- 
ly country which has been 
and continues to be an impor- 
tant force for potential tfabil- 

the Middle East. 
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The S H-2F helicopters will 
be provided from navy stocks 
ana will be transferred at no 
cost under foe Southern Re- 
. gjou Amendment.. - 
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Brazil pegs hopes on the real 
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RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) 
— Brad introduced a new 
doflar-fixed currency — the 
real — Friday to rein in run- 
away inflation, a move that if 
successful could help catapult 

a form e r faniira minw t iw to 

the presidency. 

The reaTs debut sparked 
considerable confusion on 
the streets as Brazilians 1**4 
their first look at the new 
currency but hung on to their 
old cr uze iro real bills. Both 
currencies will circulate legal- 
ly for two weeks. 

President Uamar Franco 
charged 200,000 cruzeiros for 
80 reales at a bank in Brasi- 
lia, setting the example with a 
lot of fan f are that made the 
changeo v er seem easy. 

But for most Brazilians it 

m^nnt wlii| i piii g rtytt calcula- 
tors for even the smallest 


transaction — buying a news- 
paper or a cup el coffee. 

A long line snaked outside 
a comer bakery in Rio where 
the cash ier w as having trou- 
ble converting the old into 
new, making mange and cop- 
ing with the change. 

Axkfing to the confusion, 
many stoics reined to accept 
the old currency and newspap- 
ers reported that some 
businesses were taking 
advantage of the c han g e to 
raise pnoes. 

Prosecutor Antonio 
Gomes, hoping to discourage 

speculation, Mim mned that 
the owners of a Brasilia su- 
permarket faced up to 10 
years hm prison for raising 
prices by nearly 145 per cent 
betwe en May and June. 

Runaway inflation has ren- 
dered the old currency nearly 
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Falling 
dollar 
makes U.S. 
a travel 
bargain 

MIAMI (R) — While eco- 
nomists fret over the dollar’s 
weakness against foreign cur- 
rencies, the exchange rate is 
making the United States a 
vacation bargain for overseas 
visitors. 

“It’s been a great bargain 
for die Japanese. Now it 
; sounds like it’s going to be a 
i better one," said Shawn 
| Flaherty, a spokeswoman for 
1 the Trave Industry Assoda- 
• tion of America flTAA). 

“International travel and 
tourism to the United States 
is up substantially and we’ve 
been experiencing this for 
many years. Some of dial is 
due to die quality of our 
product and some of that is 

prices ” 

While neighbouring Cana- 
da and Mexico have always 
sent the greatest number of 
visitors to the United States, 
\ the drop against the yen has 
i helped make Japan the big* 
I gest source of viators from 
I outside North America. 

Some 3.65 million 
Japanese visited the United 
States in 1992, up 10 per 
cent over 1991. The number 
dipped slightly in 1993, large- 
ly due to problems with 
Japan's economy, but it is 
expected to rebound for 1994 
and cKm h to 3.79 unHIinn 
arrivals for 1995, the TIAA 
predicts. 

Even with violence and 
safety concerns scaring some 
Japanese tourists away, in- 
. dustry experts say Japa n ese 
arrivals could climb even 
higher than predicted if die 
dollar continues its present 
course against the yen. Best 
of all, Japanese travellers tend 
to prefer big-city comfort, 
entertainment and shopping 
, over budget or adventure 
■- travel. 

"The Japanese ootspend 
everyone,” Ms. Flaherty 
said. 

Foreign travel to the Un- 
ited States is a $75 billion 
industry, and Japanese visi- 
tors accounted for $13.7 bil- 
lion of that last year. Hawaii, 
California, New York, Flor- 
ida and Nevada reaped the 
bulk of die windfall. 

Europeans have also bene- 
fited from improving ex- 
change rates as well as com- 
petitive pricing among U.S. 
hotels, airlines, restaurants 
and car rental agencies. 

"Europe is expensive. The 
famil y of fog in Italy mends 
much less going to Disney 
World here (in Florida) than 
going to Eurodfcney, the 
Disney Theme Park outside 
Paris, said Italian tour direc- 
tor Tony Cerruti, in Miami 
Beach for a recent travel 
convention. 

“The British love your 
ouafity fast food — TGI Fri- 
. day’s, Beamgan’s. They are 
quality for tne money," 
added Christopher Smart, 
president of England's Jet- 
save Ltd. 
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worthless. Prices are dxmbing 
about two per cent every day 
and in flation tipped over 
2^00 per cent last year. . 

June’s inflati on hit 50 per 
cent, with the rate at a sky- 
high 1,568.49 per cent for the 
first six mouths of this year. 

Like inflation, new curren- 
cies are not new to most 
Brazilians. The real is die 
38th since Poitagnese colo- 
nial times. 

Butane man in particular . 
has a lot tiffing on die real's 
s q cctw s — perhaps Ins own 
socces in foe October pres- 
idential election. 

Fer nando He&rique Car- 
doso, die former finance 
mnrater who built the real 
plan very much in line with 
Argentina’s successful doOar- 
p egg ed peso plan, is miming 
to snccceed Mr. Frisco. 

If the real manages to stop 
die kind of unsettimg infla- 
tion dot undercuts Brazil's 
ec onom ic stability, the suc- 
cess conhl conceivably help 
posh him from his current, 
distant second place in the 
polls to first. 

Close to four tonnes of die 
new “real bank notes were 
flown to 35,000 banks around 
the country and banks stayed 
open Swarthy to give people 
extra time to tom in their 
c ruzei ros reales ahead of the 
July 15 deadline. One real is 
wrath 2,750 cr u ze i ros reales. 


The government 
announces almost daily: “In- 
flation is our wont enemy," 
and the "mons are about to. 
launch a campaign under- 
scoring that the cost of living 
has soared while wages have 
been frozen. 

But the teaT* exchange 
rate is fixed at one real to tme 
U.S. dollar, and raftotifes 
are counting on that fink to 
keep Brazil’s new currency 
strong. 

Analysts say foe new cur- 
rency’s success depends 
above aH on a tight monetary 
policy, drastic cuts in sodal 
sp ending and a balance in a 
budget which has never seen 
equilibrium. 

Central Bank director Ped- 
ro Malan has said the hard 
currency n**erwes would be 
used to back the real and 
keep it aligned with the dollar 
for at least three months, and 
in total the re s erves should 
give die new currency a two- 
year safety net. 

Authorities are op timisti c, 
however, pointing out that 
Brazil has reserves of some 
$40 billion, and in 
April the gov er nment re- 
negotiated its $52 billion in 
foreign debt. 

Brazil's $134 billion total 
foreign debt is the largest in 
the developing world and its 
federal deficit is running 
dose to $60 bflfion. 
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Dahlin: World Cup a ‘fiasco’ I Wfe^Cw|iUS A 


if Sweden lose to Saudis 




Germany 

eliminate 


DALLAS . - (R) — If 
Sweden lose to Saudi Arabia 
Sunday, then the World Cup * 
is a farce, says the Scandina- 
vians' top goalscorer Martin 
Dahlin. 

The Swedes, semifinalists 
in die 1992 European Cham- 
pionship, are confident they 
already have a quarter-final 
berth booked after being 
paired with the World Cup 
debutants in the second 
round. 

■ Bat Saudi Arabia, who 
only formed a national team 
in 1976, have proved masters 
of surprise by beating Bel- 
gium and Morocco and lead- 
ing the Netherlands in their 
first round games. 

But Dahlin, scorer of three 


goah in two games, predicts 
Sunday’s second round in 


Sunday’s second round in 
Dallas is as far as the Saudis 
will go. 

“If we lose to Saudi Ara- 
bia, everybody will see the 
World Cup as a fiasco. We 
have to win. Everyone is 
expecting us to win.” 

Dahlin, who failed to score, 
in the European Cham- 
pionship in Sweden but hit 
seven in World Cup qual- 


ifying and is on a scoring 
streak, will return to the side 


sneak, will return to the side 
after missing the 1-1 draw 


against Brazil through sus- 
pension. 

Swedes remain one of only 
four unbeaten sides after the 
first round, which coach 
Tommy Svensson says has 
lifted the team and given 
them a momentum that 
should take them to a 
quarter-final meeting with 
Argentina or Romania. 

“We made it cfifficult for 
Brazil, and if we can tmv* it 
difficult for diem, we can 
make it difficult for any other 
team,” be said. 

Before he knew his second 
round opponents, Svensson 
said: "(If we meet them) 
Saudi Arabia win not be 
much of a contest. We are 
looking ahead and planning 
on going to the quarterfin- 
als. 

But the Saudis have proved 
formindable opponents for 
two European teams argu- 
ably better equipped than the 
Swedes. 

In beating Morocco, drey 
achieved the Asian confeder- 
ation’s second win at the 
finals, and the shock 1-0 
triumph over Belgium made 
them Group F runners-up. 

Their strength lies in the 
speed of their forwards, 
allied to their ball control. 


which was demonstrated in 
the briffiant solo goal from 
Saeed Owairan against Bel- 
gium when he dribbled 
through the centre of their 
defence. 

Their self-belief also belies 
their status in the soccer 
world, although seven of the 
squad were in the side that 
won the 1989 World Youth 
Championship. 

Coach Jorge Solan, an 
Argentine drafted in four 
months ago wfadn the Saudi 
royals who run die federation 
sacked their second coach in 
a year, boasted that he had 
predicted before the tourna- 
ment they would finish 
second in their group. 

And now be » : predicting 
they will beat Sweden to be- 
come the first Arab nation to 
reach the World Cup quarter- 
finals. 


Belgium 


CHICAGO (R) — Bertf 
Vogts’* decision to call veter- 
an Radi Voeller out of retire-. 


Today’s matches 

Saudi Arabia vs. Sweden in 
Dallas at 20.06 Amman time. 
Argentina vs. Romania in 
Pasadena, Calif., at 23.05 

Amman time. 


“I told everyone we would 
take second place in our 
group,” he said. “We’ve 
done what we promised even 
if it wasn’t expected by too 
maw other people." 

“We will beat Sweden," be 
added. 

The Saudis will have Fuad 
Anwar Amin, who scored 
against Morocco and die 
Dutch, back after suspen- 


sion, while Sweden hope cen- 
tral defender Joachim Bjork- 
lund will be back after mis- 
sing the last match through 
injury. 

Probable teams: 

Sweden: 1-Tbomas Ravd- 
li,. 2-Roland Nilsson, 3- 
Patrik Andersson, 4-Joachiml 
Bjorklund. 5-Roaer Lions. 
6-Stefan Schwarz, 8-KJas 
Ingesson, 9-Jonas Them, 19- 
Kennet Andersson, 10- 
Martin Dahlin, 9-Tomas Bro- 
tin. 

Saudi Arabia: 1- 
Mohammad A1 Deayea, 4- 
Abdullah Sulaiman, 3- 
Mohammadj AJ Kulawi, 5- 
Ahmad Jamil Madam, 13- 
Mohammad Abdul Jawad, 6- 
Fuad Anwar Amin, 8-Fahad 
AJ BisM, 16-Talal Jabrin, 9- 
Majed Abdullah, 10-Saeed 
Owairan, 20-Hamza Saeed 
Falatah. . 


an Rodi Voelicr out of retire- 
ment for the World Gap paid 
handsome dividend* Satur- 
day when be sooted' twice in 
Germany’s 3-2 second round 
victory over Belgium. 

The 34-year-otd Voeflcx, 
playing his first full game of 
the finals, strode in the sixth 
and 39th minutes aathe world' 
champions fitted their game 
weU above theg-perfhrmanen 
in the group matches. ~ 

Juergen Klinsmann was 
Germany's other martaman 
— in the 11th minute. . 

But it was Voefler’s day in 
the Chicago rain. 






Many people believed the 
Marseille forward, who amt 


Romania ready to add to Argentina’s misery 


PASADENA (R) — The 21 
Argentine players still left in 
the World Cup will be follow- 
ing disgraced captain Diego 
Maradona out of the exit 
door if Romania score an 
historic win in their second 
round match Sunday. 

The two sides meet at the 
Rose Bowl with the Eastern 
Europeans optimistic they 
can reach the last eight of the 
World Cup for the first time 
in their history. 

For the Romanian camp 
believes there could be no 
better time to play the South 
Americans, reeling from the 
expulsion of Maradona fol- 
lowing a doping infringement 
and their 2-0 defeat to Bul- 
garia in Dallas Thursday. 

Coach Anghcl Iordanescu 


pended and his place wifi be 
filled by either Marian Ivan 
of Brasov or Dinu Molodo- 
van of Dinamo Bucharest. 
They have fewer than a 
dozen caps between them. 

Sweeper Miodrag Bekxle- 
efid, who needed stiches in a 
head wound after Romania's 
victory over the United 
States last Sunday, has reco- 
vered and will play in what is 
likely to be an otherwise un- 
changed team. 


era. 

Although his final selection 
probably will not be known 
until Sunday. Basic could 
make two or more key 
changes, playing another 
man m a more defensive mid- 
field role that Maradona 
occupied. 


The Argentina squad shun- 
ned publicity when they 


made a secret arrival in Los 


Angeles Friday, but coach 
Amo BasSe was expected to 


Amo BasSe was expected to 
have at least three training 
sessions before the match in a 
bid to lift his squad’s morals. • 
This will include one at the 


fcaid Friday, “I am happy wc * Rose Bowl at lunchtime 
are playing Argentina. Apart Saturday. : 1 

ip : • n r j. . l m 


from missing Florin Rada- ’■ 
aoiu I will have my strongest 
team out. 

“We respect them of 
course, and it null be a dose - 
game, but this is a good time 
to be playing them.” 

Radudoiu, one of the stars 
of the opening round, is sus- 


Wiih Maradona, Aigenti? 
na were possible contenders 
for die final. They have not 
become a bad team overnight 
without him. 

But they dearly missed 
him against Bulgaria and 
Basilc does not have much 
time to rejuvenate his play- 


Basile has to ensure his 
team do not allow Gfaeorghe 
Hagi to dominate the mid- 
field for Romania as Hagi did 
against Colombia and the 
United States. 

So be could also consider 
naming midfielder Hugo 
P e rez as an extra midfielder, 
especially as Perez has a good 
king shot and likes joining 
the attack from deep posi- 
tions., .. , « •• 

. Ariel Ortega, who_ xfer 
placed Claudio Cani ggia mid- 
way through 'the Sift' 1 half 
against Bulgaria, could keep 
his place in the starting tine- 
up, while Alejandro Man- 
cuso, who came on as a sub- 
stitute for Abel Balbo in 
Argentina’s first two match- 
es, could return in a starting 
place in midfield. 


Whatever BasOe decides to 
do, Romania are optimistic 
about victory. They have won 
both their matches at the 
Rose Bowl, including a win 
over Colombia, and have 
taken heart from Bulgaria's 
win Thursday. 

“That was Bulgaria’s first 
ever win against them, now 
we can do the same,” Ior- 
danescu said. 

Romania have only 
avoided defeat agafnst 
Argentina once in four 
matches — a 1-1 draw in 
Naples in the World Cup 
finals four years ago. They 
seem more than capable of 
improving on that record 
now. 

Lineups: 


Marseille forward; who quit 
the international - in 

October 1992, war too. okl 
and slow for the Wodd Cup. 

A few eyebrows were 
raised when coach Vogts cal- 
led him into has squad at the 
last rninntc because of the 
shortage of talented young 
forwards in Germany.’ 

But there was nothing 
wrong with VoeDer’s speed 
and sharpness when he 
pounced on a de fl ected para 
from M p t»i n Mattb- 

aeos to give Germany an. 
early lead. 

The inspirational VoeOer 
then set up the second.! He 
fed Klinsmann on the left 
side of the penalty box and 
the Monaco forward fired 
home with his left foot. 


Argeatfiie soccer star Diego Maradona, before, W exprfted 

competed fry Ms wife^wm off photo- World Cap after W»ng ■ drug **.!*■* 
■phen adker a-ifrfag at Logan Airport in photo) 

■tew Friday frboi Dallas, Texas. The day 


IOC expert defends Maradona 


LOS ANGELES, California 
. (AFF) — An Olympic drugs 
specialist has dismissed 
that Diego Marado- 


added the International 


Olympic Committee (IOC) 
medical commission’s vice- 


Ha’s dope test proved he had 
taken -performance-, 
enhancing substances. 


“If he had zeaBy wanted to 
i mpro v e bis perf ormance be 
woaSd have taken sometimig 
else,” Dr. Jacaftcs Rogge 
told AFP froro htt home m 


‘Those five substances 
were not sufficient to make a 
substantial difference.,” 


president. 

Argentina’s World Cap 
captain was expelled from the 
World Cup when he failed a 
test which revealed five 
epbedrine-related drugs. 

FIFA medical officials 
stressed they had been un- 
able to find any medicine 
which contained all five drugs 
in an apparent attempt to 
rule out the possibility he 
took it accidentally as part of 


a cold or allergy remed y. 

“We sup pose it must be a 
cocktail ” FIFA executive 
committee member Dr. 
Michel D’Hooghe of Belgium 
said- 

D’Hooghe, who sat on the 
pa n el winch heard the case; 
added on Thursday: “Some 
of the five banned substances 
are used in weight-reduction 
medication.” 

Maradona had shed 26 
pounds in his fitness battle 
and Rogge thought the drugs 
mi ght have been taken as a 
conditioner. 


S. Arabia, Mexico usher in new tactical ideas 


-L Rpihahim ^-Florin Fnmea 
2-Ban Petrescu, 3-Damel 
Prodari^Wficldrag BelodecB- 
ci, .5-Ionut Lupescu, 6- 


Gheorghe Popescu, 7- 
Dorine! Munteanu. 13-Tibor 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 



Ordsnsry taau* No. 12/ltM 



Dorine! Munteanu, 13-Tibor 
Seytmes, 10-Gheorghe Hagi, 
11-Ilie Dumitrescu, 21- 
Marian Ivan; 17-VioreI Mol- 
dovan. 

Argentina: 12-Luis Isias 3r 
Jose Chamot, 6-Oscar Rug- 
geri, 13-Femando Cacercs, 
16-Hernan Diaz 5-Femando 
Redondo, 18-Hugo Perez, 
14-Diego Simeone, 20- 
Leonardo Rodriguez 7- 
Claudio Caniggia, 17- 
Amaldo Ortega, 9-Gabriel 
Batistuta, 19-Abel Balbo, 21- 
Alejandro Mancuso 

Referee: Pier-Luigi Pairet- 
to (Italy) 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
unexpected successes of' 
Saudi Arabia and Mexico at - 
the World Cup finals, have 
signalled early hints of two 
contrasting new tactical 
approaches m top level inter- 
national soccer, 

Not since the introduction 
of the flexible 3r5-2 forma- 
tion which carried France to 
the 1984 European cham- 
pionship has the sport seen - . 
such innovative {day, 

Mexico have de m o n st rat ed 
a central American brand of 
‘^otal^oqtbalj? ^and Saudi . 
Arabia hare •executed. * de- 
nse and centralised defensive " 
bolt system, complete with 
swift inter-passing -and 
counter-attackmg. 

Neither Mexico, who won 
Group E, nor SaucE Arabia, 
second m Group F m their 
first appearance in the World ’ 
Cup finals, were expected to 
qualify for the second round 
with such panache. 

In die* tightly contested. 
Group E Mexico faced three . 
of Europe’s -most tough and 
durable teams m Ireland, Ita- 
ly and Norway. All had un- 
compromising defences and 
retied on counter-attackmg - 
for goals, using either 4-4-2 
or 4-5-1 formations.. 

Mexico surprised them all 


With their ~ skill, - mobility., 
pace and tactics. The ; team 
closely followed -coach 
hfiguef Mejia Baron’s plan 
for rotational positional 
changes with the onus .on an 
individual ability .to play 
soundly in several di ffe rent 
roles. 

*This is a victory for multi-, 
functional joccer," said' 
Baron after Mexico’s well- 
deserved 1-1 draw with Italy 
in Washmgton Tuesday. “We - 
have & lot of players who play 
in different pans- of the field. 

' They are framed to pfcty tirij 
way tad ft- is tfc’-wajpfifcv 
football in the future.” "" 


1974 World Cup finals in 
.West Germany. 

' Mexico's style, however, is 
less flamboyant as the team 
'does not possess the same 
well-known individual play- 
ers as that Dutch team. 

But in Luis Garda and 
Alberto Garda Aspe die' 
Mexicans have two highly 
skilled and versatile midfield 
players who are as comfort- 


In their training, media re- 
lations and outlook on the 
tournament as a whole, as 
well as their tactics, jftey are 
■ as dosed as tbo Mexicans are 


able defending and working 
anonymously for the team as 


v In the -Mexican system, 
a. handful of the team 
play in traditional positions. 

Stoker' Cartas Hermosillo 
plays as centre forward, but 
m a mobile modern way. 
left-winger Luis Alves 
“Zagne?; operates on only 
ti»e lefe fla nk. bu t fitis the 
roles Of midfielder, winger 
and striker m- the contempor- 
ary style, and stopper Juan 
Ramirez Perales plays lake a- 
tr^tionalcentre-badc. 

The test move, const antly 
m se arch of space or mar to 
mark, in a manner reimna- i 
cent of the “total footbair -J 
created, by the Netheriands 
and was meirlmfimafk at the 


anonymously for the team as 
in breaking forward, drib- 
bling, passing or shooting. 

' As Baron., an intelligent 
- abd’ thougfftftri' d(^U3r,~Tl!ds 
admitted Mexiop play With a 
mixture of European orga- 
nisation, customised tactics 
and a dash of traditional 
.Latin American “salsa” 
winch has delighted their sup- 
porters. 

Saudi Arabia, by contrast, 
brought an equally noveL if 
far more defensive concept 
with them to the United 
States. - After scaring the 
Netherlands in their opening 
match, which they led but 
lost 2-1, they defeated both 
Morocco and Belgium. 


\ open. 

Against Belgium Wednes- 
< day the Saudis played a 4-2-2- 
’ 2 system which, in an instant 
when danger threatened or 
they chose to counter-attack 
en masse, was transformed 
into 6-2-2-, 4-4-2 or 2-6-2 with 
the foil-backs providing the 
width. 

It provided a defensive 
shell which . frustrated the 
Belgians . for long spells, 
although they also created 
several chances, mostly from 
crosses, to which the Saudi 
defence was vulnerable. 

Their main form of crea- 
tive play was restricted to 
short passing through the 
centre of midfield, with tittle 
use made of long passes to 
the wings. This was a tactic 
which caused Begtium much 
anxiety, particularly as the 
Saudis’ two attacking mid- 
field players had the licence 
to find space wherever they 
wished. 


PUBLIC INVITATION 


Drawing of Jidy 2, 1194 


Holder of 


1 Winning 


ticket No. 34268 


Tickets 


Wins JD 40,000 


Holder ol 


ticket No. 31567 
Wins JD 10,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD 



Holder of 


ticket No. 71035 

Wins JD 3,500 


Holder of 


ticket No. 59817 
Wins JD 2300 


Holder of 


ticket No. 05808 

Wins JD 2.000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 17510 
Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of 


ticket Na 69236 

Wins JD 1,000 


Tan B Cnao M Ben priZM tott&ng JD MN HCh *ns JD M 


T ' * St L • 


143*7 M2n 341*1 333*3 343*3 


Tan c t wo to Bon pnsaa Tula* rig JD MM aatf» «** JD 1M 
315*3 31577 X1**7 335*7 *13*7 
315** 31557 314*7 305*7 213*7 


Tan oonaoheon prtaaa KCaAng jx> *0 a«* «*»»» 


i j" 1 . 1 ,"J- i 


7103* 710*3 71133 
71034 71025 71933 


31033 

*1033 


bh m 


nri. if! 


Tan co na oWton prtea KWBng M> JM aach J DM 


W l 


17311 17320 17*10 13310 27310 
17319 17SO0 17*10 1*310 07310 


Tot e oramtOun ertsaa toMng SO SO aach w*» JD 5 




Ticket numbers 


Ticket numbers 



200 each 


100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


15 each 151 079 193 234 win JD 16 each 


Win JD 6 each * M Wkn JD 3 each 


FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


40 covers, toached n the stub of 10 enOng n 775 790 447 4*7 Ufa JB 


Winners of the grand prizes In the apecW Ism n u mber WON of June ito« 


18 9 3 011 


■n . uwdMd —w Mna TMIM 

iwjoSSSq WAiCBAH MIASUH 


Not Draw takes ptae* 


Fbst Moot pdas 


■sjomos wiHg«jbw 

-July. 17, 1994 

rad tnm GUVS brad 


■ •VaiJOUM 


DOOR TO DOOR - AIR CARGO - DOOR TO DOCR 


jAA.M.S.- is pleased to offer an explanatory pre- 
sentafion on the foundation year programme at its 
Remises on the 4th of July 1994 at 8 o’clock. 
:7T)is programme is designed for students who have 
completed their Tawjihi or other equivalents and are 
wiffing to resume their undergraduate studies in the 
UK 

interested parents and students are welcome. 

For reservation, please call 828949/53 



Amman; Tef£64590 or 660507*:- - 

Fax£06820. TJ*23126 ARAMEX. 

P.OBa*3371 

Amman 1 1131 - Jordan 
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AIR CARGO - DOOR TO DOOR - AIR CARGO 
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Sports 


> Hill steals 

♦ 

show from 
Mansell in 
French GP 

MAGNY-COURS, France 
(R) — Briton Damon HiU 
stow the show from Williams 
teammate Ni^el Mansell and 
world championship leader 
Michael Schumacher in Fri- 
day's final practice to claim 
■ pole position for Sunday's 
French Grand Prix. 

With barely five minutes 
left in the session, H3J dock- 
ed a fastest time of one mi- 
nute and 16.2&2 seconds to 
prevent his compatriot Man- 
sell, the 1992 world cham- 
pion, from staging a sensa- 
tional comeback to Formula 
One. 

Mansell, who has returned 
to Grand Prix driving for one 
race after 18 months on the 
Indy car circuit, led the way 
throughout the session before 
being ousted by Hill’s last 
effort. He had to be content 
with 1:16.359 and second 
place. 

It was Hill’s third pole 
postfon in his career and his 
second in snccession at 
Magny-Cours. 

It was a perfect day for 
<. Williams who relegated Schu- 
Sl macher to third place on the 
grid with his rime of 1:16.707. 

So impressive m blazing 
sunshine in the first session 
Friday, the 25-year-old Ger- 
man Benetton driver strug- 
gled on a grey and cloudy day 
Saturday. 

.He drove straight into a 
send pit in the morning's free 
practice, damaging a deflec- 
tor on his car, then had a 
spin. In the afternoon, he was 
never in a position to chal- 
lenge the williams. 

There were yet more 
clouds for Benetton when 
their second driver, Dutch- 
man Jos Verstappen, hit the 
fence lining the pit lane and 
lest both left tyres. One 
bounced over the fence, 
damaging timing equipment 
and forcing the session to be 
halted after 24 minutes. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
t TANKAH HB1SCH 
OlSM TnOMn, U*» jmn Inc 

TOO mJCH BEEF 


North-South vul ner abl e . West 
deals. 

NORTH 

* Q 10 5 2 

T10 6 3 

:Q 0 3 2 

* 7 2 

WEST EAST 

*J83 ♦ K 9 7 6 

VJ -7Q985 

v 0*4 <? J 7 

♦KQJ10954* A 8 6 

SOUTH 

* A 4 

T A E 7 4 2 

• A K 10 8 5 

*3 

The bidding; 

West North East South 

3* Pass 4* 4<? 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

While bridge is not a game ofj 
luck, being fortunate does nobody 
any harm. South needed quite a 
dice of it. as well as accurate card 
reading, to land this heart game. 

Taking advantage of the vulnera- 
bility, East raised West's three-dub 
preempt to four dubs. That posed a 
considerable problem for Sooth, 
who had no way of showing the two- 
suited Harare of the holding without 
bypassing four hearts, which was 
possibly the only makahlf contract. 
(Double was out of the question be- 
cause of the near certainty that 
North would bid spades.) Pour 
hearts was as good a bid aa any. 

West led the king of clubs and 
continued with the queen, ruffed in 
the dosed hand. With a 3-2 trump 
[break; all declarer would expect to 
,k>» would be one trick in each suit 
except diamonds, so d e clarer con- 
tinued by cashing the ace of trumps, 
on which West contributed the jack. 
That meant there was a danger of a 
■wood trump loser. 

Declarer solved the problem neat- 
ly. -Abandoning trumps, declarer 
ashed the ace-queen of diamonds 
ud continued running the suit 
Consider West’s predicament lf| 
the defender ruffed at any point he 
would be trapped in an endplay. A 
heart lead away from the queen 
would surrender a trump trick; a 
ebb would allow South to discard 
the spade loser from hand w hile 
raffing- in dummy; a «ydn 

Hook) he ducked to dummy's queen 
for die fulfilling trick. 

East desperately tried to escape 
the inevitable by discarding two 
spsdtt and a club, coining down to 
K S in spades and Q 9 8 in tramps, 
but to no avaiL Now declarer simply 
esahed the king of hearts and exited 

with a trump, conceding two tricks 
in the sail to East At the end, the 
Mender had to lead away from the 
fcmg-of spades and the spade loser 
vanished. Beautiful! 



Damon Hill 


Far-flung venues make 
Cup travellers weary 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The most far-flung World 
Cup tournament ever has 
teams struggling to cope with 
unprecedented travel dis- 
tances and lodging troubles. 

Nine U.S. venues for the 
global football event stretch 
across 5,000 km (3,125 miles) 
from Boston in the northeast 
to San Francisco and Los 
Angeles in the West. 

Adjusting to time changes 
and extensive plane travel 
has been difficult. In the first 
round, nine teams have lost 
after extended journeys. 

Romanian coach Anghel 
Iordanescu blamed his side's 
4-1 loss to the Swiss in De- 
troit on their journey from 
the U.S. west coast. 

“We had a tough travel 
schedule changing time zones 
and we were not able to 
recover," he said. 

FIFA President Joao 


Havel ange has been well 
travelled, catching matches 
involving 27 different teams 
at eight venues. But even he 
could not keep up, dropping 
one trip after Maradona’s 
doping scandal became 
known. 

Finding second-round 
hotel rooms proved difficult 
for some teams. The Swiss 
knew they would play a 
second-round match here six 
days early, but hotels filled 
for the U.S. capitoi tourist 
season forced them to stay 
some 56 km (35 miles) from 
RFK Stadium. 

“We tried to find a place 
closer but everything was 
booked," Swiss Football Fed- 
eration Vice President Gnida 
Cornelia said. “The team is 
able to stay together, but we 
have to send the reporters to 
a different hotel.” 

Swiss delegation leader 


Carlo Lavizzari tried in vain 
to find rooms through World 
Cop organisers, but several 
members tried in the entour- 
age Isaid the rooms they 
found on their own were nic- 
er and at a better cost. 

Spain, the Swiss foes Satur- 
day, stayed at a downtown 
hotel only a short distance 
from the stadium. 

Some teams seemed to 
thrive on travel, however. 
Saudi Arabia shifted their 
base of operations from a 
rural college to downtown 
Washington, then responded 
by advancing to the second 
round. 

“Changes in location do 
not matter," Saudi coach 
Jorge Solan said. “Our play- 
ers are accustomed to playing 
in different places. Tliey 
know they will have to 
travel.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


McRae crashes in Argentina 

CORDOBA, Argentina (AFP) — British 
driver Colin McRae and Ins navigator Derek 
Ringer both escaped serious injury here Fri- 
day, when their. Subaru left the road in the 
Rally of Argentina and rolled over. Their car 
was moving at speed down a steep mountain 
road, considered, one of. tile mc$t dangerous 
sections of the second stage, when the acci- 
dent happened. Although unscathed, the 
organisers said it was unclear whether McRae 
would be forced out of die race. The Scots- 
man had made a barnstorming start to the 
day, winning all four of the opening special 
sections and moving up from fifth place to 
fourth overall. Sources within the Subaru 
team told AFP that McRae was driving with a 
punctured tyre at the time of the accident. 

Computer assisted football 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) — The United 
States have gone high-tech in their quest .to 
beat Brazil in their Fourth of July World Cup 
second-round dash at Stanford Stadium. 
Assistant coaches have fed data from Brazil's 
first three matches into a computer. Every 
play is logged, and lines criss-cross the screen 
showing the paths of the ball. An opponent 


can then work out the most frequent moves — 
and hopefully counter them. The United 
States have never beaten Brazil in five 
attempts, and in their four games since 1976 
have not even scored a goal. Should they do 
the unlikely and make the quarter-finals, they 
could thank partners Zvi Friedman and Jon 
Rotas who deigned the software. The major- 
ity. ,of players, seemed to like the device, but 
coach Bora Milutinovic is sceptical. 


Swede sets swimming record 

NORRKOPING, Sweden (AFP) — Jan Karl- 
sson set a new world’s best time for the 50m 
butterfly here Friday, when he docked 24.27 
sec during the Swedish national swimming 
championships. Karlsson had set the previous 
world's best time of 24.33 sec in July, 1992 at 
Lands krona. Sweden. The discipline is not 
classified for world records, although his time 
will be recognised as a European record. ‘Tm 
sure that 1 can swim the 50m butterfly in less 
than 24sec," said the 25-year-old, who broke 
onto the international scene in December, 
1991 when he won the 50m short course 
butterfly at the European championships in 
Germany. He came second at last year’s 
European championships in Birmingham. 


W 

e 

e 

k 

e 

n 

d 


0 

HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 

Enjoy one pf ike two exquisite weekend 
escape plans from 
e^ot^I^tei^bntinental Jordan: 

^ V l l «. ' f 


Thursday after dinner iu^EH^Pa^shajWake up 
Friday hayeatefresfimg breast 


' ^the pooL^^ig die «on^Si : ' v 

JD 60 / Single 86 /®upl^-H- 


• Superior PlamT^ve a gopd night sleep after dinner 

• in El-Pasha onTianday &speod Friday night after ay. 

sumptuous dinnei^t Bukliara .Enjoy breakfast at/3i- 

• . Okaz Restaurant on' Friday ^ Saturday morning. 

Relax hy the Fool and enjoy thesizzling sun. . • 
JD120 / Single ++ * • • JD 17? / couple ++ 

For more information please contact our sales"depa.rtment Tel; 
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Ezzoud wins 
Britain’s 
Eclipse Staked 

SANDOWN, England (R)— 
Ezzoud beat off the challenge 
of two classic winners to give 
trainer Michael Stonte Us 
second successive victory in 
the Eclipse Stakes Saturday. 

The Maktoum AI 
Maktoum-owned horse took 
up the running inside the 
final two furlongs to win by 
one and a half lengths from 
last year’s St. Lcger winner 
Bob’s Return with Derby 
winner and 64 on favourite 
Erhaab in third place. 

Bob’s Return set the pace 
right from the start of the 
nme.and a quarter (2km) race 
but could find nothing extra 
when Ezzoud made his chal- 
lenge although he still had 
enough pace to hold off a 
disappointing Erhaab. 

Ezzoud, ridden by Walter 
Swinburn, was priced at 5-1 
and Bob’s Return at 13-2. 

Stoute, trainer of last 
year’s winner Opera House, 
another five-year-old, said 
afterwards: “He is a very 
good horse and the race was 
set up for him because be 
likes a good pace.” 


Martinez spoils Navratilova’s 
farewell, wins Wimbledon 


WIMBLEDON, England 
(AP) — Conchita Martinez 
spoiled Martina Navratilova's 
bid for a lOtb title in her 
Wimbledon farewell appear- 
ance Saturday. 

Martinez used brilliant pas- 
sing shots to beat Navratilova 
64, 3-6, 6-3 and win her first 
Grand Slam title. She be- 
came the first Spanish woman 
ever to capture the Wimble- 
don championship. 

The 37-year-old Navratilo- 
va had hoped to crown her 
22nd and final Wimbledon 
appearance with one more 
tide. But she came up short 
against the flashing ground- 
strokes of the 22-year-old 
Spaniard, playing in her fust 
Grand Slam final. 

“I gave it everything I 
had,” Navratilova said. 'Tm 
very sad. I would have been 
sad even if rd won. It was not 
the ending I was hoping for. 
But she played better, on the 
bigpoints anyway." 

“Tm happy I got to the 
finals,” sue said. “I don’t 
think many people picked me 
to get to the final ... I have 
nothing to hang my brad 
about ... I lost a match, but 


what a way to gp. It’s been a. 
great run.” 

Martinez bit a remarkable 
28 passing shots — most off 
the backhand — as she. kept 
the char ging Navratilova at 
bay. Navratilova, charging 
the net every opportunity, 
had 22 volley winners. 

‘Today, she passed me as 
anyone has," Navratilova 
said. 

The match ended after 1 
hour, 59 minutes with Mar- 
tinez going to the net after a 
backhand slice approach shot 

— and watching Navratilo- 
va’s backhand sail wide. Mar- 
tinez then flung her racket in 
the air. and let out a shriek. 

Navratilova sat in her 
chair, let out a sigh and 
smiled at her friends and 
cradles in the players' box. 
When she received the 
runner-up trophy from the 
Duchess of Kent, Navratilova 
smiled, laughed and bowed 

— then tears came to her 
eyes as the centre court 
crowd gave her a long stand- 
ing ovation. 

“How about next year?” a 
fan shouted as Navratilova 


walked around the court to 
show the trophy to the 
crowd. 

“That’s when it hit me,” 
she said. “This is the last 
time. That was pretty rough. 
But no regrets, absolutely 
none.” 

Navratilova has said this 
would be her last singles 
match at her favourite 
tournament. It was her 12th 
Wimbledon final and 85th 
appearance on centre court. 
' Before walking off for the 
last tie, she grabbed a small 
piece of grass from the 
famous lawn court to keep as 
a souvenir, then bowed for 
the final time to the royal 
box, which included Princess 
Diana. 

Navratilova was asked if 
she would consider returning 
next year. “I really don't 
think so," she said. “I think 
I’ve had enough. This is a 
nice way to end. I’ve had a 
great run, better than any- 
thing I could have imagined, 
r m obviously sad, but Tm 
also happy. It's a new begin- 
ning for me, I'm looking for- 
ward to my life after teams." 


NBA begins global show 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Now the best of the National 
Basketball Association 
(NBA) are ready to see the 
world. 

Houston were crowned 
champions after beating New 
York last week in the final 
game of the league playoffs. 
But that conclusion to the 
eight-month season was only 
the srart of an NBA- push for 
global exposure. 

Before the 1994-95 season 
starts with two games in 
Japan. NBA srars will play in 
six nations and face the rest 
of the world’s best players. 
Sales of NBA merchandise 
are at record levels in 
Europe, Australia and Japan 
and prospects are growing. 

“NBA products have be- 
come part of the youth cul- 
ture around the world." said 


Paul Ziik, general manager 
of the NBA's International 
Group. “It doesn't matter 
whether people are French or 
German or Japanese, the 
appeal and interest in asso- 
ciating themselves with the 
NBA is universal. And that's 
quite incredible." 

Dream Team II. the U.S. 
squad for August's World 
Basketball Championships, 
will be the focus of NBA 
pride. Players gather in three 
weeks at Chicago to begin 
training together, with ex- 
hibitions scheduled against 
Germany and the U.S. team 
competing in the Goodwill 
Games. 

The U.S. squad will face 15 
other nations in Toronto, 
which will join Vancouver in 
1995 as the first two non-U.S. 
cities with NBA clubs. Fol- 


lowing in the footsteps of the 
1992 Olympic "Dream 
Team" are such NBA stars as 
Orlando's Shaquille O'Neal, 
Indiana's Reggie Miller. 
Charlotte's Alonzo Mourning 
and Larry Johnson. Seattle's 
Shawn Kemp and Dominique 
Wilkins of the Los Angeles 
Clippers. 

“The only place the NBA 
can expand now is through 
the international commun- 
ity." said Phoenix guard 
Kevin Johnson, a member of 
Dream Team II. “Hopefully 
by the year 2000. the NBA 
will be recognised as the most 
exciting sport in the world." 

Several other NBA players 
will visit Europe as part of 


the NBA 3-on-3 world tour,* 
which stops in Paris this : 
weekend. The shadows of the 
Eiffel Tower were packed by 

150 .000 spectators to watch- 
2,500 players last year. Paris' 
will mark the 11th stop on a 
25-city European tour that 
extends through October. 

“The world tour has turned 
out to be a perfect vehicle.' 
said NBA International's 
Mike Bantom. “We felt if we 
could get people playing, we 
would find those who love it 
and carry it forward." 

More than 800.000 specta- 
tors are expected to watch 

50.000 players this year, with 
six stops in Spain and four 
each in Italy and Germany. 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR FLAT 
FOR RENT OR SALE ~ 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, one of them master, with 3 bathrooms, 
lounge, salon and dining room. ItaJian-style kitchen, Kalian 
furniture, telephone, separate central heating, garage and 
garden. Location: Behind Waha Stores, between 6th and 7th 
Circles. 

Call tel. 818069 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

An executive secretarial position has become available in a major 
construction company. 

We are willing to consider applicants with the following back- 
ground: 

☆ Foreign national. 

☆ Extensive computer competency. 

■U Female, with at least five years of experience. 

Candidates should send their resume and a recent 
photograph to; Executive Position, P.O.Box 7245, 
Amman-Jordan 



<5 

yvww: 


TOTilQtfT: 
STEAKS x QO QO ... 
at tf it "Rjozena Inn 
613572 




CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY NOT PAID 

Peugeot 405, 1991, 44,000 kms, excel- 
lent condition, dealer-maintained. 
$5,000 or JD equivalent. 

Call 820101, ext. 2032 


WANTED FOR RENT 

A regional office is looking for first 
class premises to rent. 

Area of 200 - 300 sq. metres. 
Complete facilities and phone 
lines. Parking space is preferable. 
Please contact 685512 be- 
tween 8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
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Cinema TeL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

* 

JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12 JO, 3 JO, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Revenge Of The Nerds 

Shows: UJO, 3:15, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30. 10J0 


Cinema Tel.; 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD <1’ 
MR. JONES 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, SJ0. 10:30 

CONCORD c 2 9 
BODYGUARD 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 

LOVER BOY 

Shows: 1230, 6:15, 1030 


TeL: .618274 - 618275 

AMM.OUN 
Cinema and Theatre 


2 hours of laughter 

MARIO BROS 

Shews: 12:30, 33 0, 6:lS, 830 


Tel.: 675571 

NabQ AI Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 62S155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social comedy 

"PUNCTURED BAG” 

Present their play: 

WHAT A PEACE! 
(Salam Ya Salam) 

Daily at 8:30 pm 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian police free two Israeli TV guards 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Two guards hired 
by Israeli television were released early Saturday after 
being held for six hours by Palestinian police on the* orders 
of Yasser Arafat, an Israeli radio official said. Motti Amir 
said one of whom was armed with a pistol, were accom- 
panying a crew working for the Arabic service of Israeli 
Television during Mr. Arafat's landmark visit to the Gaza 
Strip Friday. They handed the weapon to Palestinian police 
so that they could get close to the podium where Mr. 
Arafat was giving a speech in Gaza City. "After the speech 
the two guards wanted to get their weapon back. One of 
Arafat's personal bodyguards witnessing the scene thought 
their behaviour was suspicious. He warned the PLO leader, 
who ordered the arrest of the two guards." Amir said. 
Israel's representative on the joint Israeli- PLO military 
liaison committee. General Yom Tov Sarnia, then inter- 
vened telephoning Mr. Araf3t to resolve the matter. Under 
the autonomy accord signed in Cairo on May 4 all Israeli 
and Palestinian civilians can carry a weapon if they have a 
permit. "Everybody has the right to self-defence — Israelis 
and Palestinians.” it says. In future the PLO plans to make 
the Palstinian police responsible for protecting Israeli radio 
and television journalists working in the autonomous 
territories of Gaza and Jericho. Mr. Amir said. 


Earthquake shakes southern Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — An earthquake measuring 5.4 on the 
Richter scale jolted an area of southern Iran near Bandar 
Abbas, at the mouth of the Gulf, the official Iranian news 
agency said on Saturday. It said the quake struck at 5.3S 
p.m. ( 130S GMT) on Friday bur that it was not yet possible 
to say what casualties or damage may have been sustained. 
The Geophysics Institute of Tehran University monitored 
the tremor. At Bandar Abbas, which guards the Strait of 
Hormuz. Iran is building an aluminium smelter that is 
supposed to stan up early next year and an oil refinery that 
is due to be finished in two years. Quakes plague* Iran 
regularly. The worst recorded one. measuring 7.3 on the 
Richter scale, killed 75.000 people in a densely populated 
region near the Caspian Coast, far to the north, in 1990. 
Each full point on the Richter scale represents a ten-fold 
increase in destructive potential. 


UAE man arrested in Manila with gun 


MANILA (AFP) — Philippine airport security agents on 
Saturday arrested a man from the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) who was caught with a 12-gauge homemade 
shotgun in his baggage. Sergeant Rogelio Cid of the 
airport's security command identified the man as Abdul 
Mulren Nasser Rushed Humaid A1 Lumaini. who claimed 
immunity from arrest, saying he was a member of UAE’s 
royal family. Authorities. however. noted that the man was 
not holding a diplomatic passport, and could not invoke 
immunity. His Filipina companion was also arrested but it 
was not dear if she would be included in the charges. Sgt. 
Cid said that customs agents found the shotgun inside the 
man's luggage. He would be charged with illegal possession 
of a firearm, Sgt. Cid added. 


Thailand makes Israel off limits for workers 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Thailand has temporarily stopped 
sending labourers to Israel, citing the unstable political 


situation of the country and continuing threat of violence, 
local dailies reported' Satuday. A Labour and Social 
Welfare Ministry statement to foreign employment agen- 
cies here said Israel remained volatile and potentially 
dangerous while the Israelis and Palestinians negotiated a 
peace settlement, reports said. Thailand is one of Israel's 
top suppliers of cheap labour. There are roughly 2,000 Thai 


labourers working on Israeli farms, according to the Israeli 
embassy in Bangkok. Israel announced in April it would 
import 1S.000 foreign labourers, mainly from Romania and 
Thailand, to replace Palestinian workers. The Thai govern- 
ment has been hesitant to fill orders, however, as tensions 
between unemployed Palestinians and foreign workers 
have occasionally run high. 


U.N. peacekeeper dies in South Lebanon 


TYRE. Lebanon (AFP) — A U.N. peacekeeper was killed 
and four others were injured Friday in a road accident in 
South Lebanon. U.N. spokesman Timur Goksel said. A 
jeep carrying the five Nepalese soldiers with the United 
Nations Interim Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) overturned 
on the Deir Harfa to Trye road. The injured soldiers were 
taken by helicopter to hospital at Naqoura. in the 
Israeli-occupied "security zone" in South Lebanon. Twen- 
ty Nepalese soldiers have died accidentally or in clashes in 
South Lebanon since 1978. A total of 199 UNIFIL soldiers 
have died in the same period. 


Slovakia denies arms deal with Syria 


BRATISLAVA. Slovakia (AP) — The foreign ministry 
hav denied j Lebanese newspaper report that Slovakia had 
concluded a major arms deal with Syria. “No such 
agreements have been signed." said ministry spokeswoman 
Vera Viskupova. "It is totally false." The leftist. pro-Synan 
Al Salir newspaper in Beirut reported Thursday that 
Slovakia had recently signed an agreement to sell 250 T-72 
bailie tanks to Syria. It quoted unidentified Western 
diplomats as saving the agreement was signed during a 
recent visit hi Slovak Foreign Minister Eduard Kukan to 
Svna Mr. Kukan visited Syria. Lebanon and Egypt in late 
June. But he strongly dented signing any such deal. He uid 
his trip to Syria focused on improving diplomatic relations 
and addressing his ommry's trade imbalance with the 
Middle East country. Ms Viskupcwa said Friday that 
Slovakia had not signed any arms sale agree m ents with 
Syria since it became independent in the breakup of 
Ccechovlovjki .1 at the beginning of 1993. Slovakia is the 
eastern third of the former Czechoslovakia, once a major 
arms supplier to former Warsaw Pact and Third World 
count nc-s Many weapons factories were located in Slova- 
kia. 


Security forces kili suspect in Upper Egypt 


Brother kills raped sister in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (Rl — A man stabbed his 16-year-old sister to 
death after she told him three men had raped her in 
Kuwait's desert, a newspaper reported on Saturday. The 
21 -year-old man told his sister he was taking her to a police 
station to report the rape, then killed her in a desert area 35 
kilometres north cast of Kuwait city, AI Watan newspaper 
said. "He stoned stabbing her with a knife after she told 
him the names of the criminals." it added. The victim told 
her brother she was raped by two Kuwaitis and a Bahraini 
in the desert, said the paper 


Tehran 

releases 

German 


engineer 


BONN (AP) — A German 
engineer who had been sent- 
enced to death in Iran was 
released on Friday and re- 
turned to Germany in good 
health, the government said 
Saturday. 

Germany had been nego- 
tiating with Iran for months 
to win freedom for Helmut 
Szimkus, whom an Iranian 
court had condemned for 
allegedly spying for Iraq dur- 
ing the 1980-88 war between 
Iran and Iraq. 

The deputy government 
spokesman. Norbert Schaef- 
er. said Mr. Szimkus flew to 
Frankfurt and was in “re- 
latively good health." It said 
he had not complained about 
his treatment during over five 
years in Iranian prison. 

Mr. Schaefer's statement 
did not refer to the spying 
conviction against Mr. Szim- 
kus. 

It said the pardon and re- 
lease for the German en- 
gineer resulted from talks 
during the mid-July visit to 
Germany by Iranian foreign 
Minister Aii Akbar Velayati. 
He met with Chancellor Hel- 


mut Kohl, Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel and other high 
officials. 

The pardon for Mr. Szim- 
kus was announced then, and 
Germany said it made no 
promises to Iran in return for 
his release. 

German news media have 
speculated that Iran hopes to 
influence the trial in Berlin of 
an Iranian and four pro- 
Iranian Lebanese accused of 
killing a Kurdish leader in 
1992. 


getting Tehran to improve its 
human rights record. 


human rights record. 

The German government, 
which negotiated for months 
for Mr. Szimkus* release, said 
it had promised Iran no 
favours in return for the en- 
gineer's pardon. 

Mr. Schmidbauer met with 
Iran's deputy parliamentary 
speaker, Hasson Rowhani, 
who called for further expan- 
sion of cultural, political, 
economic and parliamentary 
links between their countries. 

Mr. Ruhani described die 
links between their countries 
as "satisfactory and grow- 
ing." according to the broad- 
cast. 

Mr. Schmidbauer was also 
to deliver a message from 
German Chancellor Kohl to 
his Iranian counterpart. 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, IRNA 
said. 
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ARAFAT' IN JAB ALIY A: Palestinian leader hero’s welcome in the JabaUya reftagee camp, 
Yasser Arafat Is over whelmed by a cheering the cradle of the intifada (AFP photo} 
crowd of Palestinians Saturday giving him a 


The Jerusalem Post 


Germany's federal intelli- 
gence coodinator, Betnd 
Schmidbauer. who negoti- 
ated for Szimkus’ freedom, 
was in Tehran Saturday to 
thank the Iranian govern- 
ment, the Iranian state-run 
news agency IRNA reported. 

Mr. Szimkus was arrested 
in 1989. Three years later, be 
was convicted of spying For 
Iraq. Iranian news media said 
Mr. Szmikus arrived in Iran 
m 1980. 

A radical Tehran newspap- 
er, Salam, claimed last year 
that Mr. Szimkus used a sec- 
ret radio to transmit intelli- 
gence to the Iraqi military 
and helped locate targets for 
Iraqi missiles during the 
1980-88 war. 

Mr. Szimkus' pardon and 
the close German-Iranian 
negotiations that preceded it 
drew attention to Germany's 
ties with Iran, a relationship 
that has been criticised by the 
United States. 

Germany has repeatedly 
defended its friendly links 
.with Iran, saying that they 
can be a fruitful means of 


FIFTY-NINE per cent of the 
public has come to terms with 
Israel's negotiations with the 
PLO, and half now believe 
that Israel should no longer 
apply any significant force in 
maintaining law and order in 
the territories, according to a 
new poll just released by the 
Begin-Sadat (BESA) Center 
for Strategic Studies at Bar- 
Qan University. 

Fifteen months ago. sup- 
port for talks with the PLO 
stood at 46 per cent and those 
believing no significant force 
should be applied in the terri- 
tories stood at 33 per cent. 

Furthermore, according to 
the poll the number of 
Israelis opposing almost all 
settlements has gone up from 
26.2 per to 33.8 per cent in 
the last six months. Those 
supporting all settlement 
activity dropped from 30.9 
per cent to 25.2 per cent 
during this period. 


At tiie same time, the pub- 
lic has yet to be convinced 
that peace agreements with 
Palestinians or Syrians will 
lead to a wider regional 
peace. 

"The main message of this 
poll." said Professor Efraim 
Inbar, director of the BESA 
Center, “is that a dovish shift 
in Israeli attitudes, evident 
for several years, continues. 
Rabbin is managing to lead 
Israelis beyond long-standing 
and widely accepted political 
positions, and be has suc- 
ceeded in de-legitimising 
Jewish settlements. 

“Moreover, Israelis are in- 
creasingly tired of the con- 
flict, and in the absence of an 
opposition with a dear poli- 
tical alternative, Rabin has 
been able to bold sway." 

At the same time. Inbar 


also says the poll points to a 
lack of enthusiasm for the 


lack of enthusiasm for the 
Rabin government. 

According to the poll, sup- 
port for Labor is at 24.5 per 


cent, compared to 25.9 per 
cent six months ago. while 
Likud has failed to capitalise 
on Labor's problems and 
dropped from 29.8 per cent 
to 25.4 per cent during this 
period. 

The poll demonstrates vir- 
tually no support for full 
withdrawal from the Golan. 
However, when the question 
about full withdrawal was 
phrased in other polls to in- 
clude adequate security 
arrangements and not just 
withdrawal, support jumped 
to 3 per cent. 

According to the BESA 
poll, when asked if Israelis 
would agree to partial with- 
drawal from the Golan, sup- 
port rose from 35 per cent to 
45 per cent in the past year. 

The poll was conducted by 
Modi 'in Ezzabi, which sur- 
veyed 1 ,149 adult Israeli Jews 
in face-to-face interviews be- 
tween May 29 and June 14. 
The sampling error is three 
per cent. 


Colombian 


star killed 


r (Continued from pag^l) 
Escobar’s body was being 
i held. 

"People are calling from all 
over the nation, asking 
‘why?’ We can't say why. We 
don't know how this tragedy 
couid have happened." said 
an RCN commentator. 

Luis Alfredo Ramos, 
mayor of Colombia’s third- 
largest city, said other World 
Cup players living in Medel- 
lin would be given body- 
guards and that a reward 
would be offered for tbe cap- 
ture of the assassins. 

The Colombian team had 
received death threats after 
Escobar, trying to block a 
shot, accidentally tipped the 
ball away from the goalkeep- 
er and into the goal to give 
the Americans a 1-0 lead 
during a June 22 game -in- 
Pasadena, California. 

The United States went on 
to win that match 2-1 in an 
upset. Colombia, a pre- 
tournament favourite, also 
lost to Romania and was eli- 
minated from the World Cup 
despite defeating Switzerland 
in its final first-round game 
on June 26. 

Escobar had returned with 
bis defeated team from the 
United States on Wednesday. 

Colombians were dis- 
mayed to see their sports 
heroes go down so quickly in 
1 defeat. 

After the team was elimin- 
ated. anonymous threats 
against the players and their 
! coach began arriving at TV 
i and radio stations. 


Koreas finalise 
summit accord 


SEOUL (AP) — Clearing a 
key hurdle toward holdmg 
an historic summit later this 
month, North and South 
Korea on Saturday reached 
an overall agreement on 
logistics for the presidential 
meeting, the South said. 

Signing of the accord came 
after negotiators for the two 
sides, meeting in the border 
village of Panmunjom, 
ironed out disputes over tele- 
vision coverage and security 
preparations. 


The summit, scheduled 
July 25-27 in the north's 
capital of Pyongyang, is in- 
tended to ease tensions stem- 
ming from tbe 16-month stan- 
doff over the North's nudear 


programme. 

The communist North says 
its nuclear programme is 
peaceful, but has not allowed 
full international inspections 
to prove that claim. 

On Saturday, the second of 
two days of working-level 
talks, the north accepted 
South Korea’s proposal to 
send on advance team to 
Pyongyang the week of July 
10, South Korean officials 
said. 

North Korea had at first 
insisted that the team come 
only two or three days before 
the summit began, which tbe 
South said was not enough 
time to make the necessary 
security arrangements. 


Tfiel two sides also reached 
a compromise Saturday over 
television coverage of the 


summit. 

South Korea networks will 
not dispatch their own broad- 
casting vehicles, as they had 
wanted to; instead. North 
Korea will lend them equip- 
ment for live transmissions. 
Previously, the North bad in- 
sisted thar tape and film be 
transported out by courier. 

After the final points were 
resolved, the two sides spent 
several hours negotiating the 
precise wording of the over- 
all accord. 

In Friday's talks, the two 
sides agreed that South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam and North Korean lead- 
er Kim II Sung would hold at 
least two semi-private meet- 
ings during the summit at 
which they will be joined by 
only one or two aides. 

Tbe North had initially 
sought a single session with a 
large contingent of aides in 
attendance. 

Negotiators also agreed 
Friday that South Korea 
would be allowed to send a 
100-member official entour- 
age and 80-member press 
corps to tbe summit. 

Despite tbe progress in 
laying summit groundwork. 
North Korea kept up harsh 
rhetorical attacks on the 
south on other issues. 

On Saturday, its official 
Korean central news agency 
denounced South Korean de- 
fence officials for responding 
coolly to a recent northern 
call for a troop pullback 
along tbe border. 


War for 
Kabul 


ontinues 



KABUL (Agencies) — The 
president's air force launched 
a fresh round of air strikes 
Saturday in an attempt to 
drive a rival from the eastern 
fringes of the city. 

In response, troops to re- 
negade Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar and war- 
lord Rashid Dostum pounded 
the capital with artillery and 
rocket fire. 


Police sergeant 
in beating case 
convicted of 
negiect 


The opposition forces also 
carried out their own air 
strikes, bombing an aban- 
doned barracks near foe pres- 
idential palace and a largely 
deserted apartment complex. 
There was no immediate 
word on casualties. 


More Israelis favour PLO talks 


President Burhanuddin 
Rabbanfs forces have scored 
several key militar y victories 
in foe past week, driving foe 
rival groups from their stron- 
gholds on foe southern and 
eastern edges of the city. 


However, the Hekmatyar 
and Dostum forces can still 
unleash air strikes and rocket 
foe city from the surrounding 
hills. 


The heaviest fighting 
Saturday appeared to be in 
Deh Khudaydad, a small vil- 
lage on foe banks of the 
Kabul River in the eastern 
part of the city. 


Also, the president's jets 
bombed the rebel positions 
atop Maranjan Hill just 
beyond tbe eastern edge of 
Kabul. The prime minister’s 
forces continue to hold some 
positions on the hill despite 
their recent setbacks. 


At least 22 people have 
been killed and 142 wounded 
since Thursday in rebel rock- 
et attacks in foe crowded 
civilian neighbourhoods, hos- 
pital officials said. The heavy 
rocketing has driven most 
civilians from the eastern side 
of Kabul. 


The Afghan civil war is 
seen as little more than a 
power struggle between the 
various faction leaders, all of 
whom daim they want to 
build an Islamic government. 


Tbe factions fought as a 
loose coalition to drive out 
the Soviet forces m 1989, and 
then toppled the communist 

g vemment in 1992. They 
ve been shooting at each 
ever since, destroying much 
of Kabul and leaving the 
Central Asian nation without 
a functioning government. 

Secretary-General Hamid 
Ai Gabid of tbe Organisation 
of Islamic Conference was 
due in tbe Pakistani capital 
Islamabad later on Saturday 
to begin talks with Afghan 
leaders in an attempt to end 
factional fighting. 


Ten people were killed and 
50 wounded in Kharihane 
area controlled by presiden- 
tial forces as the western dis- 
trict was hit by at least 17 
rockets Saturday, a security 
official said. 


A total of 215 rockets and 
artillery shells landed in the 
presidential areas in central 
Kabul, killing four civilians 


and injuring more than 35, a 
spokesman for Mr. Rabbani’s 


spokesman for Mr. Rabbani’s 
ramson said- Most of those 
Jailed were civilians. 


Several dozen rockets 
landed at the former di- 
plomatic area of Wazir 
Akbar Khan, he said. 

Zardad, one of the main 
commanders of Mr. Hek- 
matyar, said on Friday the 
opposition forces would be 
launching a major offensive 
a gain st the. presidential 
forces. He did not give any 
date or time. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Security forces shot and killed a wanted 
Islamic militant as he tried to amid arrest in the town of 
Maltawi in Upper Eg>pt. sources close to the security 
services s.ud Saturday Rjgab Abdul Hakim, "a danger- 
sous terrorist who had fled from Assiut province," was shot 
dead Friday when security forces came to arrest him at his 
home in Mallawi, .kk.i kilometres south of Cairo, the 
sources said. His death raised to 3^9 the number of people 
killed since March 1992. when militants began a violent 
campaign to topple the secular government of President 
Hosni Mubarak. The victims include 15 1 militants and 140 
policemen. The outlawed Al Jaama Ai Isiamiyya has 
carried out fewer attacks in Cairo and the Assiut region of 
Upper Egypt since foe head of its military wing. Taiaat 
Yassin Hammam, was shot dead in Cairo on April 25. 
Assiut has been a 5 otfced of militant activity since the 
unrest started. 


Rabin accuses rivals of resorting to violence 


Tbe Jerusaka Post 

PRIME MINISTER Yitzhak 
Rabin lashed out yesterday 
(Thursday) in an unpre- 
cedented attack on the 


government offices," he 
claimed in angry tones, which 
surprised even some of his 
listeners. 


opposition, accusing it of 
seeking "to topple foe gov- 


seeldng "to topple foe gov- 
ernment through violence in 
the streets this weekend. 
There is no telling where all 
this will lead." 


The Likud reacted by 
accusing Rabin of “demago- 
guery, shameless incitement 
and anti-democratic tenden- 
cies when he strives to deny 
his opponents their legitimate 
right to demonstrate and ex- 
ercise free speech." 


Addressing the weekly ses- 
sion of foe Labour Party poli- 
tical bureau, Rabin charged 
that "this weekend the right 
will make a supreme effort to 
inflame passions, disturb foe 
peace and incite to riot. On 
Sunday, foe right plans to try 
to violently take over the 


"We find ourselves under a 
tremendous attack from the 
right," Rabin declared. “1 
expect that this weekend we 
shall witness the epitome of 
foe extreme right's and foe 
entire right's riots, and who 
knows where this will lead. 
They bad been collecting vast 
funds, some even from over- 
seas, and all with the hope of 
bringing down this govern- 
ment by causing violence in 
tbe streets,"' Rabin asserted. 
"I, for one minute, do not 
imagine that we shall not use 
all foe might at our disposal 
to defend law and older." 


As he sees it, "the right 
had to dutch onto Arafat's 
visit and make a great crisis 
out of it. because they can no 
longer dance over spilled 
blood — not enough Blood 
was smiled for that in June. 


AH that happened was that 
just one man was wounded 
and another killed by a reset- 
tled collaborator. After all. 
tbe opposition was deman- 
ding so vociferously that we 
take care of these collabor- 
ators. The Likud absolutely 
cannot stomach tbe foci that 
there is such a decline in 
terror," Rabin said. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres agreed, saying that 
"the fight with foe right is not 
over policy but for democra- 
cy, which the right seeks to 
crush," 

AD this elicited a sharp 
reaction from opposition par- 
ties. 

Likud spokesman Zvi 
Hauser issued an official 
communique which argued 
that “Rabin is losing control 
because he realises full well 
that the majority of foe pub- 
lic objects to foe grand wel- 
come for Arafat. His 
onslaught is baseless since he 
knows the opposition parties 


stressed repeatedly that they 
mil resort only to legitimate 
nonviolent protest. Malign- 
ing foe opposition has be- 
come Rabin’s habitual 
method and this is the un- 
democratic phenomenon 
which ought to really worry 
Israels citizens." 

The Likud statement notes 
that "Rabin pounces on who- 
ever criticises him — be it foe 
high court, foe st ar e com- 
ptroller or foe legitimate 
opposition. Disagreeing with 
him is illegitimate. The prime 
minister must remember that 
despite his anti-democratic 
inclinations, Israel was, and 
remains, a democracy which 
guarantees all freedom of 


lence against anyone who 
dares disagree with him, be- 
cause criticism of Rabin is in 
his eyes tantamount to in- 
surgency and rebellion. 
There is something very 
wrong with his fundamental 

grasp of democracy, and this 

is ail the more worrisome 
when contrasted with the 
care opposition leaders took 
to emphasise that all demon- 
strations will be conducted 
strictly within the bounds of 
what the law allows.” 


DETROIT (AP) — A former" 
Detroit police sergeant was 
convicted on neglect of duty 
Friday for failing to stop two 
police officers from beating a 
man to death with metal 
flashlights. Freddie Douglas 
testified Thursday that he 
never saw a blow struck after 
be arrived at the scene of the 

beating as foe supervising 
officer. He was fired after the 
beating- Mr. Douglas faces 
up to a year in jail for foe 
misd emeanor. A sentencing 
date has not been set His 
lawyer said be would appeaL' . 
Former police officers Larry 
Nevers and Walter Budzyn 
were convicted last year of 
second-degree murder in tbe 
1992 death of Malice Green 
outside a suspected .drug 
house. A manslaughter 
charge against Mr. Douglas 
was dropped. Witnesses testi- 
fied Mr. Nevers and Mr. 
Budzyn beat Green with 
heavy metal flashlights when 
Green refused to open Us ^ 
clenched hand. Mr. Douglas * 
testified that he arrived at foe 
scene to find Mr. Nevers 
rryiDg to control Green, who 
was resisting attempts to 
handcuff him. Mr. Nevers is 
serving 12 to 25 years in 
prison; Mr. Budzyn is serving 
eight to 18. 


Knfght-Ridder 

chairman 

undergoes 

surgery 

for brain tumour 


MIAMI (AP) — James K- 
Batten, one of tbe nation's 
leading news executives as 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of Knighr-Ridder Inc., 
was in stable condition fol- 
lowing surgery Friday to re- 
move a brain tumour. The 
tumour was discovered 
Thursday in his right tempor- 
al lobe by a magnetic reso- 
nance imaging scan, and 
Bratten .underwent seven 
hours of surgery Friday after- 
noon at Jackson Memorial 


Hospital, said company* 
spokesman Polk Laffoon^ 


spokesman Polk Laffoon.# 
Dr. Howard Landy, tbe 
neurosurgeon who per- ^ 
formed foe operation, said W 
Mr. Batten came through the 
surgery well and was "talking 
clearly and lucidly” after- 
wards, according to a com= 
pany statement. ' Dr. Landy 
said the tumour was probably 
malignant, but it would be 
several days before pathology 
reports could confirm the di- 
agnosis. If the malignancy is 
confirmed, Mr. Laffoon said 
radiation treatments would 
begin within the next few 
weeks. Mr. Batten, 58, a 
lifelong newspaperman who 
has spent 35 years with 
Knight- Ridder, was seriously 
injured last October in a car 
accident. The accident was 
■blamed on an unexplained 
seizure. Mr. Laffoon said 
“doctors now believe Mr. Bat- 
ten suffered a "temporal lobe 
seizure" and blacked out 
while driving. Tests con- 
ducted after the accident. 
The accident now believe Mr. 
Batten suffered a “temporal 
lobe seizure" and blacked out 
while driving. Tests con- 
ducted after foe accident re- 
vealed no tumour. Mr. Laf- 
foon said Mr. Batten would 
remain in intensive care over 
the weekend and could be • 
released in about 10 days. 
Mr. Batten was named presi- 
dent of foe media group in* 
1982, became chief executive 
officer in 1988 and added foe j 
title of chairman foe follow- - 
ing year. He served on the 
Associated Press board of 
directors from 1984 until 
April 1993. 
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Prisoner makes 
ora! history 


National religious party 
MK Shaui Yabalom took 
Rabin to task for suggesting 
that foe NRP used funds aU<f 
cated to Hapoel Hamizrahi 
through foe Hlstadrut to fi- 
nance foe demonstrations. 

“We are proud to demons- 
trate against Rabin's poliev 
and his attempt to smear us 
will not deter us," Yahalom 
said. "What he says about 
Hapoei Hamizrahi is pitiful 
and a blatant lie and he very 
well knows it.” 3 


speech and assembly.” 
Tsomet warned E 


Tsomet warned Rabin 
against ‘'unleashing the 
police against peaceful de- 
monstrators. We have cause 
for concern in view of foe feet 
that foe prime minister keeps 
practicing malicious slander 
m an attempt to justify vio- 


charleston, W.VA 

— Robert Shepar 
fodn t need a file baked in 
cake to get out of jaD. Denta 
floss worked just fine. Whfl 
cameras, guards an< 
computer-controlled door 
were keeping other inmate 
m, Mr. Sheparf braided tin 
floss into a rope as thick as i 
telephone cord and used it ti 
50316 5.4-raetre wall. Now 
townspeople are miking o 
Shepard as a rcaJ-Iifi 
5piderman — the comic 
hero who spins his wei 
2^0 hangs from ceilings — 
and creaming up 1,001 new 
for floss. "I just womJei 
how he got ahold of so mud 
cental floss,” said MOceReis- 
er , who lives near the sbutl 
“ntral regional jail in South 
Charleston. 









